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By Maj. Matt H. Allen

The prdposed “Civil ‘ Rights”
laws are as little understood by
the masses as are States’ Rights
under the Constitution. Neither
will ever be understood by the
great body of the common peo-
ple until our schools, colleges
and universities decide that _the

Constitution is worth preserving
and that its preservation is the
only hope for the nation. The
great majority of the mischiefs
done by governments are trace-
able to the ignorance of those ap-
pointed to administer them,

! All students of history are
agreed that the Constitution is a
compact between the States and
that all power not expressly giv-
en to the central government
(except the part that is abolished)
is reserved to the States. The re-
sult is that the United States can
do only what the Constitution
permits it to do, and a State .can’
do everything that the Consti-
tution does not forbid it to do. It
follows that within the geo-
graphical bounds of every state
two governments are operating

two governments operatmg at
the same time and in the same
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for his inauguration in the night
time and in disguise, afraid to
trust himself among a people of
whom he claimed to be' Chief
Magistrate; that he  was chosen
by 39 per cént of the aggregate
popular votes of the States; that
he was maug‘u.'rated on. March 4,
1861 and on April 15th, without |,

75,000 troops, and that this call
of Congress excited alarm and

Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Tmnessee, ' Kentucky, Ar-
kansas | and Missouri, = which
states’ had not up to -that time
passed any acts of secession; and’
that denunc:atory replies were
made to this call by most of
these States; and I' wonder how
many people know or have in-
formed the students that when
Congress finally assembled on
July' 4th of the same year, -l{t
failed to pass a a-uolu.ﬁn’l
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place. The means devised to
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No person can. have any intels §
ligent understanding of the Cons |
stitution without ‘a study of the
debates of the framers of this
great document. Just so long as
the mass of the people ave unable,
to understand the structure and
administration of their govern-
ment they will continue to be
dupes of callow statesmen and
professional office seekers and
victims of misgovernment, It is
indeed a sad spectacle to see
principles and the lessons of his-
tory ignored, and the theories of
men and political expedience ac-
cepted for our guidance, making
vassals of our states and depen-
dents of our people. As a result
of unauthorized centralization of
government we now have a mass
of governmental confusion al-
most, if not, beyond human com-
prehension and impossible of
democratic control.

The great question which now
confronts the American people
is whether or not a written Con-
stitution is an effective barrier
to the avarice of classes, the am-
bition of individual, the schemes
of party, or the machinations of
fanatics? This question must be
answered in the negative unless
the Constitution is fairly and
impartialy taught in - our
schools, colleges, and universi-
ties.
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