Stan Spence, pictared above, at his place of business in front of
‘the Morn Packing Plant, just west of Kinston, for the first
19 is'not off to the baseball wars this winter. Stan,

good enough during his 10 years in the major leagues to

to play four times in the All-Star Game, says he still

night get a little semi-pro ball in
For the first time in 19 years
| Kinston’s Stan Spence is miss-
++/|'ing from.the sound of the bat

* | against ball, the slap of horse-

hide into a well olled mitt and

" Daniels, the. perverse profanity of the
\ Dan- baselines as an old coach tells
il ropkie how to “hit the

‘| %he 0ld spiked ‘shoes and glove
: LS in ‘spite of the fact that he still
%5 Xies has same “good baseball left in

License |bis system”
A e 5 b taes. Sith . JoatD SBabs
: _| the s a sharp double
or | Dotted the issue of oneha:m:i- or triple, a trick he was noted
ense  duting the past for in the Major leagues where
40 Thomas Ham, 24, and he played 10 seasons, Stan is
18, both of|{DOW In a different kind of
“cleaning up” business. He and
his pariner, Jack Hall, of the
.| Southern Beptic Tank Company
are busy as bird dogs making
and instaling these most neces-
sary pieces of equipment to
homes that are not reached by

. urban sewer lines.

r Chedks issued «during the past| Stan, native of Kentucky, who
simonth hy the Lenoir County|becime a North Carolinian by
Department of Publie Welfare | marriage back in 1936 while
totxlled $39,668 for the.catego-|playing with' Rocky Mount of
giss labled “public  assistance,” | the ' Pledmont League, recalls—
which ‘ncludes sid fo the aged, | now that a little sun is in the
a2l to dependent children and|late winter skies—that his first
ald to the permanent and to-|trip to.the baseball wars came
tally’ @issbled. . in the spring of 1935 when he
“ The largest group of checks|was sent to Eau Clajre, Wisc.,
went te the children’s group|a team of the Red Sox chain.
with $17924 going to the 1,178|Stan at least thought it was
an | Spring. but he began to have
or- | doubis when they had a “ga-
losher- top”-snow early in May
an| After one season with the
Eau 'Claire lads, Stan was then
moved up & notch o the
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this year if it ean be lined up.

he wound up with a 323 bat-
ting average and was Ssecond
man in the loop for two-baggers.

Until 1948 Stan belonged to
the Benators but then he ‘was
bought back by the Red BSox
who . were trying - hard to get
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fic Coast: League

when 'he was ordered back out:
to the West Coast he objected
and was sent instead to Spring-
field, Mass. ‘Then later that
year he was sold to Portsmouth
and that ended the trip around
the baseball world-so far as Stan
was concerned..

But now he is limber from
plenty of work around his sep-
tic tank plant and a new spar-
kle comes into his eye when
baseball is ‘mentioned and he is
thinking about the chance of
getting a little “semi-pro ball in
this summer,”

Stan in reply to the question,
Who was the best pitcher he
faced in his 10 years, replies
without hesitation, “Old Spud
Changdler. That rascal struck
me out four times in a game
once.” ~And then after a reflec-
tion, Spence added, “Old Tommy
Bridges also pulled that trick on
me one day. 100.”

Asked if there was among the
big name pitchers one that he
had:no trouble with, Stan again
replied without hesitation, “Bob
Feller, he was always easy for
me to hit”

Stan, was, asked to name the
pick of the players that he play-
ed with and .agalnst during his
10-years and here was the line-

.{ up he chose
Ted !

_York ‘at’ First, Bobby
i nd, Vern Stephens
and George Kell




