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One of the most delightful fea-
‘tures of Jon, Goddens :novels is|
the skillful use she makes of the
“‘timeless indifference’” of nature
as a backdrop for violent human
-emotions. In a WINTER’S TALE
.she uses a snowbound English
country side to isolate her charac-
ers so that there are no outside in-
fluences to stay the inevitable out-
come of her situation. The gilence,
‘the penetrating cold,, the white-
ness of the untrwked snow, the
smell of conifers, all are defty
presented, and the seething emo-
tions of her characters seem all
the more potent in contrast.
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éIrmn.uum and a dog people
¥

Jeroma Holt, a gophisticated au-
thor who has amassed -enough of
this world’s goods to be able fo
maintain his London apartment, a
cofnforable retreat in' the mgliah
'sheep -country, -and his pasd!on for
growing ' orchids.

Una, a young actress who pur-
sues Jerome with complete aban-
dom .— sometimes with wiliness,
sometimes with honesty — but al-
ways with determination. }

(Peter, Jerome’s man-of-all-
work, who has found a refuge from
physical and emotional disfigure-
ment in the hideaway, and who
tends the house, the orchids, Jer-
ome himself and his dog with jeal-
ous devotion, .

Sylvie, Jerome’s proud, seml

tive and possesawe Alsatian, who
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Miss Godden is the eldest of four ||
msters, one of whom is Rumer|

‘Godden, the novelist. Born in Ben-

gal, India, she has spent her life|l .
there and in England | B
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