The school people of fhis
state deserve better than this
Certainly they do not deserve
back-handed. suggestions: that
education ih North Carolina has
not made great strides towards
excellence — much less. statisti-
cal misrepresentations to the ef-
fect that the people of this state
have not made great sacrifices
to build a school system of which
they can be proud. No barrage
of irrelevant, odious compari-
sons should mislead the people
of North Carolina into being
ashamed of their achievements.

One hardly knows where to
‘begin in beating back the brush-!
fire of statistical nonsense pour-
ing forth from the newspapers’
ed%borhl pages. So it costs the
taxpayers of New York vastly
more, per student, to operate
public schools thut is ‘the-case
in North Carolina! So what?
‘What the editors don’t compare
is the cost of living in New York
as opposed to that in North
Carolina. Of the cost of
land for school sites in New
York. Or the cost of construc-
tion there,

A school teacher in New York
often pays as much each month
for a place to park her car as
a teacher in North Carolina
spends on groceries. If the news-
papers want to get into an hon-
est set of comparisons, let’s have
some on the cost of living, the

that ‘our own comparisons are
we mention dmplv to illul-
trate a point. New York simply
cannot be compared to Ni
Carolina, any more than ipplas
can be co with oranges.
The two states are entirely dif-
ferent entities, with differing
conditions, differing costs, and
differing economies. And we
may as well say it: What North
Carolinian would trade living
conditions with his counterpart
in New York?

True enough, progreu in any
field — education or anything
else — will always be an uphill
climb. We have a long way to
go, and when every person now
alive in both North Carolina and
New York is gone, there will

newspaper editors to shame and
degrade those who have worked
so_ hard and achieved so much
in our-own time.

gize to no one, least of

any newspaper editor, for what
has been done in the field of
education in our state, This sta-
tion stands second to nobody in
its support for adequate compen-
sation and the most efficient
working conditions for our
teachers. But it is important to
remember that not the least

among the problems being en-
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still be goals to achieve and i
gress to be made. Bntthatf
reason: ‘for:-politi ted

North Carolina needs to a :
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ly resort to odious co
in falsely implying tha
tion is ‘going to
North Carolinians probably
should chuckle at this sfatistical |}

.|nonsense and then, after con-

sidering the source, continue
about the business of building a
finer North Carolina. If the press

is unwilling to ‘help, it should |

not be allowed to hurt. -
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