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Captain James Pratt III Awarded 
Distinguished Flying Cross for 
Heroism in Vietnam on January 31st 

Army Captain James T. Pratt 
HI, whose parents live at 1411 
Queen St., Kinston, received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross May 
25 in Vietnam. 

Capt Pratt received the award 
for heroism in action which en- 

gaged in aerial flight in connec- 
tion with ground operations 
agaist a hostile force in Viet- 
nam. * 

An instructor pilot assigned to 
the United States Army, Viet- 
nam’s AH-IG New Equipment 
Training Team, he entered the 
Army in November 1962 and 
was last stationed at Ft. Rucker, 
Ala., before arriving in Vietnam 
last August. He also has re- 
ceived the Bronze Star Medal 
and 17 awards of the Air Medal. 
The captain graduated from 
Grainger High School in 1953 
and attended The Citadel, 
Charleston, S. C. His wife, 
Jeanne, lives at 613 Cameron 
Drive. 

The text of Captain Pratt’s 
citation reads: 

For heroism, while participat- 
ing in aerial flight, evidenced 
by voluntary actions above and 
beyond the call of duty in the 
Republic of Vietnam: Captain 
Pratt distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions 
on 31 January 1968 as pilot of 
an attack helicopter supporting 
ground units during the com- 

munist Lunar New Year offen- 
sive in III Corps Tactical Zone. 
Enemy forces launched a series 
of coordinated attacks through- 
out the country.. Captain Pratt's 
first call for assistance came 

from a unit pinned down in a 

village near his base. Quickly 
arming a helicopter damaged in 
previous missions that day, he 
flew to the battle site and di- 
rected a devastating attack on 

the insurgents. He ignored with- 
ering -enemy automatic weapons 
fire directed at his ship and 
made deadly rocket and machine 
gun strafing runs which inflict- 
ed heavy casualties to the at- 
tackers and forced them to with- 
draw. After refueling and re- 

arming his helicopter, he flew 
to help repel an attack on II 
Field Force Headquarters. His 
savage barrage on enemy posi- 
tions enabled infantry forces to 
advance and destroy the Viet 
Cong. He was then called to aid 
a Vietnamese unit defending the 
Joint General Staff Headquart- 
ers in Saigon. There he braved 

Southeastern Boat 

Races Sunday at 

Trent Pines Club 
Preparations by the New Bern 

Jaycees for the Southeastern Di- 
vision Championship Hydro- 
plane Hales at the Trent Pines 
Club fin New Bern are under 
way. 

The race will be held Sunday 
afternoon, July 14, as announc- 
ed by Project Chairman Jimmy 
Andrews. 

About 200 top boat racers 
from 6 or 7 states are expect- 
ed since this race is a must for 
the national races. Last year 
this race was held in Miami, 
Florida. » 

The races will begin at 1 p.m. 
and will last approximately until 
6:00 pm. Children under 12 are 
admitted free. 

Plan to bring the entire fam- 
ily and enjoy a fun fifled exdb 

withering hostile fire as he re- 

petted iy attacked enemy posi- 
tions in nearby buildings. He 
skillfully directed his fire to pre- 
vent hitting civilian houses in 

th* area and 

_ m * ing tha insurgents fo 
from th# action with haavy cas- 

ualties. Captain Pratt1* out- 
standing flying ability ahd da- 
votion to duty war* in kaoping 
with tha highest traditions of tha 
military service and reflect 
graat credit upon himself, his 
unit, and th* United States 
Army. 
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LBJ and Violence 
"Are the n*di of violence 

nurtured through tho public's 
airwaves, the screens of the 

i neighborhood theaters, the 
news media and other forms of 
communication that reach the 
family and our young?"—Presi- 
dent Johnson, June 10, 1966. 

If LBJ wants the answer to 
this question posed the other 
day to members of his newly- 
created Presidential Commission 

to Investigate Violence, perhaps 
one place to start is his own TV 
station in Austin. 

The LBJ station, KTBC-TV, is 
known in the business as a 

“cherry picker” since it is the 
only one in Austin and is, there- 
fore, p e r m it t e d to pick and 
choose from the programming 
of all three major networks. 
What programs does the LBJ 
station select for showing to the 

UseRwWg*: CONCRETE 
No Mess — No Waiting — 

Our Ready-Mixed Concrete 
Is on the Job When You Need 
It. 

Also Sand, Gravel and Crushed 
Stone. 

Barrus Ready Mixed 
Concrete Company 

Free Estimates — New Bern Highway. Kinston. N. C. 

ONE 
HIGH 

STANDARD 

The same thoughtful 
complete dignified service is accorded all 
regardless of the cost of the funeral selected. 

Garaev's Funeral Home 
Dial JA 3-2124 or JA 3-2125 

Kinston, N. C. 

1 

Frosty Morn 
Meats Inc. 

“Helping to build a better Livestock 
Market lor Eastern North Carolina” 

families and youngsters of the 
Austin area? 

A look at KTBC’s scheduling 
for -one week lists some of the 
best of the*hoot-’em-up shows, 
including the Avengers, the In- 
vaders, Mission Impossible, Gun- 
smoke, Felony Squad, NYPD, 
Rat Patrpl, Garrison’s Gorillas, 
FBI, Guns of Will Sonnet and 
To Catch a Thief. 

Does KTBC plap to cut back 
on such programming in the 
wake of LBJ’s concern? If it 
does, it’s keeping it pretty quiet. 
Ih fact, the station’s president 

and general manager, J. C. Kel- 
lam, would even talk to the 
Newsletter about it. 

If LBJ wants to pursue his 
question, Mr. Kellam’s number 
is 512—GR2-2424. 

“Shine. Mister?” 
“No!” 
“Shine ’em so you can see 

your face.” 
“Don’t bpther me!” 
“Afraid to eee your face, Mis- 

ter?” 

FLATWALL FINISH 
Now is the time to decorate with 
Blue Ridge QUALITY paint at LOW 
COST. A wide selection of pastel 
colors available; also matching 
Alkyd semigloss Enamel for wood- 
work and kitchens. Come in today 
— We'll be happy to assist jn 
every way. 

"YOUR BEST PAINT BUY" 

$4.50 

• Ready to Use 

• Easy to Apply 
• Quick Drying 
• Lasts Longer 

PER GALLON 

BUZZARD BUILDING SUPPL 

Kinston, hi. C. 

OUTSTANDING 

POWER 
MOWERS 

BEFORE YOU BUY TRY A 

LAWNFLITE 
HEAVY DUTY 22-INCH MOWER WITH 3'A H.P. 

BRIGGS-STRATTON EASY START MOTOR. 

WITH EASE IT CUTS TOUGH GRASS 

AND HIGH WEEDS! 

Try It On Your Lawn Today! 
NO OBLIGATION 


