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Fanning The Flames

In the tense and unhappy situation
our public schools have been forced
there is nothing more certain than an
ultimate explosion of frightening pro-
portions if 9chool officials do mnot face
their responsibility with courage and
quit fanning the smoldering embers of
racial animosity.

Since school began this fall two inci-
dents have arisen: one in the city school
system and the most recent in the coun-
ty schools, and in each school officials
took the blind attitude that if they look-
ed in the other: direction the problem
would just go away.

In the first incident an asmstant prin-
cipal (white) slugged a colored student
after the student had cut him on the
arm. The principal resigned, which is
exactly what he should have done. if
he lacked the ability to control his tem-

per. Permanent expulsion of the student,

and criminal indictment for the cutting
of the principal were exactly what
should have happened to the student.
But, of course, this did not happen.

Now last week a colored teacher in
the county system has beaten “a
white girl with a stick. .School officials
tried to smother this affair, rather than

they mishehave.

The unruly child should be dlsciphn—
ed by its parents, and if/the eparents
either refuse or iry and then fail to
bring their child under control then
school authorities should simply exert
their authority by permanently expelling
any such child.

But blows struck by either teacher
or student in anger, or in calm disci-
pline, are‘wrong, and dangerous and
should ‘never be tolerated by any school
system.

Union Help?

Some unions have a most unusual
way of representing the working man.
Congider: In 1929 there were 18 daily
newspapers in New York City. Today
only three survive because of unreason-
able demands made by the unions which
purpm*t to repr'éaént'th'a trades needed

Cfty
the

of the thme suriiving Nﬁw ¥
daﬂiesism!mdorumon attack

,netremﬂtinﬂleverynmmttwem

be just two daily newspaper whero not
80 Very lohg ago there wm 18.

firing him’summarily for such a tdind]y ‘paper.
stupid act. B

‘Any teachar who is not awal

m only person in the world such ap-
pointed judges have to pleue is the

people who appoint them. -
. Instead of going in this direction, our

feeling is that we ought to go in the

exact opposite direction, let's make all .
federal judges elective rather than ap-
pointed for life; let's eliminate these ap-
pointed special superior court judges in
our state judicial-system, let’s make
superior court judges come up for elec-
tion more frequently than they do now.

It’s hard to believe that there’s a joh
more important than that ‘of president
of these United States and the president
has to be elected every four years —

‘and more important fhan that the presi-

dent is limited to two terms in office

while judges can stay in office until they

can’t chew clabber and until they can’t
count to ten with their shoes on.

of view have been silenced and New
Yorkers are exposed to less controversy
in their news and editorial diet than we
hicks out here in the sticks.

We generally have a big city daily,
our home fown daily, a county weekly
and two or three radio and television
opinions to challenge our thinking,
But this is matural in one sense. The
Cliff dwellers of New York City in spite
of their effort to-appear 5o v wise
have salways been and always will be
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thegovemment Justice tohejusthas ‘
to treat each individual nndeachmue

with equity under the law. Sometimes
the law. itself creates inequities, but it
is not the right of the trial court to at-
" tempt to correct statutory inequities, but
to accept the law ahd let the deciding of .
.constitutional issues of equity be ‘de-
cided at the appelate level.

Yet a.great many trial court judges
eat their outin a desperate effort
to anticipate appellate decisions or to
prostrate themselves. under the now fot-
ally disregarded principle of “stare de-
cisis”, which converted to the language
of everyday usage means. to continue
runming things on the basis of previous
decisions by those appéllate courts. Ob-
viously this has become impossible since
there are mo g landmarks
by which the trhl court can guide its
actions. ‘What was the law. yesterday is
not the law today and what’s said to be
the rule of law today will very likely
not be the hw tomorrow

-

Thiy lack of recognizable landmarks
has imposed upon the drial judge the
most terrible responsibility he has ever
had. to suffer. Now he has almost un-
restricted power to wheel and deal how-
ever he wishes, because the wildest de-
cision he may make might be upheld by
appellate courts, while the most proper -
and logical and legal interpretation that
he might make may and frequently has.
been tossed aside by the activism that
has infected the highest court of the
hnd in ‘recent ﬂmas

‘the mostprovh;ial eqllequonof mrrow‘ .




