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sw,” I added, with all the kindness
1 r I could assume, “ whether you are anx-
tolnd work, for ] want a youth to assist my
‘uahm "
. The poor lad twisted and twirled his bundle about
after only placing his band to his head, manag-
od to utter an awkward answer, and said he would
be very thankful.
, I mentioned not a word about what I had over-
. heard with regard to the penny, but inviting him in-
" te the house, I sent for the coachman, to whose care,
I entrusted the new comer.

Nearly a month had passed after this meeting and
comversation had occurred, when I reselved to make
some inquiries of the coachman, regarding the con-
duct of the lad.

“ A better boy never came into the house, sir; and
as for wasting anything, bless me, sir, I know not
where he has been brought up, bat I really believe
he would considet it a sin, if he did not give the
crumbs of bread to the birds every moraning.”

“J] am glud to hear so good an account,” I re-
plied.

# And as for his good nature, sir, there is not a
servant among us that doesn't speak well of Joseph.
He reads to us while we sup, and he writes all our
eiters for us. ' Ob, sir, be bas got more learning than
all of us put trgether; and what's mors, he dosn't
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he writes our letters.”
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willingly for the time you have buuliu.

beg of you to fulfil the duties of collecting M.. .

our firm, which has become vacant by the death of
a very old and faithful assistant.”

Joseph thanked me in the most unassuming man«
ner, and I was asked to take care of his money,
since I had promised to provide him with suitable
clothing for his new occupation.

It will be unnecessary to relate how, step by step,
this poor country lad proceeded to win the confi-
dence of myself and partner. The accounts were
always correct to a penny ; and whenever his salary
became due, he drew out of my hands no more than
he absolutely needed, even to a penny. At length
he had saved a sufficient sum of money to be depos-
ited in the bank.

It so happened that one of our customers, who
carried on a successful business, wanted an active
This person was of eccentric habits, and
considerably advanced in years. Scrupulously just,

he looked on every penny, and invariably discharged
his workmen, 1f they were not equally scrupulous In
their dealing 'with him.

Aware of this peculiarity of temper, there was no
person I could recommend but Joseph; and after
overcoming the repugnance of my partner, who was
unwilling to be deprived of so valuable an nssistant,
Joseph was duly received wto the firm of Richacd
Fairbrother & Co. Prosperity attended Joseph in
his new undertaking, and never suffering & penny
difference to appear in his transactions, he so com-

pletely won the confidence of his senior purtner, thas
he left im the whole of bis business, as hoe:pnu-

¢d {a his will “even to the very last penny.”




