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THE RED CAMOMILE (PYRETHRUM ROSEUM)
FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF INSECTS.

- For some years a vague report has reached us of
a Cancasian plant having astonishing and eminent-
ly useful pmpartiet-_-gthat of destroying fleas and

lomeyem the red f momilc
people from one of the _most’ shpminsble plagues
which afflict sensitive lmmnnitv Some details of a
plant of so certain a future as that the red camomile,
will be, without doubt, acceptable to our readers.

- In Transcausia, its country, this ,lant bears also
the name of the Persian camomile, the flea-killer, the

lec l'?. ; It forms a little shrub with perenmal
ots, bre ched twelve to

{] fteen

| tﬁe ﬂowera will nlao J"""f"?'--

1o be cu ted as an ornament in our gardens ,) tha
e "‘ﬁ &ry up after the ripening of the seeds, but the.
roots are perennial, and for some years mmay be mul-
tiplied by division. Freshly gathered, the flowers |
are not very odorous, but dricd they acquire an odor ,
80 strong and penetrating that it kills all the i insects
and all the verinin, of which, until now, no certain
agent of destruction has been found. The red cam-
omile can bear 20 degrees Centigrade of frost, a tem-
perature to which it is cften submitted on the Cau-
casian mountains and o the pliies elevated from
4,500 to 6,000 feet above the sea level.  Although
it inhabits virgin soil, it is easily brought into cul- |
tivation in gardens, and, since its energetic proper- |

ties have been recognizéd, it is cultivated in a large |
| way ia different parts 6! southeru Russin.  One very
rentarkable faet is, that thie knowledue of the seeret _-
of the manufucture of ghe red camomile powder for
the destruction of fleas, &c.,
in Cancasia, about ten years, while the employment |

only dates back, even

of this strong powder was known in regions far dis- |
tant from Circassia,
merchant, named Sumbitoff, tra
Asia, observed that the inhabitunts sprinkled them-
selves with a powder to preveat the stings of insects.
This powder was nothing else than that made of the
flowers of the red camowmile.  Returned to his coun-
try, our Armeanian told his sua of the.discovery, and
taugit him to recognize the plaut. Theson became
poor by reverses of fortune, bhut Lethought himself |
of his father's secret; Lie sct uimsell then to make
" tliis powder, and rctuenk\\ th very large profits from
this trade. In 1818, ke sold a pood (about twenty |

It scems that an Arwmenian
veling in the south of |
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' animals.

twhich ravage his figld.

kilogrammes) of cmomilo, gowder_, at twenty-five
rubles, (near one bundred a » though the
secret had been publishied |
preparation of tbﬁf, owd
lages in the ('ﬂll!l!ﬁ L
given up to the cult

flowers are gathered in dry
good | can collect from thirty o ty lbs,
of these ﬁld flowers. They generally d ry them in
the sun; but it is remarked that these dried in the
shade have mvlrtne The bed of flowers is stir-
red from time to time to help the drying. Three or
four dnya is qnﬁoient to drive off every trgce of
moisture. '“ﬁﬂuin one pouad of dried flowers it
requlm GWM hundred pouﬂqrof ﬁ:esh ones s
They are then re 7"

hand, and :
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this powdor, We mus t state,
alone there are made each year

' the Russian Empire, mort tlmn {6
| Barou Folkersahn has rocently pub sl
paper on the cultivation of the red ean
memoir terminates with ‘the folbﬂl’ng renis}

That this powder preserves you from ﬂeu AT

—

[lt kills flies, gnats, maggots, liee, and even tho :

| which are produced in the ‘wounds of our dom it
To kill insects provided with wings, fbey‘

‘mix a little of this with a substance that will attact

them ; for instance, to de stroy flies, it is mixed with
sugar. . M. Polkersalin desxrca'tlmt, the effects of thig
powder should be tried on other inscets and worms
huriful to man or to Lis horticultural plantations.—
lTe adds, that if cxperiments demonstrate the effica-
¢y pl this powder, each person could cultivate # the
" corner of his garden a certain number of plants of
red camomile, to kill the insects, caterpillars, &e.,
From .an appyoximate cal-
culation, it is found that a space of eighteen gquare
versts furnishes a quintal of powder. Mr. B. Roezl,
who lived a long time in Russia, states that the In-
seeten pulver (powder of the Pyrethrum) is imported

| every year from Persia and the Cancasian provinces
riinto all parts of the Russian Empire ; and that, dsed

fresh, sprinkled over tlie window-sills. it makes all

 the flies fall indtantly, asphyxiating them; but that

at the end of a year it loses its energy. Healso

 states that it is the Pyrethrum carneum and rosenm
‘ which produce this powdnr —annal d' Horticulture
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