THE ARATOR.
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vices of & farm hand, while a
o\hm- cmﬂoy'ment would obtain thrice that sum. A
man that had m«:’hnnlcaf skill suficient to whittle
out & clder-tap, make a,wooden linchpin, and turn
A gﬂndctone, wonlcF do very well for a farm hand,
provided he was physically endued with the power
to work and possessed the will* to do it. Perliaps
there wa's no business that required so little exercise
of the intellectual faculties as farming under the old
regime. Plow and sow in the spring, harvest in the
summer ‘and‘autumn, and thresh in the winter, about
corered the ground of necéssary knowledge.

All these things have undergone a change within
_ afew years. The best hand npw employed upon a

_ﬁ farm is not the man who can cut the neatest swarth
"' &Qf thresh, out the most grain with a flail*  Farm ma-
ot b““““‘? 18 Workmg a wonderful revolution in agn-

cultural prdoems and is-doing much of the work
_better and much more rapidly than it was execyted

- 'bﬂho old hand process. We remember an old far-’

mer who prided himself npon the splendid manner,
in which he bron,dcas.t his seed wheat, and he would
point to the green field in the fall after the grain was
up, proudly contrasting it with his neighbor's streak-
ed ground. But at length that neighbor purchased
& grain drill, and the comparison, thenceforth was
_decidedly in his favor. The old farmer could never
speak complacently of a grain drill afterwards, de-
elaring it would ruin all skill in sowing, and enable
a mere clodhopper to scatter sced equakto the best
wheat-grower in the world. '

Who would think at the present day of falling
back upon the tlail to do the threshing ofour grain?
And yet, the writer remembers to have heard it grave-
ly argued that a threshing machine was & miserable
fnvention, and vastly inferior to the flail; that it was
far better for a farmer to hire a couple of men two
or three months in the winter to thresh out his wheat
than to have it done by a macline in as many days.
‘It spoiled the straw,” it was said ; “the cattle would
not eat it half as well as they wonld tbat thrown out

day by day as threshed by a flail;” with other ar-

guments equally as cogent, and which would now be
~ regarded at least as evidences of partial insanity.

The gang-plow, the wheel-cultivator, the hoe-rake, |

the corn-sheller, and, above -all, the mower and the

reaper, are additional illustrations of the revplution-

that is going on in the agricultural departments of
human industry, brought about by the direct appli-
cation of scientific knowledge and inventive genius
in the substitution of niachinery for manual Jabor.

All of our energetic agriculturists are ndoptipg'

machinery more or less, as their surplus means will
admit ; and the lively rattle of the mower and the

reaper will very soon be heard in innumerable fields
. that never hefore, in gathering the harvest, felt any-

9& mechanic at any | thing but the llow-m movement of ﬂu

| This intelligent desire on the part of the fsr-al
to do their work by machinery instead of iulluu
muscle, has, within a few years, built o es-
tablishments vi{c agricultural lmp!mentl ‘are
made. They rival,in many instances, the machine-
shope of manufactories and railroads, and employ
- greab numbers of men. ‘I‘hepromimtobj&hlpu'
agricultaial warehouse are no longer the plow, the
rake, and the scythe, although these mbynolpm

‘dispensed with. The mower, the reaper, the drill,

and otlter kindred instruments, now occupy,the fore-
ground, and the farmer, well to do inthe worldf#ays
as many dollars for a machine to do hia work as for-
merly for th mpler instruments ho paid cqm —
Bat the differénce is more than compensated by the
rapidity.and certainty with which the work is,

cuted, and the reduced: number of uﬂp‘.
A few men in the harvest-field att 8 dollars a day

very soon absorb the entire cosf of a geaper. |

In view of the cbango which is taking place in
the processes of agriculture, it behooves our farmers,
especially the young, to educate themselves with some
reference to these paints. . N human knowledge ever
came amiss,.and we never heard of a man, farmer or
otherwise, who knew too much, although there ato.
very many familiar instanges.of individuals placing
too high an estimate upon their own abilities. A
thorough knowledge of Natural Philosophy, especi-

| ally in the department of mechanics, is of the high-

est importance to the farmer; for in many of, the
implements, as much gkill is requisite to ufe them
successfully as to use an ordinary s!eam-ehgine.\ ‘The
time is not far distant, if indeed it is not to-day, when
good mechanical abilities will be ag much needed in
agriculture a5 in the trades, and will be as amply re~

w* vded.
i

THE. ROLLER A%D ITS ADVANTAGES.-

Tuxre is no agrignltural implement so seldom met
with in this conntry, perhaps, as the roller; and yet
it is one of the most useful of uténsils. Whereyour
ground is soft -and ‘loatmy, 'if you have not time to
pick up the stones upon it, you can roll them in, and
produce, at little expense, a smooth-and elean sur-
face, rendering your fields free from hummocks, and
ﬁttmg them for plowing and mowing. And it has
been mentwned by some that the roller is. a'useful
fmplement upon ground in which the frost has heav-

———

“ed out the grass and clover rootd, . ‘It may-possess

an advantage in this respect, and no doubhreuldbo
a fine thing to level and pressdown damp luulnhm
clover is sown, and would be likely o hiédve, -

The roller which we would recommend ﬁijum’
al ldnntnge, is mdo vfdl twouptnuﬂht,uoh




