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{ ﬁm FUNCTIO\T OF SALT IN AGRICULTURE.
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It has long been thought, that the beneficial action

of salt upon =oils is due to a power of fixing amme-

| mda; and with this view, it has frequently Leea
. spread over the surluce of dung-heaps, with the o!f-
&b ONE DOLLAR A YEAR, invariably in advance, l | Ject of'prevculing e gy of llfc.ammonia R
. i duced in the process of decomposition. Jn sowae
BEF™ Advertisements, not exceeding twelve lines | cages, it appeared to have been more or logs succesas
101’ each and every insertion, onc dollar—c U“m““"g. ful, while in others it has signally fuiled. The quese
| tion of its absorption of the ammonia eliminated
during these changes, is very difficult of investigae
tion. ' That an admixture of salt with guano, res
tards the exhalation of ammonia from the lattes;
seems to be strikingly proved Ly the recent experi.
ments of a well known French chemist, A, Bare

”‘" 50 much extended, 'h‘t the question of | ral exposed to the air, for fiftecu days, equal weights

 derived from its use, which formerly | of guano, and of guano previously mixed with half
"itlﬁight of salt; the amount of nitrogen in each

w Qﬁa to so much discussion, can no longer be |

Facts have accumulated, which establish

boyond pll question, that its application to certain

éoel increcse their fertility, and improve the
aracts of the crops grown on them. In this state
@ case, it is exceedingly desirable, that we should
' dul' an idea as possible of the rationaie of

1 ’i’ou to be able to determine definitely

i} nhder what circumstances it may he

J'W?‘d- o
Ip A. Beauchamp Northeote,

ti h-oyal College of Cheq!my |
a ;u'les of expomehu_wﬁich

om | E‘M on thu mmwpu obs

“determived at the end of that die, he fourd
that mﬂ guano had lost 11.0 per cent. of ita
nlh'ogll, whilst that mixed with salt had lost enly
5 per céut. This experiment oy be considered dee
cisive as regards the influence of suit in retardioy
the exhalation of ammonia, but it throws no lighs
on the modus operandi ot its action. In fact the most
natural suppoesition i, that the untiseptic qualities
uf the salt retard the processes of decay by whiu
ammonia is extricated. -

i Bemre entering npon his experiments, waich sro
r md to the absorption of ammonio, Mr, Norths
1 \*tﬁo analysis and table of cousmuentg of
gpecimens of agricuitural seld, cnlcuulM (=%
) parts of the dey salt. This we appead:




