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Community Spirit
Within the past three or four days we have had the

pleasure of attending various civic, social and business
meetings in the town. We suppose that native sons aiid
daughters, not to speak of long time residents, of Rox-
boro take these affairs as a matter of course, as duties
to be performed with a quite proper and to be expected
mixture of self interest joined with public duty sense.

And yet we wonder if the average citizen, the one
who is content to let John do it, really appreciates what
these self-appointed public servants of Roxboro do for
their town ? It takes time to go to a Scout Council meet-
ing; it takes time to “dress” and attend a Parent Teach-
es association reception and it takes time to go to a ci-
vic meeting whose main concern happens to be the pro-

motion of sound business relationships
It might as easily be said that it takes time to go

to the movies or to attend a club or a mid-week church
service. It does, but it must be said that many citizens
find time to “go” because they, in their hearts, want to

do so. In the same manner other people in a town find
moments enough to have their pleasures, observe reli-
gious principles and seek culture, and to “go” the extra
mile of public service.

To be sure, these same people if they want to be
callous about it can defend themselves by saying that
public service brings its own returns in an increased so-
cial ease and in a no less increased financial prosperity.
But that is not the whole story. In even a crass and
practical age public service and community spirit have
their rewards, rewards not to be measured in terms of
personal profits.

In the past few weeks the truths of this have come
home to us in no uncertain measure. Yardsticked by oth-

er and larger cities in North Carolina, Roxboro cannot
yet be called a genuine urban center. It is still marked
with symbols closely associating it with the rural coun-
ty from which it draws its social and economic support.
But the people in Roxboro and in Person County are
also much closer to genuine living and to friendly co-
operative consideration than they realize.

When a town’s Scout meeting, P. T. A. reception
and civic club meeting draws its best people, from both
the town and county, there is already in existance a live
and an active community spirit. Frequently, within the
last few weeks, we have been asked, quite naturally,
how we liked Roxboro and Person county. This editorial
can be taken as a personal and a distinctively affirma-
tive answer. We like both. But we know, as well as the
most died in the wool native, that Community Spirit in
itself is not enough. To be effective this spirit must run
and not be weary, it must walk and not faint and it
must never be tired of well doing.
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Out of a Book
At the considerable risk of being termed “high

brow”, although that word is now out of fashion among
people who really are “that way”, we venture to say
that we have read a book: “Son of Carolina”, by Augus-

tus White Long.
Augustus White Long now lives in the secure re-

tirement furnished by old age. Having ended his career
as a professor of English at Princeton university, he
came home to his native North Carolina and is now at
Brevard with certain members of his family. But in-
stead of sitting in the sun and thinking about the days
when he was a boy in Chapel Hill,Mr. Long has written

. an autobiography in which all of these memories, to-
gether with some others belonging to the outside world
of Baltimore, Cambridge and Princeton, have been pre-
served.

Although he denies it, “Son of Carolina” may have
been written to please the author. Os a certain, itpleases
us and under that judgment nothing else really matters.
It will come to many readers, as it did to us, that Mr.
Long has had an unusually varied career for a professor.
But the interesting thing about the variations is mainly
the manner in which they were brought about.

There is in itself nothing particularly unique in
being born into a distinctly middle-class North Carolina
home. The same thing happens every day of the year all
over tfre state, all over the nation, for that matter. Not
all of us, however, are blessed with the power to rem-
ember significant small details of our pedestrian lives.

Mr. Long does remember them and he puts them
into his chronicle. When a native North Carolinian is
done with a reading of “Son of Carolina” he knows he
has lived through a book containing not only an expla-
nation of Mr. Long’s life but also an explanation of the
common and the average life in the. “Tar Heel” state.
Without being as sensational as the late Tom Wolfe, os
as philosophic as the poetic Paul Green, Dr. Long catches
the movement, both past and present, of our way of
living. He is at home in Brevard. He would be at home
here and in Person County.

00 0 0

The Way It Strikes Us
Today is Sunday, and the last of two-three-four or

more revivals held in Roxboro churches will
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Thanksgiving Query—‘When Do We Eat?*

? November 30 \

? Undecided \ j

Divided response was accorded President Roosevelt’s action in setting
Thanksgiving a week alicr.d. Twenty-two states will celebrate on Novem-
>er 23, the new I’a'.e; 21 will celebrate traditionally on November 30;
Texas wi I have tw.. Thanksgivings and Mississippi was undecided.

soon be closed. Within the past few weeks there has
been a tremendous amount of church going here. But
unless the lasting benefits of an active religious enthus-
iasm are to be preserved through the remaining winter,
spring and summer seasons, a short period of extra
church attendance will not have been productive of that
good desired by all churchmen and ministers, regard-
less of denominational affiliations.

The sharp contrast between the world as it is and
Heaven on earth as it should be, comes closely home if
you happen to attend church on Sunday and then go to
the courthouse on Monday. We suppose that the men
and women who faced Judge Burney’s bar of justice in
Person’s Superior court were no better and no worse
than the rest of us might be—under this or that twist-
ing circumstance of fate.

We are reasonably sure, however, that if only a
portion of the religious spirit engaged by revival and
special services could be more generally spread and sus-
tained outside of church walls during the entire year
judges in the courts would have fewer and considerably
less hardened prisoners to deal with. The world is hard
and difficult: it is the true churchman’s job to make it
less so.

History and Curiosity
Christian Science Monitor

The British public, avid to ask questions about the
war, which, for military reasons, it would be unwise to
answer, have been sagely advised by a leading news-
paper to go to the historians, whose curiosity about the
past, it is said, is never foolish. It is in times of crisis
that historians come into their own. When the world
basks in a halcyon calm people are apt to be cavalier a-
bout them. Eminent industrialists aver that history is
bunk, and no less eminent writers declare that history
repeats itself, and historians one another.

But when history is being made, a new politeness
comes into the tones of those speaking of the men by
whom history is written. And rightly so. The historian
is a man of power. The fame of Cromwell owes some-
thing to Carlyle. Caesar the fighter should be grateful
to Caesar the writer.

Yet historians are no more immune than less learn-
ed people from asking questions to which there is no
satisfactory answer. They have long wondered who was
the man in the iron mask, and whether Mary of Scot-land really wrote the Casket Letters, and if there was
actually a wooden palisade at the battle of Hastings. No
one can tell them these things beyond all per-adventure;
and, like the men and women in Britain’s streets today,
they have to come to terms ith their curiosity as best
they may.

o—o —o—o
A Quiet Beginning
News and Observer

There is something wrong with either the candi-
dates or the students when two occasions at which a to-
tal of five of the six candidates for Governor spoke at
Chapel Hillbrought out audiences totaling only 500 peo-
ple. r

It is undoubtedly a long time before the election.By next year this time the State may have passed
through a fever heat of political activity and interest.So far, however, not only is there little apparent inter-
est in the fortunes of the five gentlemen or of the State
ip getting one or the other of them, but also none of the
gentlemen seem willing or ready as yet to present any
program which makes any really compelling appeal to
the people of the State.

Maybe North Carolina and all its people are so welloff that no such program is needed. Maybe all that the
candidates should do is speak pleasantly to such people
as they can persuade to come to hear them speak pleas-
antly All this lack of interest may be a sign of security.
But it may be a sign of sleep.
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Those Who Feel Poor

Dr, Moffatt has given a very
illuminating translation of the
first beatitude, in the words,
“Blessed are those who feel poor

in spirit.”
To feel poor in spirit is to feel

one’s need. That is God’s oppor-
tunity. To feel poor in spirit is
very much different from feeling
poor. Those who feel poor are

to become resentful, or they
may sink into a state of abject
hopelessness that makes them
helpless. But those who feel they
are*pt>or in spirit usually set out
to do something about it.

Jesus has promised that all the
rirties of heaven are available to
the man who feels himself spirit-
ually needy. It means that those
who set out to enrich themselves,
in spirit, will find wealth all a-
bout them; They are welcome to
all of God’£ wealth they are will-
ing to take.

The man wfio does not feel
poor in' spirit never seeks; only
those who feel a lack ever set out
to have Jijat Jack supplied. For-
tunate, indeed, is the man who
feels such a lack, for he is in pro-
ess of discovering God.

Humble Conquerors

That word “meek” suggests
weakness. We have the feeling
that it is easy to impose upon the
weak person—as a schoolboy said
“anybody can shove them a-
round.”

A much better word, and one
that more nearly an accurate
translation of the original Greek
is “humble.” “The humble will
inherit the earth.”

It is sometimes a little diffi-
cult to believe this statement, in
the face of press agents, ballyhoo,
propaganda, force, blustering,
and bravado. But if one reads
history with any degree of care
he will discover that it is true.

Is there any nation on the
earth today more humble than
little Denmark? Her total stand-
ing army, used for police purpos-
es only, is considerably less than
10,000. She has her boys in school,
or at work, instead of having
them in training camps. Neither
does she have a navy, though she
is almost completely surrounded
by water. Her sailors are all
working at the task of produc-
ing wealth for the nation back
home.

In no other nation has the co-
operative movement developed
to the extent that it has in Den-
mark. This accounts for the fact
the unemployment situation in
the little land is so well in hand,
and that the standard of living
is so high, and that there are so
many people in schools. By the
humble process of work, thrift,
learning, and co-operation, these
hardy people have taken a little
land that is almost totally un-
blessed with great natural re-
sources, and made it one of the
choicest spots on the face of the
earth.

Meanwhile, the .dictators, ter-
rorists, disciples of Mars, and in-
ternational rapists are doing
one another to death.

Persecuted for Goodness
Many people mangify their

sufferings, especially when they
think they are being punished for
their convictions. As a matter of
fact, fewer people are persecut-

ed today because they believe
things, than because they attem-
pt to do things.

In spite of all our emphasis on
the “practical” aspects of reli-
gion, the great majority of mod-
ern adult Christians think of
Christianity in terms of intellect-
ual opinions about Jesus. It is
only by the wildest possible im-
agination that anyone can think
of people in America being actu-
ally persecuted because they be-
lieve in Jesus, or in some doctr-
ine concerning him. It is when
we take our beliefs seriously that
we begin to run into opposition.

No one would be persecuted
for talking about Jesus’ ideal of
brotherhood, but when we begin
to try to set the ideal up in in-
dustry or international affairs

we get into an entirely different
situation. Talking about the race
problem is one thing; admitting
people of color into the learned
professions is something else.

Very few people are ever per-

secuted because they believe in
goodness; most of us know noth-
ing about persecution for good-
ness sake because we have never |
gone out to fight for the rights
of goodness.

It ought to be a source of
great encouragement to those
who are giving their lives for the
establishment of righteousness,
that God has promised the re-
source of heaven as their allies.
Ifa thing is right, we know it is
usually certain of victory. Good-
ness can wait.

Unsalted Salt
The thing that makes sale salt

is its saltiness. Other substances
are granular, other things are
white, other things are dug out
of the ground, other things are
chemically pure. But the disting-
uishing thing about salt—the
thing that makes it different
from everything else, and gives
it its own individuality—is its
salty taste.

Once that salt has lost its salt-
iness, it is no longer salt. It may
be several other things that re-
sembles salt, but it is not salt.
And no process has yet been
discovered by which it can be'
restored.

The distinguishing character-
istic of the Christian is whatever
there is of the Christ about him.
Other people can be learned,
others can be theological, others
can be servants of mankind, and
others can be religious, but the
Christian who is really Christian
will be Christlike.

It often happens that the so-
called believer thinks he is a
Christian because he mentally be-
lieves some doctrine about Jesus.
All Christians need to be remind-
ed that the only thing that en-
titles them to the name of Christ-
ian, is the element of Christ that
has come into their lives.

The weakness of the Christian
movement today can be explain-
ed on the basis of the fact that
so large a proportion of our peo-
ple have failed to exhibit that
spirit. Our beliefs are probably
correct; our morals are not so in-
ferior as some Would try to make
it appear; but there is such a con-
trast between the spirit of Jesus
and the spirit we show to the
world.
Seeing Us, and Glorifying God

There are those who want to
be seen in order that they may
be glorified.

One of the ushers resigned be-
cause he had not been shown the
proper amount of attention. “If
you are resigning for the glory
of God, then I will accept your
resignation,” said the pastor, “but
if you are resigning in order to
embarrass the head usher, or be-
cause your feelings have been
hurt and you think it will ease
them to nurse them, then I can-
not accept your resignation.”

The pastor and the people of
a church have a right to expect
that the actions of all Christians
shall glorify God.

Buy and build in
SUNSET HILLS

Roxboro’s most beautiful and
only restricted residential de-
velopment. Easy terms.
Thos. B. Woody, Agent.
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You can determine at once to build a new home or

modernize the one you live in to answer every require-

ment. We will be glad to have you call on us to assist

you in every possible way.

WE HAVE EVERYTHING TO BUILD SYH3
AND MANY PLANS

Watkins & Bullock
. EVERYTHING TO BUILD WITH
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Long Meromial *

Methodist Church

Sunday School - 9 ;45 a. m. De-
votional led by Young People.

Classes for all ages.
Morning Worship - 11:00 a. m.

Sermon by the Pastor on “Christ-
ian Conviction.” Special music.

Christian Workers Training

School - 3;00 to 5:00 p. m.. De-
votional led by Rev. R. W Brad-
shaw

Young People’s Meeting - 6:45
p m.

No evening service, but people
are urged to atten the Revival
Services at Presbyterian church.

Professional Cards

s. F. NICKS, JR.
Attorney - at - Law

First National Bank Bldg
Main St- Roxboro, N. C

DR. R. J. PEARCE

EYES EXAMINED
MONDAYS ONLY

Thomas-Carver Bldg.

Every great
fire starts a
stampede for
insurance
why wait

?
0

THOMPSON
INSURANCE AGENCY

Roxboro, N. C.

WE BUILD FOR
Roxboro and Person County

With all Work Guaranteed.

No Job Too Large and

None Too Small.

GEORGE W. KANE
Roxboro, N. C.
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Change To SHELL

STOP AT YOUR SHELL
STATION FOR

ECONOMICAL SERVICE
Humphries Oil Co


