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Boozebombs out

Petition,parking

by Dan ward
A packed house and a
lelevisicn news crew were
disappointed when the liquor-
py—the-drink  referendum
surfaced for only a few
seconds during the shortest
egular town Board meeting
n Black Mountain in months
Mayor Tom Sobol made the
pnly comments on Tuesday’s

by Dan Ward
As Johnny Fore of Swan-
hanoa will tell you, it takes
more than a great horse to win
s world title in racking horse
tmpetition.
It takes promotion. And a
iood rider of course.
Those who watched Fore's
horse, Sam Spade, a sleek
dllion black as midnight,
the N.C. championship for
tur-year-olds at Monte Vista
arms two weeks ago realized
%3t Fore has worked hard to
make Sam Spade a familiar
ein the stables. Banners,
shirts and applause of the
Towd showed the horse was a
P contender.
When Sam Spade took the
“erve, or  second place,
orld Title for three-year-olds
! year, an old-timer in
irse show told Fore that the
rse would have taken a first
the judges had recognized

"They are all saying to

themselves that this could just
be a good day for the horse —
he may be terrible tomorrow,"”
Fore said.

After that, Fore set out to
get the best, and best-known,
rider-trainer in the business

¢

head board action

Following a report by Town
Mack Kirkpatrick

charity shows. His closest
competitor has won only three
blues.

Included in this year' s
trophies are first places in
Missouri, Kentucky, Illinois,
Georgia, South Carolina, and
most recently here in Black
Mountain, the North Carolina
title. September 27 to 30,
Fore, Thomas and Sam Spade
go to Decatur, Ala., to com-
pete for the coveted World
Title of Racking Horses.

Racking horses, in general
are being promoted by Fore
even more than his own horse
in particular. Hewustvma

ago, Fore said. The rackisan
unusual gait that is part
natural and part taught. Any
breed of horse that shows a
natural racking ability can be
registered now, though Fore

s
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Croome Donnie Thomas, Rider-Trainer Larry Thomas and Johnny Fore with

f"e now-famous Sam Spade. At right, Thomas rides Sam Spade to a blue
"Ybon at Monte Vista last month.
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Early :umout was heavy at the Lake Torrwhawk poll. (Dan Ward)

predicts that the breeders’
books will be closed soon.

‘““When we get enough
registered racking horses we’
1l ¢close the books,” Fore said.
*“Then, the only way you'll be
able to get a registered
racking horse is to breed a
registered stud to a registered
mare. That's when the stud
fees will get high.”’

Most racking horses now
are bred from Tennessee
Walking Horses, and Sam
Spade is no exception. His
grandfather was a grand
world champion Tennessee
Walker.

Fore, who has ridden since
he was 13, has had a number of
show horses, but is new to the
calibre of competition Sam
Spade faces. He said the
decision to get a professional
trainer and rider for the horse
was a difficult one.

“Since I've got this good of a
horse, I wouldn't want to do
him an injustice by riding him
myself. Me being in business,

I can’t show my horse and
condition him. This horse has
to be worked every day,’” he
said.

The hardest part is leaving
the stallion in Alabama —
though Fore said he has been
down to watch the horse work
out a number of times this
summer,

Fore said he first saw Sam
Spade when the horse was a
colt. Even at that time, he
said he saw what he calls
“bloom”, the stature and spirit
of a winner, in the youngster.

After watching the horse
compete for months, and its
price tag go up $1000 at each
win, Foore bought the horse.

“l decided that if I was
going ‘to buy the horse, I'd

better do it right away or I
Wt}% able to afford him,’
Fore s

Ford .made up for his

hesitation in buying Sam
Spade with some sharp horse

Horse,horseman, promoter equal winning team

year old by offering rewards,
through auctioneers and
private sales to a huge pasture
in Missouri where the stallion

was running wild with a herd. .

“I didn't lie, but I didn’t let
the fellow who owned him

know what he had, either,’’

Fore said. He won't say how
much he paid for the un-
trimmed, burr-covered horse,
but “it wasn't very much.”’

“‘My trainer had that colt 60
days, and now he says ‘I think
we' ve got another world
champion on our hands,’
Fore said.

Now that championship
competition is in his blood,
Fore, owner of Burger Hutt in
Black Mountain, said he plans
to begin breeding racking
horses for a whole line of
world champions.

“It's a lot more fun when
your hobby turns into
something that pays,he said.
“It's always more fun when
you're winning, of course.”
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2to 1in Precinct 2,
passesin Precinct 3

By Dan Ward

Mixed drink proponents
stood outside the Lake
Tomahawk Clubhouse and
complained among them-
selves how so many could be

one, so there isnt much to say
about it. I guesss a 60 per cent

mtumqwubl

e said.

the voting results were
checked on the machines. A 15
vote majority, 329 - 314 for
mixed drinks, caused little
elation for pro-drink poll -
watchers there.

* Well guessed a long time
ago that well have to win here
by 150 votes to pass,’he said,
suggesting that pro-drink
forecasters expected the
referendum to fail in the
second precinct, with polls at
the Primary School.

The vote at the Primary
School was a decisive 2 to 1
nginlat mixed drinks, 335 -
1

While 643 out of 1175

registered voters turned out in
the third precinet, or about 55
per cent, 484, or 53 per cent
voted in Precinct 2.

Some observers attributed
the outcome ‘to a lower than
expected turnout and to a high
nmumber of elderly voters,
congidered to be primarily
antl-drink. Approximately
halfof Black Mountains voters
are pver 50 years old, . Four-
fifths of the votes were in
before 5 p.m. Tuesday, the
time working persons
traditionally rush to the polls.

Sobol was unwilling to say
why he thought the referen-
dum was defeated. Although
he noted that the anti-mixed
drink campaign had a good
deal to do with it, he would not
say that a pro-irink coalition
would have helped the

Sl W s

damnaw.ljmdmtbmw
he said.

Sobol did noie that if a
petition for a referendum to
close the ABC Store is revived,
it would meet with much
stiffer opposition.

The Rev. Edgar Ferrell,
chairman of Black Mountain
Concerened Citizens, did not
seem very surprised at the
gutcome, either.

“ 1 think it shows sound
judgement on the part of the
mjor“yl 'hﬂ M. "I dﬂl’t
think it indicates we are

t progress, or that we
against good restaurants.

t just shows we are going to
Eﬁlmte what real progress

Ferrell said the the com-
mittee campaigned evenly
throughout town, and could

]udg-nt Tumhwk
said they had no way of
knowing whether thnohm
mainly pro coh mixed
drtnh.

“%mrhnﬂvej nhr.l 1 at

Three youths charged

Two juveniles have been
arrested and one is being
sought in connection with a
series of burglaries shortly
after the three ran away from
the Juvenile Evaluation
Center in Swannanoa last
week.

Two boys who were later
picked up in Morganton have
been charged with two counts
of breaking and entering and
two counts of larceny each in
connection with break-ins at
the Dairy King and at Leisure
World on State Street in Black
Mountain September 7.

According to police, the two
boys, plus one who is still at
large, entered Dairv King

'through a wndow in the back

and took cartons of

and about $100 in change. The
three also broke into the ap-
parrel store and took a
change of clothes each and
jewelry valued at $172, beside
causing $200 damage to the
back door in gaining entry,

' police said. The three are also

suspected of stealing cars in
Ridgecrest and Swannanoa.
Two were aged 15 and the
third is 14. Some of the
property was recovered,
police said.

Det. Don Ramsey said two
15-year-old Black Mountain
youths were charged Sep-
tember 7 with larceny of a

Blapk Mountain fire

Black Mountain firemen
made four runs last week.

Approximately $600 damage
resulted from a fire in a car
driven by Mary Pezant on
Sutton Avenue in Black
Mountain September 9. One
engine and 15 men responded

A fire caused by a welder
caused $250 damage to rolls of
baling twine at Garland
Landscaping on September 17.

One engine and 15 men
responded.

A second car was a total loss
after a fire on US70 near
Ridgecrest the morning of
September 9. Two engines
and 12 men responded to that
fire.

An overheated stove was
reported at 136 S. Ridgeway
Ave., September 10. One
engine and three men

responded. That incident is
under investigation.
The Buncombe County

Ambulance Service made five
routine and one emergency
run last week.

Swannanoa fire

The Swannanoca Fire
Department made two runs
last week.

On September 4, 14 men
responded to a call for
assistance at the Abby Scott
residence on Rockdale
Avenue.

On September 6, seven men
assisted the county am-
bulance in an emergency call
on Wilson Avenue.

Fireman of the Month for
July is Gene Garrison, who
resides with his wife and
family on Bee Tree Road and
is employed at Swannanoa
Flower Shop. For the month of
August, Roger Paiton is
fireman of the Month. Patton
is employed by Danlels
Graphics and lives with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Woodrow Patton, on Wilson
Avenue.



