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G r e a t e r  G a s t o n i a  N u m b e r

P a r t  T w o

GASTONIA
ilTY of Magic Energy, Chief Cotton Center 

of the great and growing Southland, County 
seat of Gaston, in which is located 65 Cot­
ton Mills. A  Young and Hustling Com­

munity that is rapidly making a name for itself m the 
world of Commerce, Finances and Art, Delighttul 
Climate, Moral and Cultured Citizenship. Ideal Center 
for both the H om e Seeker and the Money Maker. A  
City of Opportunity that Grows Greater Every Day.

city. T h e  m ills  a re  equ ipped  w ith  
160,000 sp ind les  and  2,500 looms, and  
an enorm ous  o u tp u t  of y a rn s  in  skeins , 
w arps ,  cones  and  tubes , com bed and  
carded , sheetings, shirtin&s, outings, 
a n d  p r in t  goods is sh ipped  f ro m  h e re  
to  all p a r t s  of  th e  world. I t  is e s ­
t im a te d  th a t  no less  th a n  40,000 ba les  
of co tton  a re  consum ed  annually , and  
som e s ta t is t ic ia n s  p lace  th e  n u m b er  a t  
a  m uch  h ig h e r  figure. W hile  on the  
su b jec t  of co tton  i t  m ay  be  well to 

. s ta te  t h a t  in  G aston  co u n ty  in  the  
coun^try t r ib u ta ry  to  th is  city, th e re  
a .; '  a b o u t  63 c o tto n  mills, a n d  m ore  
tl^an in  a n y  county  of th e  south . All 
Oi\ th is  h a s  been  accom plished  since 
lb*88, and  is  b u t  a  beginning , fo r  no 
p lace  ever  h a d  a m ore  p ro sp e ro u s  
p resen t ,  or  a  fu tu re  t h a t  is b r ig h te r  

’A,l':h pr'V'^ise th a n  h a s  Gastonia . H er  

in h a t> '*  p-,,:.:.

E u re k a !  I hav e  found the  sy lvan  

vale—
T h e  sun n y  clime— th e  h om e of b u oyan t 

h e a lth —
T h e  tee m in g  soil— th e  v ir tu o u s  com ­

m onw ealth .

T H E  C I T Y  O F  G A S T O N I A .

G asto n ia  h a s  well been called the  
“ City of O pp o rtu n ity ,” fo r  th e re  is no 
p lace  in th is  o r  any  o th e r  c oun try  t h a t  
offers to  m en  in all th e  va rious  w alks  

/'of life a  b e tte r  chance  to  win o u t  if 
t h e y  ai'e industr ious ,  capab le  and  have^

de te rm in a tio n  ’. :^ su cceed  thf  *■ , d
   .it.

th e  nor th , w est,  e a s t  or  south , and  
g ive h im  th e  h e a r t ie s t  of ha n d c la sp s  

if he  is th e  p ro p er  k in d  of a  m an. 
T h e re  is enough  fo r all a n d  p len ty  of 

room  to grow.
L o c a t io n  of Gaston ia  

No b e t te r  loca tion  fo r th e  s ite  of a 
c ity  w hose ch ief  in d u st ry  is and  a lw ays  
will be  th e  m an u fa c tu re  of tex ti les ,  
could be found. S i tu a ted  a s  i t  is  in 
th ^  c e n te r  of th e  fam o u s  P ied m o n t 
region, one of th e  h e a lth ie s t  and  m ost  
f e r t i le  sp o ts  of th e  coun try , the  
c lim ate  is  all t h a t  could be d esh ’ed. 
II is en ti re ly  f ree  f rom  th e  m a la r ia  of 
i h e j o w  coun try , and  th e  cold, and  fogs 

' a lt i tu d es ,  and./the  dea th

in th e  wof/
ing  can  -gru

_ gress  d r ^ n g  th e  p a s t  few y e a rs  has  
bef',” '"no th ing  sh o r t  of m agical.  She 
h a s  no an c ien t  h istory , does n o t  live 
in 'che shadow s of th e  p ast,  w ith  its  
n a rro w  confines, and  m o re  d is tinctly  
t h a n  a lm o s t  any  o th e r  N o rth  Carolina 
c ity  b e longs to  th e  p re s e n t  and  th e  , facilit ies.  T h e  c o u n try  su rro u n d in g

>>3' th e  p e o p l e 7 ^ ;  

Southern '®  i^t^its in te rsec tio n
w ith  i h e  Caro lina  & N o r th w e s te rn  
railv-ay  and  th e  P ie d m o n t  & N o r th e rn  
it  l ias  46 p a sse n g e r  t ra in s  daily, fu rn ­
ish ing  u n su rp a sse d  t ra n s p o r ta t io n

pursu its .  There- w as n o t  an  industry) 
w o r th  m en tio n in g  ex cep t  a  g r is t  mill,  
fo r  m iles a round ,  and  n o t  even  th e  
m o st  Gptmistic of m en ever  d ream ed  
th a t  in  th e  s ite  of th e  old D avis  fa rm  
a flourish ing  and  th riv in g  m od ern  
m an u fa c tu r in g  c ity  would e v e r  sp rin g  
in to  life. T h e  to w n  g rew  gradually , 
h ow ever, for th e  su rro u n d in g  c oun try  
w as  r ic h  and  a  n u m b er  of r e t i re d  
p lan te rs  m ad e  th e i r  h om es  h ere . In  
1888 i t  c la im ed  a popu lat ion  of 800, 
b u t  sti l l  s lu m b ered  a  typ ica l  S o u th e rn  
v i llage  of th e  co tton  belt .  T h e n  sud ­
denly  so m eth in g  h appened . In  thio 
epochal  y e a r  of 1888 a  few  p ro g iess iv e  
g en tlem en  some, m eajis  conc^iver,,^^

th e  m o st  op tm istic

of p eo p lt  h e a rs  th e  good
old t im e s  b t . j i  che w a r ” m en tioned
ex cep t  by a few  old c ro ak e rs  such  as
is  to  be found in  e v e ry  com m unity , 
a nd  th e  c ity  i tse lf  p a r ta k e s  of the  
n a tu re  of th o se  w ho  b u ilt  it.

A  M o d e rn  C ity .

T h e re  is n o th in g  th a t  p a r ta k e s  of 
t h e  c o u n try  .tow n a b o u t  Gastonia . 
N e a r ly  a ll  of th e  old f ram e  s t ru c tu re s  
h a v e  been  d ism an tled  and  th e i r  p laces  
t a k e n  by m od ern  b rick , c e m e n t  and  
iro n  build ing  th a t  would  be a  c red i t  
to  any  city  in th e  land . F ew  p laces  oi 
t h e  size  of th is  h a s  so m an y  o r  m ore  

' s u b s ta n t ia l  s to res ,  warehouscr-- and  
fac to r ies ,  h a n d so m e r  public  buildinfe.^ 
a nd  ch u rc h e s  an d  m o re  beau tifu l  
hom es. G as to n ia  is a t  th e  sam e  t im e  
a  busy  m a n u fa c tu r in g  city, and  a  
b eau tifu l  one, a  com bina tion  r a re ly  to  
be found  T h e  p r in c ip a l  th o ro u g h ­
f a re  is pav ed  w i th  b ithulitic ,  a  com ­
posit ion  s o m ew h at  s im ila r  to  a sphalt ,  
th e  s idew alks  a re  of ce m e n t  and  in 
th e  n e a r  fu tu re  i t  is  proposed  to  pav'e 
th e  e n ti re  c itv  w i th  im proved  road- 

be done in 
irogres- 

up th is

and  y a rn  valued  app ro x im ate ly  a t  
$5,000,000.00 a re  sh ipped  every  year,  
som e of i t  a s  fa r  as China. T h ree  
s tro n g  b a n k s  w hich  hav e  show n a  con ­
t inuous  in crease  in  surp lus , deposits  
and  e a rn in g s  every  year.  One of th e  
b e s t  school sy s tem s  in  th e  south , 31 
tea c h e r s  b e ing  on  th e  rolls. T h re e  
ra i l ro a d s  offer sp lendid  sh ipp ing  facil-  
i tes .  T h ey  do a f re ig h t  bus in ess  of 
u p w ard s  of $1,000,000 a year.  T h e re  
is a tax a b le  p ro p er ty  v a lua tion  of b e ­
tw een  $6,000,000 an d  $7,000,000. 
W ith in  a  few y e a rs  rea l  e s ta te  va lues  
h a v e  in creased  severa l  h u n d red  pei 
cent. T h e re  a re  tw o good semi-w eek­
ly n ew sp ap e rs ,  T he  P ro g re s s  and  T he  
G azette .  Tw o th e a t re s  fu rn ish  th e  peo­
ple w ith  a m u se m en t  a t  m ore  th a n  r e a ­
sonab le  prices. T h e re  a re  e ig h t  w ho le ­
sa le  grocery , feed  and  f ru i t  s to res .  I t  
h a s  tw o  h igh-class m o d ern  hosp ita ls ,  a 
n ew  postoffice a t  a  cos t  of $65,000 will 
scon  be  e rec ted  in th e  square , th e  ap ­
p ro p ria t io n  h av in g  been  m ade. A 
build ing  p e rm it  fo r  th e  e rec t io n  of a 
h o u se  is i ssued  n e a r ly  every  o th er  
day. T h e  P ie d m o n t  T e leg rap h  and 
a  T e lephone  Com pany supp ly  excel­
l e n t  serv ice . I t  is th e  county  s e a t  
of Gaston, one of th e  r ic h e s t  counties  
in N o rth  Carolina, and  h a s  a  mag-

W ard ,  J, O. W h ite ;  Second W ard ,  S.

M. M orris; T h ird  W a rd ,  A. B. E l lio t t;  

F o u r th  W ard ,  C. L. C h an d le r;  F i f th  

W’ard , A. M. Dixon; S ix th  W ard ,  J .  H. 

S e p a rk ;  S e v e n th  W ard , J o h n  O. R a n ­

k in ;  City Clerk, J o h n  R. R an k in ;  
Chief of Police  a n d  T a x  Collector, J. 
W. Carro ll ;  Chief of F i re  D e p a r tm e n t  
and  B u ild ing  In sp ec to r;  B. B. G ardner,  
A s s is ta n t  B u ild ing  Inspec to r,  S an i ta ry  
a nd  Q u ara n tin e  Officer, B. W. C ra ig ; 
S u p e r in te n d en t  W a te r ,  L ig h t  and  
Sew ers , H. R u t te r ;  S t re e t  Com m is­
s ioner, S. M. M orr is;  C ity P h y ­
s ic ian  and  H e a l th  Officer, Dr. M. 
G. A n d rew s;  School Board, M ayor 
T h o m as  L. Craig, C h a irm an  ex-officio, 

B F. S. A ustin , E. J .  R an k in ,  S. 
S e t tlem yer ,  W. V. W est ,  S. N. Boyce. 
Dr. D. E. M cConnell and  J.  P. R e id ;  
Supt. of Schools, Joe  S. W ray .

C h u rc h e s  A r e  N u m e ro u s .  

G aston ia  is well supp lied  with; 
c h u rc h e s  of th e  p r in c ip a l  Christian  
sects ,  and  all of th em  h a v e  a  la rg e  and  
g row ing  m em b ersh ip .  W ith in  t h e  
c ity  p ro p e r  th e re  a re  tw e lv e  buildings, 
m an y  of th em  being  m o re  th a n  u s ­
u ally  h an d so m e  a n d  su b s tan tia l .  T h e  
M ethod is t  Episcopal  South , h a s  th re e

e ry th in g  canno

that-

fu tu re .  And i t  is an e n tire ly  leg' 
m a te  and  pard o n ab le  source  of ' ' o a l

th e  c ity  is r ich  and  fert ile ,  to  a  degree 
possessed  by b u t  few sections, farm-

An o rg an iza tio n  w as affected k n \ .  

G aston ia  Co .ton Manufacturir^^^ 
p an y  w a s  inco rp o ra ted ,  th e  V.ders 
c t  th e  e n te rp r is e  b e ing  MessV.. R. C. 
G Love, Jo h n  H. Craig, J a m e s  D. 
M oore and  George A. Gray. T he  l it t le  
to w n  seem ed  to  hav e  been  touched 
w ith  a  m agic  w an d  w h en  th e  wheels 
of th e  m ac h in e ry  beg an  to  tu rn ,  and

tO:

spared .

th e  majorit:' 
m y of them, 

an te -be llum  time;

p r id e  t h a t  i ts  p h enom ina l  g ro w th  and  
p ro g ress  h a s  been  due to  th e  efforts  
a lm o s t  en ti re ly  of m en  born  r ig h t  h e re  
on  th e  soil of old G aston  and  th e  su r ­
ro u n d in g  country . Glance o v e r  the  
b r ie f  b iog rap h ica l  sk e tc h e s  given 
e lse w h e re  in th is  special issue  of T he  
P ro g re s s ,  and  i t  will be  found th a t  90 
p e r  cen t,  of th e  m en  w ho a re  r esp o n ­
s ib le  fo r  th e  m ak in g  of th e  tow n  have  
been  N o r th  C aro lin ians , th e  decend- 
a n ts  of th o se  sam e  g am e  figh ters  who 
w on th e  fam ous b a tt le  a t  K in g ’s 
M ounta in  d u r in g  th e  R evolu tion , and  
c h an g ed  th e  fa te  of th e  nation , and  of 
th e  m en  who s igned  th e  M eck lenburg  
D e c la ra t io n  of Independence , before  
T h o m as  Jefferson, w ro te  h is  fam ous 
docum ent.  B u t  i t  m u s t  n o t  be  th o u g h t  
t h a t  th e  m en  of th is  n ew  g e n e ra t io n  
a r e  in  any  w ay  c lann ish , fo r  th e y  a re  
not. As a  m a t t e r  of fac t  no w a rm e r  
h e a r te d  or m o re  g e n e ro u s  people  ever  
lived an d  th e y  h e a r t i ly  w elcom e the  
s t r a n g e r  w ith in  th e i r  g a te s  be h e  f rom

I N T E R I O R  F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H

e rs  grow ing  w ith  g re a t  su ccess  cotton, 
grain , clover, g ra s se s  and  g a rd e n  t ru c k  
of all k inds, fo r  w hich  a  r ead y  m a rk e t  
a t  good p rices  is found in  th is  and  
n e ig h b o rin g  cities. T h e  supp ly  is n o t  
equa l  to  th e  g re a t  d em an d  m ad e  by 
a  rap id ly  grow ing  popu lat ion  and  as 
a location  fo r  th e  sm all  fa rm e r  an d  i

f io m  th a t  d ay  to  t h i s . t h e  s to ry  of the  
c ity  h a s  been  one of c o n s ta n t  an d  sub ­
s ta n t ia l  grow th , an d  th e  deve lopm ent 
of long d o rm in a n t  resources .  W i^ i j i  

'five  y e a rs  th e  popu lat ion  doubled. In  
1895 i t  w a s  2,313; . five y e a rs  l a te r  iti 
h a d  r ea c h e d  4,610; in  1906 i t  w as  
8,000; an d  c o n serv a t iv e  e s tim a tes  

f ru i t  g row er, th e  a d v a n ta g e s  offered i m ade  by th o se  in a  p os it ion  to  know' 
a re  superb , a n d  only a w a i t  develop- \  p lace  th e  p re s e n t  popu lat ion  a t  a b o u t 
m e n t  by  th e  in d u st r io u s  h u sb an d m an .  x^OOO. H a rd ly  a  d ay  pa s se s  t h a t  th is

Gaston ia 's  P h e n o m in a l  G ro w th .

N o th in g  show s th e  g ro w th  and 
popu lat ion  of a co m m u n ity  so accu ­
r a te ly  a s  does s ta t i s t ic s  of th e  in ­
c re a se  of i ts  population . Men. do no t  
r em a in  in  a p lace  w h ere  th e re  is no 
work, th e re  a r e  too  m an y  o p p o rtu n i ­
t ie s  a lw ays  to  be  found. E v e ry o n e  h a s  
w o rk  here ,  and  th e  m an  and  w om an 
who is n o t  a fra id  of i t  need  n e v e r  be 
i d l e . l S 7 7 ^ _ t h e  city_ w a s  - only a 
s tru g g l in g  v illage w ith  a  population  
of p e rh a p s  250 people, w ho  w ere  for 
t h e  m o st  p a r t  engag ed  in  a g ricu ltu ra l

is n o t  in c re a sed  by th e  add it ion  of 
s tu rdy , in d u str io u s  s e t t le r s  w ho  hav e  
h e a rd  of th e  o p p o r tu n i tie s  offered 
h e re ,  and  hav e  com e to  t a k e  a d v an ­
tag e  of them .

Cotton  is K ing .

Old K in g  C otton  re ig n s  su p rem e  in 
G as ton ia  a ll  th ro u g h o u t  th e  county. 
T h e re  is lo ca ted  in  th e  c ity  p roper  
a  dozen tex t i le  co rpora t ions , o p e ra t ­
in g  16 m ills  an d  h av in g  a  cap ita liza ­
t io n  of $3,000,000 w i th  a n  a n n u a l  pay' 
ro ll  of $600,000.00, m o s t  of w hich  is 
s p en t  am ong  th e  m erc h a n ts  of the

P u b li c  U t i l i t ie s .

One of the  f irs t  m a t te r s  t h a t  rece ived  
th e  a t te n tio n  of th e  people  of G aston ia  
w hen th e  c ity  began  to g row  w as  in 
1899 w hen  by p o p u lar  v o te  $105,000 
in bonds w as issued  fo r  th£  p urpose  
of g rad ed  schools, e lec tr ic  lights,  
w a te r  works, and  a  sew erag e  sy s ­
tem . All of th ese  n e c e ssa ry  u t il it ies  
a re  owned by th e  c ity  and  w ith  th e  
excep tion  of th e  schools of course , 
p ay  a  h an d so m e  profit w h ich  is in ­
v a ria b ly  u sed  in b e tte rm e n ts .  Follow ­
ing  th is  policy th e re  is a lw ays  a  fund 
on h an d  to m ak e  n e c e ssa ry  im prove ­
m en ts ,  and  all  of th e  sy s te m s  a re  k e p t  
in the  h ig h es t  s ta te  of  efficiency. 
T h ey  a re  m an ag ed  by  t ra in ed  men, 
w ho th o ro u g h ly  k now  th e i r  business , 
a nd  politics a re  n o t  a llow ed to  e n te r  
in to  th is  b ran c h  of th e  public  s e r ­
vice. N e i th e r  h a s  it  m uch  to  do w ith  
a n y  b ranch , the  people  voting  fo r t i ^  
m an  r a th e r  th a n  th e  politica l p a r ty  to 
w hich  he  belongs.

T h e  W a t e r  Supp ly .

iCrastonia is fo r tu n a te  in  h av in g  a 
^ . 'a ter  supp ly  th a t  is  second to  t h a t  
of no c ity  of i ts  size  in  th e  country , 
a nd  will be  sufficient fo r  a n u m b er  of 
.Vears to  come, n o tw i th s tan d in g  its 
^Dhenominally rap id  grow th . I t  comes 

L o n g  Creek, ab o u t tw o m iles 
'■ri-om th e  city, th e  w a te r  shed  of 
^ ’h ich  h a s  n e v e r  been  co n tam ina ted , 
a nd  is fo r  th e  m o st  p a r t  covered  w ith  
v i rg in  p ine  forest.  An a n a ly s is  of the  
w a te r  is  reg u la r ly  m ad e  by  th e  S ta te  
c h em is t  w ho h a s  t im e  and  ag a in  given 
i t  th e  h ig h es t  m a r k  a s  to  purity . 
T h e re  is a n  efficient fire d e p a rtm en t,  
of w hich  B. B. G ard n e r  is  chief, com ­
posed of 15 m en. I t  is well equipped 
w ith  a m o d ern  h ose  w ag o n  d raw n  by 
tw o  ho rses  and  c a rry in g  3,000 f e e t  of 
hose. An eng in e  is  u n n e c e ss a ry  a s  th e  
p re s s u re  of w a te r  f rom  th e  re se rv o ir  
is 90 pounds, sufficient to  send  a  
s tr e a m  over a n y  b u ild ing  in  th e  city, 
t h e  excep tion  b e ing  th e  R e a l ty  bu ild ­
ing. T h e  com pany  is  com posed of 15 
men,, and  th e  depg,r tm ent is  p a rt ia l ly  
paid.

W h a t  G a s to n ia  Has .

M ore co tton  m ills  t h a n  an y  c ity  in 
G aston  co u n ty  w hich  h a s  m ore  mills 
th a n  a n y  p a r t  of  t h e  U n i ted  S ta te s  of 
A m erica . T h e ir  12 m o d ern  s tru c tu re s ,  
a ll  w o rk in g  full t im e  an d  m an y  n ig h t  
a nd  day. O ver 5,000 people  a r e  em ­
p loyed in  i ts  mills , and  th e  a n n u a l  
p a y  ro lls  r e a c h  th re e -q u a r te rs  of  a 
m illion dollars.  S h ip m en ts  of c lo th

ud build-

h e a d  of 
.narge  th e  

.n d  sew e rag e  
In G as ton ia  th e s e  

w ere  a ll  b u ilt  by th e  m unic ipali ty  ou t  
th e  b o n d . is s u e  of nO^.OOO i n ^ 9 ,

kSJ

a lth o u g h  a  g r e a t  dea l m o re  h a s  been  
s p e n t  on th em  from  t im e  to tim e, sinct 
th en .  ' I s ih W eN y iL ^ n g in e e r ,  Mr.

m o st  f. . -■

, lax- 
d ex- 
■ of

S T A T U T E  T O  C O M M E M O R A T E  T H E  B A T T L E  O F  K I N G ’S M O U N T A I N

n ificent co u rt  house. W h a t  i t  has  
in o th e r  l ines  of end eav o r  m ay  be a s ­
ce r ta in e d  by r e a d in g  carefu lly  th is  
specia l issue of T he  G aston  P ro g ress ,  
th e  lead in g  p a p e r  of th e  city.

A s a W h o le s a le  C e n te r .

G aston ia  as a  c e n te r  of the  w hole ­
sa le  t r a d e  is sp lendid ly  loca ted  and  
th o se  w ho h a v e  e m b a rk e d  in  busi ­
n es s  a long  th is  l in e  hav e  been  m o st  
successfu l.  S u rro u n d ed  as i t  is w ith  
a  n u m b er  of sm all  to w n s  w ith in  a 
rad iu s  of 75 m iles  both  in N o r th  and  
S ou th  Caro lina  th e  w ho lesale  m er ­
c h a n ts  of th e  c ity  hav e  fo r  som e y e a rs  
success fu lly  com peted  w ith  th o se  of 
o th e r  and  m u ch  la rg e r  c it ies  fo r  th e  
p ossess ion  of th e  t r a d e  of th is  t e r r i ­
to ry  w hich  n a tu ra l ly  be longs to 
G astonia . T h e  com petition  h a s  been  
k een ,  and  th e  com m erc ia l  b a t t le  waged 
w i th  vigor, b u t  no  one will deny  th a t  
G as ton ia  h a s  won ou t  espec ia lly  a s  r e ­
g a rd s  th e  g rocery , fru it,  c ig a r  an d  to ­
bacco business .  T h e re  is loca ted  in 
th e  c ity  five w holesale  g ro ce ry  houses, 
tw o  f ru i t  im p o rtin g  concerns , th re e  
h a y  an d  g ra in  houses, s ev era l  who 
h a n d le  c igars  a n d  tobacco, and  every  
y e a r  th e  volum e of t ra d e  in i ts  favor  
show s a  h e a lth y  and  s te a d y  increase . 
M ore ex ten d ed  r e fe ren c e  is m ad e  to 
t h e s e  p ro g ress iv e  e s ta b l ish m en ts  in 
o th e r  pages  of  th is  issue.

H o w  th e  C i t y  is Go verned .

G aston ia  h a s  th e  sam e  g en e ra l  
m un ic ipal  g o v e rn m en t  a s  o th e r  N orth  
C aro lina  cities, a l th o u g h  sh e  is m ore  
t h a n  u su a lly  fo r tu n a te  in th e  f a c t  t h a t  
h e r  m o s t  p ro m in e n t  m an u fa c tu re rs ,  
m e rc h a n ts  and  p ro fess io n a l  m en  do 
n o t  sh irk  th e i r  du ty  a s  is th e  ca se  in 
m an y  cities, a n d  a re  n e v e r  so busy 
t h a t  th e y  c an n o t find t im e to  give 
th e i r  se rv ices  to  th e  public  w ith o u t  
com pensa tion . As a  con seq u en ce  
m unic ipal  affa irs  h a v e  been  a d m in is ­
t e r e d  a long b u s in e s s  lines, a n d  th e  
people  of th e  c ity  h a s  h a d  an  econom i­
ca l  and  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  p ro g ress iv e  
g overnm ent.  T h e  p re s e n t  officials 
of th e  p re s e n t  d ay  a re :  Mayor,
T h o m as  L. C ra ig ;  M ayor p ro tem , Jos. 
H. S e p a rk ;  B oard  of A lderm en, F i r s t

buildings. T h e  F i r s t  C h u rch  founded 
in 1881, th e  W e s t  E n d  a n d  th e  Ozark, 
n e a r  th e  m ills  of t h a t  nam e .  T he  
F i r s t  B a p t is t  C h u rch  w a s  d ed ica ted  
in S ep tem ber,  1885, an d  th e  F ra n k lin  
A venue B a p t is t  C hurch  in  1905. T h e  
F i r s t  P re sb y te r ia n  C h u rch  w as o rg an ­
ized Ju ly  16, 1882, in a  b u ild ing  on 
L ong s tre e t ,  b u t  now  h a s  a  h an d so m e  
s t ru c tu re  on M a rr ie t ta  s t r e e t  n e a r  
Main, w hich  w as  ded ica ted  S e p tem b e r  
11, 1898. I t  h a s  a  s e a t in g  c ap ac ity  of 
1,000. T h e  A ssoc ia ted  R efo rm ed  
P re sb y te r ia n  C h u rch  w as organ ized  
in  1886 and  th e  build ing  ded ica ted  th e  
s a m e  year.  St. M a rk ’ŝ  P r o te s ta n t  
E p iscopal  C hurch  w as  co m p le ted  in 
1900. I t  is loca ted  on  L o n g  s tre e t ,  
and  is in a  m o s t  f lourish ing  condition. 
T h e  E v an g e lica l  L u th e ra n  C hurch  
w as organ ized  in 1898 and  th e  p re s e n t  
build ing  w as  e re c te d  th e  following 
y ear.  St. M ichae l’s R o m an  Catholic  
C h u rch  w as  b u ilt  in 1902. M ass  is 
sa id  e v e ry  second a n d  fo u r th  Sunday  
of each  m o n th  a t  11 a. m. T h e re  a re  
a lso  a  n u m b er  of fine ch u rc h e s  for 
colored  people, n e a r ly  a ll  of  th e  de­
n o m in a tio n s  h av in g  a  building.

M o v in g  th e  C o u n ty  Sea t .

One of th e  m o st  in te r e s t in g  ev e n ts  
in th e  h i s to ry  of G as to n ia  w a s  th e  
rem o v a l of th e  co u n ty  s e a t  f rom  th e  
old to w n  of D a lla s  w h e re  i t  h ad  been  
loca ted  s ince  th e  co u n ty  w a s  fo rm ed  
in  1847 to  th is  city . D allas  is  th e  
o ld es t  to w n  in  th e  county, h a v in g  
been  n a m e d  in  h o n o r  of George M. 
D allas,  v ice-p residen t  d u r in g  th e  ad ­
m in is tra t io n  of P re s id e n t  Polk. I t  
w as  in th o se  d ays q u ite  a  lively l i t t le  
town, a s  tow ns  w e n t  then ,  w hile  G as­
to n ia  h a d  n e v e r  been  d ream ed  of by 
a n y  one. B u t  a b o u t  10 y e a rs  ago  
w h en  th is  c ity  w as fa i r ly  s ta r te d  on 
i ts  c a re e r  of p ro g ress  and  p ro sp e r i ty  
th e  qu es tio n  of th e  rem oval  of th e  
co u n ty  s e a t  began  to  be a g ita te d  and  
a s  a  co n sequence  m u ch  ill-feeling w as 
e n g e n d ered  fo r  th e  rem o v a l  of th e  
co u rt  h ouse  an d  officials f rom  one
to w n  to  a n o th e r  is a  se rious  m a t te r .
I t  is  in  th e  n a tu r e  of a  s lu r  on  th e
tow n  losing  th e  prize, a n d  a  big
fe a th e r  in  th e  cap  of th e  o ne  ga in ing


