Chapter 14

(he  tclephone  awakened Mime.
- looked around . Merle's shabby
, in bewilderment. Then every-
came back; Trixie lving vith
e +hadows on her face clutchinge
heot in Ber frozen hands: Trixie
wir the sfairs on a stretcher:

black ghosts. 3
he telephone kepl ringing., Meyle

e to see if she were up, Donp

he reached for the instrument:

cred in a thin littie voice, Nt
Perry!

e kept repeating, ‘Hello!”  And

n, “CGood Lord, is that you, Mimsi 7’ |
I was afraid up home. T |

108,
¢ over hore—"

\ long pause. He said, in a dif-
nt. “I'm downstairs. Tell Merle
vl be right up.” and broke the con-

(on before she could answer,
old dressing robe was tossed
the sereen, shed'd moved abeut
wwh.,  She barely had time to
estoh it up, snaggle into the folds; be-
Perry at the door. He
loned at her appraisingly, out of
! eyes.
',i. I'(“.-'

was

Lengel 7"
the hall. Have you
Trixie—iz shé het-
vou heard, Perry?”
Ianced at her bare feet under
. of the robe, lighted a cigir-
irLberately,
his was your game!

ing 5o you cokl chuek

]

W
CIves ac™0ss

wthing?
Or—have

o gnether man's arma! Nifty
sou're gol!  Innocent coun-
uc. Ye gods! I fell for ait!

= laughed disazroeably, “Live

7, perplexiiv, and a miser-
of injustice closed on
burned in her chéeks, But

1 read guilt in flush and

naIn

Jie

mis-
sure

ore—aon,

Veyry! I'm not
what you mean.”

what I mean all rirht

You're foolish is all! Why

atier-brain, what do you want

¢ vourself away for on a fram

+ist 7 What's it going to geb vou?

" th vour looks—vou can just about

vour pick. Why listen, Mimsi,"

vid” rather huskily, coming close,

i, give you ihings worth whilz!

wiment over on the Square—

yau're horribly
even

Vo enege

novy

L
= B

micthirg to think about! You
I v q ear—zcharpe aceount every-
| =

was very white now and he

held of her arms, awkward in
i heavy woolen of Merle’s old robe.
“I'm crazy about you, Mimsi. The
saw you I said, ‘She's for

You'll never regret it. Why
i't you sav somathing?

ferstand 2
i i
“Yes, Yes, I understand—now--
‘ruck him in the face. There,

musele 'in the arm behimd  her
nder hand and the blow sent him
reeling.,
she didn't sec him go. And when
Merle eame in. an hour laier, she vwas
7, white linped ard bright eyed,
wing stroight ahead.

|
“Willy Perrv's been here. He nis- |

nderstaad,. He said—""

She agbbed out the story then,
With' Merlé silting on the arm of the
haie and her face buried in the rough
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The matter of selecting an
undertaker is often a matter
f personal recommendation.
Our services have been en-
zaged many, many times
through the recommenda-
tions ¢f those who had al-
ready employed them. If you
should have occasion for such
“ervices, ours are at your call.

The
Paragon Furniture
Company
“ON THE SQUARE.”

Shelby's Leading Furniture
Dealers and Undertakers.

i “THE GOQ

The Story Of New York
And A Girl.

Winifred Van Duzen
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[nap of the jacket,
!ulndt-rk'umtiinp: eyes, and the long, ars
[tist's fingers touchitig her .
| “I' see Perry. Don't think abous
(1t any more.  He'll helieve me—'*
[ grimly. i

[ “But he said it to me!

2 I can't [or-
i get! |

| “Yes you can. Yes, Mimsi. Listkn,
|f“-" dear—don't you know that noth-
Ing—1no suspicion or wrong—from
thI..‘.-Ml‘ yourself can hurt you? Ii's
jonly what's inside your own heart
{that has power to injure. You kneéw
' you did the right thing coiping here—
{that you're wholly honest, don't you?"

“Yes.  Merle—dear." ¥
“There—tha's fine! My gee, do
| ¥You care what anyone e¢lge thinks: as
(long as you know? Their suspicions
jare arrows shol against a sone wal.”
[ “IVs hard to remember.’

“I'm afraid many things are going
to be hard for you, little Red-heéad”’
His fingers slipped down, lay againt
her cheek, “Perhaps I shouldn’t say
higs,  But—but I'm going to. Fm g«

poor as—as only an artist with noth- |

|ing but a lot of faith in himseH can
{be. IUs not for always. Still, the feéxt
'few years—they'll be & ‘struggle.

“Even so I could help you over thé

rough places. If you were my wife
we could get on someway, until the
jolly old ship comes in.  It's out in tle
blue somewhere, headed home. You
"wouldii't be so alone.
“I'm_not saying how I feel abiuf
It wouldn't be fair. I mean 1
don'. went to influencéd you by saying
that I adore 'you. T do—but don't
think of that. Would you want to
marry me child?’

Marry Merle! Why she'd never
thought . § weet, oh, sweet'
Merle's cwecwness, Like gold in all
the gray of fegr and disdppointment.
Gold—a golden light. Billows of
rolden light all around hér

Thisg must be love. Not the queer,
half shamed tingle she felt for Periy
This Merle, with his gentleness, his
strengih and sureness. Strength you
never had felt cxeept in Daddy. It
rested you so; made you feel strong,
L00.

She wanted to say “Yes,” but tha
' word caught in her throa.. What did
|she care for shabbiness, the straggle
he talked about? Iier head cameé up
gladly, proudly.

Then, - through the swirling gold,
<he saw the mantel with its drift cf
skecches; it portrait. The portrait of
Connie Duer.

Connie Duer's cold, beautiful eyes
looking at her out of the frame. With
|contempt. Warning. No light now;
no gold. Only gray.

“Merle, you're sweet—sweet—""

“I know, dear. 1 don’t blame yow
Well, we'll be the best of friends
there ever were!”

“Shall I take you up St. Nicholas
'svenue now? T'll telephone White and
he won't expeet you. I've a married
| vister living up in Yonkers. Let's go
up this evening. T've told her about
you. And forget what I said. Just
[ forget, dear!” !

Chapter 15

Mirsi aired and -dusted the  littlc
apartment; folded Trixie’s things and
hung: them away. It wasn’t as aril
| e she'l expected it would be. The
Llack ghosts wére gone. "

That was Merle’s doing Ile h;\d‘la-lf‘?
the ghosts by his kindngss. Wm{dm;-
ful Merle!* If only—no, 9, no! Ben't
thing of it for a minute! Dq,me un-
selfish thing, can's you? Reach out of
the gray and do one unselfish thm_g,‘

He deserved the best. Not a, wife
hanging or his neck like a n't:iilstnn_e_.
Dragging him down. Connie l)vel‘
loved him. Surely, surely s.he loved
him! Sh e could smooin his way.
He'd go up—up—oh; stop _crymg]
Lucky to have him for a ffiefd!

Late in the afternoon Merle came
and Mimsi rode Lo Yonkers in the
cubway with him and a taxi took
tkem through the town to a lowdston‘c

salow in an enormous yard. <
t:;?:ri:(»r young woman with tawn:
skin and humorous b'm?vn eyes ‘hko.
Merle's greeted them wnh.two little
children clinging toA};f-r skvl.rta.

“This is Mimsi. ice—"

T1I.121yuung woman took both of
Mimsi’s hands ard kissed her c}!ork.
“t's kind of you to come. T'nmﬂ he
delighted. Tom! Tom Hart! Where
i« that man?” :

Her husband's greeuang was @8
{riendly as her own, um_l they : Ie?
their guests to tho.wa_t'm'. pleasant
living room where Mimsi removed hu.-*[r
wraps. Alice Hart I.ookei! at the gh '
a-glow with the crisp air of earh
Spring; at her flaming hair. ;

“My dear, how lovely you @&ve:
Merle said much, but he_d:dnt say
that I was to meet a startling bea_ut}..
No wonder Winghip White is putﬁi..g
all his pictures. I'm sure he's
you for a model’”
' feel of

you.,

you in
very lucky to have
Sincerity, kindness, the

‘ 1 Y
hu;;ﬁa;. Hart dashed about, pi¢king up

toys. They were sca__tt_e;rm_i over t.hg
floor: & smdlt locorotivesadoll w
out hair; a yarn pnndle-dog_.

I can’t keep those Indians from
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Merle, with the

Gastonia Man Offers $500 Priz»
Through North Carolina Press
Associaticn

Gastoniz, N. C., 5.9 a
the generosity of My, . H.
Separk, of Gastonia, onc oi ead-
ing teatile © manufaeturers .. the
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,playinn all over. That's—well, of all
things.”

She stood before her guest, lnugh.-
ing. ‘The buby girl was in Mimsi's
h# tiny urms tight around her neck,
vl ilé Junior, age five, climbed up
!\mth his chubby hands at the red hair,

“Shall T take them away? I'm
afraid they're annoying. Unless yoi
like children.” '

“Plerse—T love them so! Darlings!
ilh_u‘ling little lambs! Do  vou like
t Mimsi, brother?’" She crooned and
gurgled with purc happiness.

Alice glanced at her brother. The
rsugt. 100% in his eves made her speil-
quickly: “Tlave you painted her,
dear? You might do a new Madona."

————— e
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NSCORECARDFOR
HUSHANDS OF FARSY

The Progressive Farmer. .

Weé suggest thac eacn Mr. Farnwy
enre himself by the following quee- |
tion score eards, allowing a4 maximum
v 8 1-3 points for each question te
which he can answer “You" withou
qualitiention. At the same time, Myo
Fermer might be asked to score her
hueband also, and see whther her os- |BS
timate agrees vith his The idenl |

v
|

Hé said, “Sometime,” absently and
the baby screcmed when her narse
came o take hef awnvw

“She doesn't mak. |
Tom declared, with frank
“You must come often.’

Mimsi started fo say “Y. But
all at once she thought, “No, T can't
come often. In a ftlke ‘wiile he will
marry Connie Duer and she will comne.
Alice will kirs her and she will sit
here at (heir table y

It was thé first time since she left
Tranquility that Mimsi had sat 5t
di_nncr in'a real home. Restaurants,
the kitchon ¢n St. Nicholas avenne.
Nita Mori's dinging room. Tramping
from place to place.

She thought, “I'm getting to be a
drifter. « You drift if you haven’t u
homd. This is what I love sn. Se-
curity, affeciion. Perhaps it wasn't
mtended for me.” 4

Alice said, kindly, “Your name is
anusual.  Is it professional 7"

“No.” said the girl from
quifify. “Mother lived just long
enough after I was born to call me
Mimsi, It's after a girl in a bk,
Somé Frenchman wrote it.

“Mother left word for me (hat the
firgt Mimei was happy because she
knew how to dream true. Life wil-
loped her hard and folks thought che
never got what she wanted mos:.
But she did—in her dreams.

“Mother caid your deams are zbout
alt that count for much because your
dreams are you. The real you. So il
you deam true, why you're true!”

Tonr was nodding and smiling, com-
pletely captivated. But Alice mu:-
ed, “You've come to' the City of Shat-
tered Dreams, dear!”

“Dreams can't be  shattered,”
Mimsi cried. “No. if you dream crue!

“And I'm going to dream true. ['ni
gaoing to dream wonderful thing»
about fame and fortunc. And maybs
about love. True love. I must know
it is froe, no mattér what the worid
thinks aboui it!"”

Again Alice glanced ot her brother,
“Dreams - about love! Have gyou
{ound G:igo, Mimsi?"”

“Gogo?" repeated the girl, “Oh, |
he's ‘the boy in' the book,  the cne
Mimsi loved. I don’t know. She—
che only loved him in dreams, didn’t
she? - Only in her dreams . . .

“Why, maybe I have. Maybe I've
found Gego.'™

To Be Continued
Copyright 1926-Kings I'ealures Syn-
dicate, Inc.

DFFERS PRIZE FOR
NEWSPAPER WORK

Tran-

f

Scuth, a cash prize of 8500 for ex-
cellenée in the editorinl or reportial.
l:pariments, or hoth, of North Caro-
lina newspapers, will be awarded next
vear, according to - announcement
made hete today by Jas. W. Atkins,
prefidént of the North Carolina Press
Avyociation.

Incerested in the welfafe and vo.
Hirilding of his native Staté in thines
kvie, educational and e@ltural, as”
well as material, Mr. Separk belicves
that .the newspapers have a wonder-
tul opportunity, through iheir editor-
ial and news pages, to aid very mat-
wially in bringing about a still better
era in the Old North State. To
siimulate the editors of the State in
heiy éfforts to bring about a mere
feal commonwealth he eoffers this

f¢ aeh of the

L ]
ks

{ cow, and plenty of feed for your wife’s

vrize. Delails as to the definite thing
w things for which the award shull!
Je made and the manner of its hand- |
ling are left to the execfutive com-
qittée of the nress association. These
Jetail« will be worked out and defin-
ite mformaiion put before the as-
sceintion at its annual meeting in
Hickory in July. It is the belief of the
sxecufive committee that (hrough the
tiberality and interest of cther North
Carolinians, this prize may, be estah-
lished as an Anmual award. The North
Carolind Press Association is the first
State organization of newspapers in
the Scuth to offer an editorial prize
of this size. _

Mr. S¢park is head of the Gray-
Separk chain of text™ mills in Gas-
tfm coumty, s an aluminus of Duke
Uiversity and a8 member of the board
of tfunteés of that institution and a
pasf président of the Gastonia Rotary
Club. His private library is said o
be gne of the largest and finest in the
 dntive Staté.

| As s fulé it takes unreasonable
seople to afford momentum  enough
E:o complish & réasonable reform.
ect this !sentence: Ll
consult & doctor,” said the man, “I
jo exactly s« Ke ddvises.”

7ld American stock would be to en-

slow a high chair.
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farm husband can answor “"Yes" | o

I6 |
dezen ries propound

(N seore U od for FParm Hies
hards, wad we wonder how  muny
such “100 pereent good” husbands |
thkere are among our readers! ileve js

the list of questions:

1. Axge you a *good, safe providey™?
Do you maintain worchy
living in your home, h %,
finanee warrants, and yet avoid cx- | [
travagance and “time prices”
cuch as might prevent your beine "o
good  provider” later on? Ilave you
made a will and taken out some incors
enge to pretect your wife in case of
your death? e

2. Does your wife have {or her aown |
some fund, such a8 the butter and agy
money, and do you let her spend this | §
as she pleassa without riticism and |
without éxpecting it to huy two lin.l-é g
' werth for every dollar? | P

tindards of
such  #s5  vour

inrs’
3. Have you provided proper work-
ing: equipment for the home as rap-
idly as you have bovght i. for vour
cwn work? I8 your wife a3 well sup-
plied with such lzbor-saving equip-
ment as an oil stove, a fireless conk-
er, n washing machine, running water,
wnd electric lights as vou are
plied with two-row culli.
harrows, reaneds, gasoline
and trucks ?
4. Are you interested in th: ap-|

aup-
wors, dise

Cngines; ‘

pearance of your home and hor 'l
grounds? Do wvou have hounse and |
cuibuildings painted, if possible? Do !

vou help cheerfuily with the heavy
work of keeping the "home groundz
clean, attractive and well cared for?
Do you keep your hogs, calves ard
poultry away from the front yard and
yveur wife's flowers ?

5. Do you assame responsibility foy |
the fuel supply, seging to it that yvour
wife always has plenty of dry wood |
and docs not have o build fires ond |
carry out the ashes?

G. Do you provide “mind-foed”
well as body-Tood for the [amily hy |8
providing such  papcrs,  magnzin,
books

and edueational recreation aa
you can afford? "Pb  yvou averaga
srending at least “a nizkel a day™ fi l‘:
mind-focd. - 4 | &

7. Do you comé to your meals pupe-t 5
tually at the hour you expect ihemn |
{o be ready.

8, Have you dore your part to fur- | +
nish a year-round garden, a gocd

poultry ?

9. Do you agsume vour full share of |
the responsibility of brinzing un the
children—in training and  educating
them to be honorable, industrious and .5
courteous, encouraging and stimulat-| B8
ing them in school work ?

HENDERSONVILLE LOSS BY
FLAMES IS OVER £30,000

Hendersonville May 7.—Fire of un- g
determined origin early today destroy-
ed the buildings housing Smith's bak-
erv: and the Clinu yarber Shop, on
N .., in th. neart of the ity (B
with a4 wss of approximately $50,000
and only a small amount of insor- |
ance. | |one

Other buildings in the distriet were B

tkreatened before the blaze was
brought under control after more than
an hour’s work on the part of the
firemen and citizens who came to their
aid.  The buildines, one-story beick
struetures and their contents were
completely destroyed. = The loss to

the bakery is placed at $20,000, in-
cluding the building #nd to the bar-
ELer shop at $30,009.

For Church Causes

Governor McLean is to come in for
more praise when he takes time in
the rush of state and private afiairs |
to call a church mecting at Groens- |
boro, attend and preside over the fes- |
gion himself and apgree to add sti!l |E
more burdens to the already encr-
mouns pack which he iz already carry-
ing.

The meeting, called by the govern-
or, was for the purposce of pexfeet-
ing a Stewardship advisory eouneil
for his denominations, which happens
toe be Presbyterian. The organiza~
tion was perfeeted, and we besiesk
great things for it.

Only prominent business men, fins
ancially able to take over stewardship
problems and thoroughly ecapable of
serving in an advisory capacity were
called into the meeting. Probably the
fact that the governor ealled the =es-
sion had much to do with their put-
ting aside businsss cares and attond-
ing the session.

In ail probability the meeting will
mark a new departure in church sup-
port and financial affaivs. If even a
comparatively few men whe atfended
the meeting catch o true vision of the
cause presented there, incalenlnble
good and benefit will be ceriain to -
sult.

North Carolina is fortunate in hav-
ing a governor who is not only a
business man and an efficient publie
effairs to use his influence and his
servant who but can likewise take
time orr from his public and private
life for the furtherance of Christian-
ity and wholesome atmosphere which
it provides.—Rocky Mount Telegram.
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IS THE. HOME OF NEW MATERIALS AND LOWER PRICES.
SEE OUR MANY BIG VALUES ON THIS AD.
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~BORDERED CREPES—

A new chipment of best &{iality
bordered crepes. 54 inches, wide.

Many pretty patterns. '
Very special, yd. 32'98

L

Flat Crepes in all wanted colors.
40 inches wide, Good 52.29

quality. vd. PO,
Sl

g e T Os R
Regular $1.98 qdality Radium Silk, 36 inches

—HDIUM
wide. All pastel shades. A $l.6

big value at.ivard . cis ..
A - o)

s BT S LS Rl U N

—"BELDING ™" SATIN—

Beautiful “Belding” Sagin, 36 inches wide, in &

all wanted shades, sl 65 B
‘S e Ly

Yard

—STAPEOCAEPEDECAINE— 8

36 inchcs wide, good heavy quality. Beautiful & :

for dresscs. Many different s,lq 98 o
WaAoe :- ;

patterns. Yard

et wm 1
—GEORGETTES— B
- | 7
D{ailnt._v (}lenmettsa i|l1 solid colora.sss inches ;!
wide, and a good value at, 1 4 8 ; ﬁ
—————————————————————— o
4
1
i
5,
RAYON We Are Exclusive Ageats For The :
Rayon, the new dress material in 36 inch LADIES HGME J’O‘JRNAL *
widths, All wanted colors, ' TT - z ?
Yard oopias s el e 49(: PA ERNS p J
“ ” - kg QUARTERLYS AT ___.______ : ' ;
—“MOONBEAM” CLOTH e G g
A new pin check material in the latest e A s e b s e
colors. 36 inches wide. Beauti- 69 2 F
ful for sport dresces, yard ____ C e 3 .
POT VIS D T wreswsn  § :
—EVERFAST PRINTS—
32 inches wide, in many attractive pat-
terns. Good grade. F
p i e L\ B AR et e PRI TSR 390
—VOILES— 3

Dainty voiles in plain and figured pat-

terns, 36 inches wide. 25c & 390

Good quality, yd. . ___

‘STOFFELS’ SWISS VOILES

Fast color voiles, in pl&u’n and flowered
patterns. 38 inches wide, 69
C

—GINGHAMS— '

Neat patterns of good grade ginghams.

82-inch ______ 15¢ 32-inch ______ 25¢
27-inch _..___ 17e  82:imeh: .. ... 29¢
"'l r
I:’F., ; 'o ._‘



