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“Main Street,” The Bonk That Put 
Sinclair Lewis On F.a*y 

Street. 

New York.—“Main Street," the 
phenomennon of recent American 

literature, the book that buried Its 
author and publishers under an 

unprecedented golden flood of 
profits and royalties, was written by 
Sinclair Lewis while he lived vir- 
tually from hand to mouth lor nine 
months on a loan of $500. 

This Is the romantic inside story 
of Lewis’ triumph as revealed by 
Arthur Bartlett Maurice in ihc 
March issue of The Bookman. 

Lewis, although he had written 
four more or less successful novels 
before “Main Street," had never 

contrived to keep a bank account. 

flut he had built up an abiding 
aith in the ability of Sinclair 

Lewis as a novelist. So. when he 
felt the time had come to Ameri- 
can small town life, lie borrowed 
the $500 from his lather, hid away 
In Washington, D. C. uv Novem- 

ber, and emerged the following' 
August with the manuscript. 

Although his publishers believed 
in Lewis and his book, neither they 
nor the writer had any idea of the 
sensation it was to create Lewis 
estimated it would ell 15,000 

/ copies. The publishing firm 

guessed 25.000. Ow rash head sales 
man made an estimate of 35.000 
Within luo months it had been 
bought by 50.000 readers—and to 
date the sales record shows ap- 
proximately 800,000 copies, exclud- 
ing foreign translations 

Incidentally, the 'Bookman article 
discloses that the Lewis novel was 
not the result of a week-end in- 
spiration. The red-haired Minneso- 
tan really began work on its 15 
years before it was published, when 

las a sophomore at Yale he wrote n 
tale labelled “The Village Vims,” 

; embodying the essential idea that 
I emerged in 1020 n> "Main .Street,” 

j In a second draft, some years later, 
I he wrote 25.000 words before 

| abandoning the attempt. Then he 
'carried the story around in his 
mind, changing ils character and 
rearranging its plot and ideas for 
ten years before he set pen to pa- 
per again. 

The independent fortune which 
“Main Street” brought him, en- 

abled Lewis to write his later nov- 

els under strikingly different Cir- 
cumstances While writing “Bab- 
bit,” lor example, he traveled to 
England. to Italy and back to Eng- 
land. •'Anowsmith” was written in 
parts in Hartford, Conn., the Virgin 
Islands, the Barbados, Trinidad. 
Venezuela, London and France. 

The archeologists have secured 
Hie resistance of a(railroad time- 
table expert, and it is thought that 
the mysterious inscriptions on the 
Maya temples, tombs, and monu- 
ments of Central America will soon 

be deciphered—Minneapolis Jour- 

nal. 

In Peril of Titlal Wave 

j i'lus map ot tin? Hawaiian 
Islands shows the region af- 
fected by an earthquake in 

i Dutch Harbor, Alaska. It was 

I feared that a tidal wave would 
| sweep the coast as a result of 

the tremor under the ocean. 

| The S. S. Shiraha Maru and 
I the S. S. Yokohama Maru, 
; marked on the map, reported 
; feeling the quake. Passengers 
! believed the vessel had struck 
I a rock. 
I 

STORKS COMPANY! 

3 W. Warren St. Shelby, N. c/\ 
EASTER SHOWING 

The Most for Your 
Money m Reliable 
Merchandise— 

DRESSES and COATS 
In Regular and Extra Sizes 

^ V 

at “CHARLES” low price of 

Compare values.You’ll find these garments 
•well-made ana aepenaaole 

Attractive and «martly styled dresses and coats. Cars 
meats worth ii.slier prices. All arc new. fhe iea* 
•one newest colors am; material? are represented, io 
be bad only at the CHAKLES STOKE! 

The Dresses— 
BCMtlfu) orintcc cwmi. nrlnM 
crept combinations. flat crept*. 
■WTiettr* and other fabric*. 
Btr Uiaaea, Womtn. f union and 
Stoats. Size* 14 to 50. 

The Coats—• 
Mudf jf F»ncy Spar Twr«d« and 
M.ilirc*. :ii»o Jollt’ Olor» >f 
Poiretahccn. Tape. Scurf, ‘’hrow, 
x* r nllar <l’ur t'uifs-—hint md 
Mmr stvlm. A|i ne« tavcred 
rroriri* ih»de«. Sizer 15 to 5$. 
*or Women and Jdiasea. 

New Spring 

SHOES 

WOMEN’S New Novelty 
Spruiii footwear in puuips, 
at raps and i'ies. Leathers 
include (latent, colored kida 
and combinations. All beels. 
Sizes 2 Vi to 8. 

CHILDREN’S good, sturdy 
shoes for ploy or dress. 
Straps, ties and oxfords in 
patent, tan and gumnotaL 

98c «nd 1.98 pr. 

exceptional Values— 
Spectat Sayings — 

Women’s Full-Fashioned 

Pure Silk 

Hose 

98cPr. 
Sotln* 

Shod**- Sot iM ac- 
tor* «r*#r. Slira 
IV. to 1*. S** 
thrao HMt! Dili- 
LEST VALUE IN 
TOWN! 

The Newest in 

Handbags 

98c 
Poach nnd I'ndft- 
im Bags—newest 
•tyln. Black and 
pastel shades. Cl. 
ccptiunal values. 

EASTER 
HATS 1.98 

Unusual Values! 
CROCHETS, HVKQIJ CLOTH, HV1R \\M 

STRAW COMIJINATIOMS 
Smart Snnnp Styles—perfect fitting hats. Chic 
anode h ant! conservative stales for Matrons. I vpi- 
cal value fiiat will firing crowds to our Milliner* 
Dapartn;cj)L 
Other O'otnen's Rats—-a lar^e sh&*.n\> at 98c ana 2.98 

Qituiren s beauf.ju. Hals—98c ana 1.98 

efrind die Weenie. 
jnHoSIfw©d| % 

By DOROTHY HERZOG 
(Copyright 1929 Premier Syndicate) 

Hollywood.—In passing: Note 
from the U. A. lot headlined: Prof. 
Rheinhardt Sails For Europe After 
Conference With Schenca. 

Critical Situation. 
About a year or so ago, Actor's 

Equity endeavored to establish a 

Hollywood branch for motion pic- 
ture players. The producers frown- 
ed upon the project Inasmuch as in 
unionization there is power. At the 
crucial moment the project crum- 

bled and the actors continued 
their lone wolf course. 

Today, judging from the trend of 
conversations, the players realize 
unionization would be their salva- 
tion. 

The foreign invasion has been 
defeated, excepting the English 
contingent and they are to be 
reckoned with. 

It was some three years ago that 
English actors flocked to Broadway, 
following in the successful wake of 
such sterling countrymen as Be- 

atrice Lillie, Gertrude Lawrence. 
Jack Buchanan et al. The influx 
was characterized by mediocrity 
and a willingness to accept less sal- 
ary than American players. Actors’ 
Equity stepped in to protect the 
American actor. England protects 
her own just as efficiently. 

There is observed in Hollywood 
marked Increase of English play- 
ers, a number of whom are willing 
to accept less salary than ordinar- 
ily paid. I say this in no spirit 
other than reportorial. But the situ- 
ation—what with talking pictures 
and the influx of stage emoters— 
is very serious for the Hollywood- 
ians. Most of the recruited stage- 
ites are members of Actors’ Equity 
accustomed to its protection in cir- 
cumstances portending to salary 
and working hours. As contract 
screen players, however, they take 
orders and learn to give more than 
forty-eight hours weekly to the 
studio. 

The more farseeing screen troup- 

er is worried. There are approxi- 
mately three steady producing 
studios here: Warners 'which has 

taken charge ot First National); 
FojfMrecently merged with M. G. 

M.>: and Famous Players. United 

Artists. Universal and R. K. O. have 

longer production lulls than the 
above mentioned three. 

With so many screen mergers on 

tap. work sources for players are 

diminishing, which Induced a keen 

minded picture-ite to prognosti- 
cate: First, that the time will come 

—and not in the distant future— 

when casting for pictures will be 

lone through the central casting 
offices insofar as freelancers are 

oncemed. Central casting is the 

Will Hays’ or Producers' associa- 
ioai. That this will result in the 

personal player’s representative 
ading into the discard. That the 

first producer to ask for a player 
will get him, regardless whether a 

second producer phones later and 

offers him more money. This would j 
mean salaries being lowered by 
iressure or by circumstances. It. 

would make the actor even more 

dependent upon the producer. Not. 

mind you, that the producer isn’t 

charming. I merely Indicate the ac- 

tor's defenseless position. 
Certainly a revolutionary change 

Is formulating in Hollywood. Even 

?fore a year has elapsed tho 

ihangc may acutely affect the 

.notion pictucr actor who's career 

RENT IT 
by the 

DAY- 

JOHNSONS WAX 
&lectric floor Tolisher 

This marvelous new invention will 
polish your floors ten times faster 
than other methods and will give 
you a higher, evener and more beau- 
tiful lustre than can be obtained by 
hand. It actually burnishes the Wax 
to a lovely hard, wear-proof polish. 

For $2.00 a day you can rent this 
wonderful new labor-saver. Runs 
from any light socket. Requires net 

the slightest exertion—it runs itself 
—you just guide it. 

Rent it for a day and polish all of 

your floors and linoleum this new, 
easy, quick, electric way. 

We carry a full line of FLOOR 
VARNISHES for refinishing 
old floors; also FURNITURE 
POLISH. Call 330 for any ad- 
vice .vqu need in this line. 
Shelby Hardware Co. 
“WE SERVE TO SATISFY” 

has been harnessed to the silver 
sheet industry. It is a possibility 
that ever looms more darkly to him 
who hitherto has gone free-heart- 
erly on his grease paint way. 

Screenalities: Nocturnal kitchen 
suppers are beginning to be the 
fad hereabouts. Tother eve, after | 
a party, Gloria Swanson bustled a j 
group to her house for a scrambled f 

egg repast. Eddie Goulding, James j 
Ford and Harry D'Arrast were in 
the party. They decided to get | 
another fern or two and gave Ruth 
Chatterton a 2:30 a. m. jingle. But 
Ruth had to work the next day, so 

she returned to pleasant dreams. 
La Swanson happened to traipse 
upstairs and there found Lois Wil- 
son sound asleep, Lois having drop- 
ped in earlier in the eve, so she 
was routed to kitchen, where a 

light repast was munched by all 
.May Allison Quick has pen- 
ned a delightful stock market yarn 
that appears in this month's Cos- 

mopolitan. The Colony read it with 
gusto—in the event one can read 
thusly .... Bessie Love and Eddie 
Foy lunching at ye Montmartre. 
Bessie will be honor guest at a 

party given for her at the Break- 
fast club tomorrow eve Gene 

Hum rises to sigh: “God save the 
king, the queen can take care of 

herself.” He may or may not be- 
referring to poker May McAvoy 
is sorta getting ready for her 
marriage in June. May hasn't work- 
ed for some time now. That's the 
village for you. Rushes and lulls 
and vice versa Jimmy Hall 
visiting Merna Kennedy on the 
"Broadway” set. Jimmy wore a pair 
of brown spats. Now. Jimmy! .... 
Betty Bronson and Blanche Sweet 
playing tennis on a Franklin ave- 

nue court Patsy Ruth Miller 
and Tay Garnett, the director, 

speeding down the boulevard. It 
looks serious. And—that’s all. 

Galloway Now With 
Martinsville Paper 

Archie H. Galloway who was ad- 
vertising manager of the Gilmer 
store in Shelby for a number of 

years, is now advertising manager 
of the Henry Bulletin, a live semi- 

weekly newspaper at Martinsville, 
Va. After the Gilmer store was 

closed in Shelby the first of the 

year, Mr. Galloway was transfer- 
red to the Martinsville store of this 
company. Now he has accepted a 

position with the newspaper there, j 
Good manners are like a good 

digestion. If you don’t notice them, 
they are all right.-r-Fountam Inn 
(S. C.) Tribune. 

Give us a 

| IF YOU DON’T UNDER- 

STAND 

This one, give us a I'ing and \ 
we’ll try to explain it. Tom | 
was introducing a lady 
friend to Dick, remarking: I 
‘‘You remember Miss Jones, ; 
don’t you?” and Dick an- I 
swered: “I don’t remember j 
her face, but her knees are 

very familiar.” 

It’s not hard to under- 
stand that SINCLAIR GAS 
and OPALINE OIL will al- 
ways be remembered for its 
distinctive purity. To use 

SINCLAIR and OPALINE 
products is really to appre- 
ciate w hat superiority 
means. 

Cleveland 

Oil Co. 
Distributors 

l.. ■'■■■*! 

Shelby, N. C. 

Yout Idea 
Is to Get Sound 

Value for Your 
Money 

To Satisfy Your Idea 
of Good Value Is Our Idea 

House and Porch Frocks i 

At a Price That Will Interest 
Wise Shoppers 

Sizes 
16 to 44 

A wonderful oppor- 
tunity to buy plenty of 
charming and smart 

wash frocks. Quan- 
tity buying again brings 

you superior wash 
dresses for only 

$1.79 
All-Silk Pongee 

Frocks 
Included in the 

group are frocks of 
natural color all silk 
Jap pongee—trimmed 
with » SPBttMUPJf 

Apron Dresses 
In Colon to 

Match the Kitchen 

Every modern housewife se- 

lects her house dresses to match 
her home—this assortment of 
4iew ones includes spring pat- 
terns and styles—of splendid 
materials. 

Delightfully fresh and coin 
ful patterns. 36 inch. Yard 

“Avenue” 
Frock Prints 

19c 

Chambray 
Fine Quality 

Firm I Closely woven I 
32 inches wide and par- 
ticularly appropriate for 
school frocks. Every girl 
would like several cham- 
bray frocks for Spring. 

25c 
New Voiles 

Mercerized 

An assortment of col- 
ors, delightful for Spring, 
and soft mercerized fin- 
ish. Many Spring and 
Summer frocks will use 
this material. Yard, 

19c to 39c 

These Smart Cottons 
Make a Whole New Wardrobe Possible 

What joyful news for everyone—the return of cottons in- 

to the limelight of Fashion! Never before have they been 

so delightfully different and captivating—not to mention, tho 
~ very thrifty prices! Yard 

25c to 49q 
Print* and 

Plain Colors 

A Group of Printed and Plain 

Silks by the Yard 
* 

More frocks and smarter frocks than ever 
that’s what this group of charming new silks means to 
the woman who can sew every wanted color and 
distinctive new prints your choice, yard 

$1.49 

Boys’Longies 
6 to 17 Years 

Fabrics include castimerei 
and corduroy. Many attractive 
patterns for your selection. Ex- 
pertly tailored and carefully 
cut to give correct fit Real 
value*, at— 

$1.98 ajdl $2'98 
Spring Flowers 

In Full Bloom 

Not real, of 
cour»e, but they 
do look it I And 
there's a single 
bloom, or a 
cluster for every 
costume 1 

49 cand 98c 
“Jaciel” Creams 

Cold — Vanishing 
Two exquisite creams for 

daily use. 

23c 0 39c 

Girls of All Ages Will Love These 

NEW HATS 
Felt—Straw—S3t 

Easter would be a sorry time if every girl could not 
nave a new hat that'# 
why we ask you to be sure to 
see these very pretty new one# 

girl can have one! 
• priced so that every P'lT'l ran _• •* 

98c 

New Shoes 
For the Entire Family at 

Worth-While Savings! 
About this time of year, everyone in the family seems 

to need new shoes—all at once! Bring them here. Note 

(the difference in the cost ... for the same quality for 

yhich you have been paying so much mere! 

Sheer! Lovely! 
Silk to-the-Top Chiffon 

Flattering hose that is 
sheer as yon wish—yet will 
serve you well. New shades 
will blend with Spring 
clothes. Pair 

$1.49 
Pure Silk Hose 

At a Small Price 
Full-fashioned hose with 

mercerized top and sole. 

98c 


