
Our Sales 
Beat Last 
October 

And we have made greater plans to 
knake this the GREATEST NOVEMBER 

| in the history of our business. 
, We are going to give you the very 

BEST merchandise that money can buy. 
Our collection of 

\ ladies* Coats, dresses, miillin- 
ERY and ACCESSORIES 

Cannot be excelled in Western North 
Carolina. In every garment you find 
STYLE and QUALITY, and at prices 
that can not be beaten anywhere. 

COATS 
FROM 

$19.751«$159.50 
I 

DRESSES 
FROM 

$8.95 to $69.50 
Visit our store. We are always glad to 

Have you whether you buy or not. 

Yours fojr BETTER MERCHANDISE. 

J. C. McNEELY 
Company 

. Probe By Detective Story Fan 
I May Free "‘Lifer” From Prison 

Rich Lumberman's Quiet Inquiry 
Unearths Evidence Indicating 

That Convict Innocent. 

Lansing, Mich.—Because a rich 

.L&nslng lumberman is interested in 

murder mysteries, Albert Eichorn 
stands a good chance of being re- 

leased from the Michigan state 
penitentiary at Marquette, where 
he has served 12 years of a life 
sentence for a murder that he says 
he didn’t commit. 

It is now becoming apparent 
that Eichorn probably is ah innoc- 
ent man. In the week of November 
4 his application for a pardon will 
come up before Arthur D. Wood, 
state commissioner of pardons and 
paroles. 

If he gets out he can thank El- 
mer Hammond, the Lansing lum- 
berman who Couldn't resist Die 
tempetation to look into a real life 
murder mystery. 

Boy Finds Body. 
The crime for which Eichorn was 

font to prison occurred in the fall 
of 1917. A farm boy, taking cows 

to pasture, found the body of Bea- 
trice Epler, 18-year-old daughter of 
Samuel Epler, a farmer living near 

Alma, Mich., lying beside a path. 
The girl had been criminally at- 
tacked, and finger marks on her 
throat showed how she had been 
choked to death. 

For several months no trace of 
her slayer could be found, although 
a $2000 reward was offered. Then 
a deputy sheriff learned that the 
girl had been seen on her last night 
alive with one John Brennan, a car- 

nival owner. 
Then Mrs. Anna Gilson, a neigh- 

bor. came forward to tell a story 
that seemed to clear up the mys- 
tery. 

On the night of the murder, she 
said, Brennan, Eichorn, Beatrice 
and another woman had attended 
a party in her home. All were in- 
toxicated. she said, and Beatrice had 
been attacked by Eichorn. after 
which the guests left, carrying Bea- 
trice, semi-conscious and moaning. 

All Are Arrested. 
Brennan, Eichorn and the wom- 

an—-a Mrs, Inez Johnson—were 
promptly arrested. Mrs. Johnson 
was convicted and sent to the De- 
troit house of correction for life. 
After serving eight years she was 

pardoned, and her present where- 
abouts are not known. 

Brennan was tried next. He won 
a change of venue and was acquit- 
ted. 

Then Eichorn was tried. He could 
not get a change of venue, and sen- I 

tlment ran strongly against turn. In 
the first place, he was known as a 

heavy drinker. Then, In the second 

place, he was a German—and this 
was in war time. He was convicted 
and sent to Marquette for life. 

The case was quickly forgotten. 
Then Elmer Hammond took a 

hand. 
This Lansing lumberman was 

fond of mystery stories. Especially 
he liked stories in which the solu- 
tion hung on fingerprints. So, after 
i time. Just for diversion, he took 
to studying real-life murder cases, 
to see what part fingerprints play- 
ed in them. At last he happened on 
the Eiehorn case. 

Then Hammond discovered a 

strange thing. The finger-prints on 

Bra trice's throat had been proved 
not to be Eichorn’s. Yet physicians 
testified that death had been caus- 

ed by strangulation. 
On top of that, Hammond learn- 

ed that the $2000 reward offered 
for the arrest of Beatrice’s murder 
had never been paid. 

He concluded at once that Eic- 
horn must be innocent. The finger- 
prints seemed to settle that point 
for good. So he enlisted some ot' 
business men in the cause and they 
raised a fund to get to the bottom 
of the case. 

Mrs. Gilson had been the chief 
witness against Eichom. She had 
moved out of the state. Hammond 
at last located her in Kenosha, 
Wis., where she had remarried. She 
is now Mrs. Mimnaugh. Lewis Mar- 
tin, me deputy sheriff to whom toe 
woman had originally made her 
statement, went to Kenosha to talk 
io her. 

Confesses She Lied. 
Then Mrs. Mimnaugh made a 

confession—a confession that she 
had lied about the party at her 

home; a confession that she had not 
seen Etchom and Beatrice together, 
and that everything she had said 
about them was false. 

A neighbor named David Beau- 
drais, she said, had come to her 
posing as a private detective, say- 
ing that he wanted to get the $2,- 
000 reward. He told her to tell a 

story Implicating Eichom she said, 
threatening to kill her if she did 
not, and promised to split the re- 
ward with her. She agreed, and the 
story she told in court was the re- 

sult. 
Action Due Soon. 

An affidavit setting forth these 
facts has been obtained, and will be 

presented to the pardon commis- 
sioner early in November. 

Beaudrais was finally found, dy- 
ing in a New York sanitarium. He 
feebly denied Mrs. Mimnaugh's 
story and then refused to discuss 
the case at all. 

Meanwhile, Eichorn's wife is still 
living in Alma, confident that her 
husband will be freed, and as firm- 
ly convinced now as ever that he 
is an innocent man. 

And Eichom, stooped and gray, 
works among the flower beds at 

Marquette prison, insists that he is 

innocent, hopes that he will be re- 

leased—and says, “Twelve years is 
a long time to take out of a man’s 
life." 

Word Puzzles In 
A Local Contest 

To be or not to be! Statically or 

stratically. Is it statically or strat- 
ieally? To be or not to be! That’s 
the question that is worrying Char- 
lie Eskridge. The word appears in 
question twelve of his Ford contest, 
appearing in today’s Star. Mr. Es- 
kridge says nothing appertaining to 
the Ford is stratified. At the same 

time readers will be surprised to 
know that anything about the pro- 
duct is static. Read the question. 

TRY STAR WANT ADS 

--- 
■ ^ 

“MAKE SUMMER SPEND THE 
WINTER IN YOUR HOME” 

You Can Do It With A 
RED MOUNTAIN “B” 

CIRCULATING HEATER 
COME IN TODAY 

See This Beautiful Heater. 
CLEVELAND FURNITURE 

i COMPANY, 
1 

Shelby, N. C. 

Captivating New Styles! 
COATS 

—AND ON EASY TERMS 
You’ve never seen such captivating' styles before .. an array 
of the smartest fur trimmed coats in every color that’s fall’s 

black, brown, tan and the. other beautiful shades that 
spell autumn. You’ll not only be fascinated with the styles 
and quality of Wright-Baker’s coats, but with the moderate 
prids and our unusual liberal terms. Don’t fail to come 
in this week! 

CHARMING NEW 

DRESSES ^ 
There’s real charm in the new dresses and in our com- 

A prehensive showing you are bound to find just the one 

/ that ^11 give you a sparkling personality. Many new 

arrivals in all the leading materials and colors for fall. 
'4*^See them this week! 

| Smart New Hats For Every Occasion — $ 

MEN’S AND BOYS’ 

CLOTHING 
SUITS-OVERCOATS 

There’s real economy in a 

Wright-Baker Suit. Every one 

carries the Wright-Baker label 

that means quality. Our stock 

is now complete with suits and 

overcoats for every man and boy. 

WE INVITE 
YOUR CHARGE 

ACCOUNT 

WEEK --END 

SPECIALS 

AT STERCHPS 
Today’* Greatest Value 

RCA Radiola 33 
NOW .. $86.25 

Complete with tube* and 
speaker attached t o your 
aerial. 

Terms: $4.25 Cash—$2.00 
Weekly. 

IRON BEDS 
TWO INCH POST 

$4.85 

50 Pound Mattresses 

$6.95 

-LIVING ROOM SUITES_ 
Just received a new shipment of LIVING ROOM SUITES 
Priced as low as 

$69.85 
$4.85 CASH, BALANCE EASY TERMS. 

— A SUITE OF, REAL DISTINCTION — JJ 
This Dining Room Suite is in a style that is distinguished by 
its simplicity and charm. The veneering is rich walnut over 
gum wood. Table and 6 chairs are 

included, while other pieces may be 
bought separately. 7 pieces, now ... $97.50 

Cabinet Heaters 
PRICED AS LOW AS 

$39.85 
$4.85 CASH delivers your 
Choice. Balance Easy 
Terms. 

mu5ic department 
We have just received an- 

other shipment of those 

35c RECORDS 
You will always find a big assort- 
ment of the newest and most popular 
records, in our music department on 
the balcony. 

Sterchi Bros. Stores, Inc. 
IT COSTS 
LESS AT 

STERCHI’S. 

THE SOUTH'S LARGEST FUR- 
NITURE AND MUSIC 

STORES. 

Next Door To A. V. Wray & 6 Sons. 

IT COSTS 
LESS AT 

STERCHI’S 


