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FRIDAY, FEB 13, 1931 

TWINKLES 

"Judgment, Day in Court Here,’’ informs The Statesville 
Dally. And to some of the convicted defendants it must 
have seemed so—the first one sentenced received 20 to 25 

years in the State prison at hard labor. 

Mr. Farmer, have you sent in your name to go on The 
Star’s honor roll of farmers who intend to live at home in 
1931 by producing enough food and feed for home con- 

sumption? If not. why not? Isn’t it the only sensible policy 
to pursue? 

A Shelby firm is today celebrating its first anniversary 
here with a big sale. Remembering that this firm opened 
for business here during one of the worst business depres- 
sions in years and has made good, it might be well to re- 

member, too, that it has been a consistent advertiser, realiz- 
ing the value of letting prospective customers know of its 
bargains. 

IN GOOD CONDITION 

FURTHER ASSURANCE that Cleveland county affairs are 

in pretty good condition comes from the recent table of 
statistics assembled by the University News Letter in which 
it is shown that the total public indebtedness of the county 
is only 8.7 percent of the county's taxable wealth. 

That indebtedness is not merely the county debt, but 
includes the indebtedness of all towns and cities in the 

county, of all schools and special districts. The county in- 
debtedness alone is only $505,460, or just one-sixth of the 
total $3,363,708 public debt of everything in the county. 
More than one-third of the total debt is that of the schools, 
and a big percentage of that is in the special districts where 

taxpayers voted for better buildings and equipment with 
which to educate their children. 

Seventy-six of the one hundred North Carolina coun- 

ites have a greater percentage indebtedness than Cleveland 
county. 

No county, no firm, or no individual is in very bad shape 
when they owe no more than 8.7 percent of their wealth. 

MAKING GOOD RECORDS 
A MONTH OR TWO AGO stores were being entered and 

robbed in Shelby and in all sections of the county. Of 
recent weeks, as The Star has mentioned heretofore, the rob- 

bery wave has been no more than a ripple hereabouts. At 

the last court term the majority of the defendants sent to 

the chain gang or to the State prison were store-breakers 
who had been traced down and rounded up by city and coun- 

ty officers. An example of the speed and surety with which j 
local officers work took place this week. A local grocery j 
store was robbed Monday night. Tuesday night the officers 
had the man and the goods. Nothing will deter crime better! 
than letting the would-be criminals know that the officers 
of the law are alert and on the job and that the odds are I 

against them getting away with their jobs. Sheriff Allen, j 
Police Chief Poston and their men are deserving of congratu- 
lations for the numerous arrests and convictions already 
made which are causing robbers to give this section a wide 
berth in their activities. 

‘THE PEEPUL” ARE BEHIND GOVERNOR 
GARDNER’S PROGRAM OF ECONOMY 

VERY FEW POLITICAL campaigners ever end up a bar- 

rage without referring at least once to their burning de- 
sire for serving the “dear peepul,” but not in many years has 
any public program received such loyal support from the 

average man along city streets or between the plow handles 
as that being tendered Governor Gardner’s economy pro- 
gram now before the legislature. There is. as is usually the 

case, a reason: Governor Gardner is striving to do something 
for the people. 

When legislature convened, he declared that “taxes 
must be reduced,” His program of reduction, paramounted 
about the taking over of all highways by the State which 
will result in a big land tax reduction, is meeting with gen- 
eral approval, except, of course, in those circles of office- 
holders which will be hit by the economy idea. 

The Monroe Journal, a paper that is close to the people 
and usually knows how they feel about public matters, has 
this to say: 

“Governor Gardner calls on the citizens who believe in 

his reforms to back him up. Well, Governor, we are with 
you on the most of them and we will, according to the old 

saying, ’stand to your back till your belly’s beat blue,’ but 
that won’t help you very much. You can’t put over a reform 
where selfishness finds it so easy to combine with indiffer- 
ence.” v 

Drt Clarence Poe, editor of The Progressive Farmer and 
a man who places foremost the interests of the farmer, 
mgfces this comment about thi Gardner highway idea; 

“I believe Governor Gardner is fighting probably hia 

greatest battle right now', and the people should rally to his 

side. I believe one of the greatest Services any citizen can 

render the State and (ho cause of more economical govern- 

ment will be to write members of the legislature immediate-j 
ly. 

“It is undoubtedly almost as uneconomic for us to have' 
100 counties each with highly expensive road machinery and; 
supervision as it would be for a farmer with ten farms not 
far apart to provide a separate tractor, binder, harvester and 
thresher for each and ten separate farm managers/’ 

When the legislature first convened, there were those 
who were determined to butcher the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Law, which Governor Gardner had much to do with put- 
ting over in this State. Opponents of the law' contended 
that the laboring people were against such a law. Perhaps j 
they are and perhaps they are not. Anyway, K. K. Lawrence, 
president of the North Carolina Federation of Labor, speak- 
ing in High Point this week, attacked the efforts of certain 

“damage suit, ambulance-chasing lawyers’’ to tear up the 
law and declared that the State Federation indorses the pres- 
ent law and will not stand idly by to watch these lawyers 
dethrone it. 

At every turn it appears as if the average citizen and. 
taxpayer has realized the value to the little man of the Gard- 
ner program. Many portions of that program are being 
fought bitterly by politicians and others who have been mak- 

ing their livelihood at the expense of taxpayers. This class 

is better organized and more influential than the average 

taxpayer and farmer, hut the latter, after years of being 
overlooked and pushed to one side, is about ready now to 
upset things. The politicians may defeat some of the Gard- 
ner measures, but sooner or later the majority of these 

measures will go over, and when they do it will, as they say 
our West, be just too bad for some of the ambitious political 
lights who are now lining up against the Governor’s efforts 
to reduce expenses and thereby reduce taxes in the State. 
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Around Our TOWN 
Shelby SIDELIGHTS 

By ItENN DltUM. 

tet's pull the curtain off the past and take another peep or two at 

Shelby of the good old days—say some 15 or 16 years ago. 

Remember When— 

—Veterinarians McCoy and Pollard put up at the old Wray stables 

and advertised that they were prepared to do "horse training, riding and 

breaking"? 
—W. J. Boyles ran a five-and-ten in the Royster building? 
—Thos. S. Ewers was president of the local post of the T. P.A.? 
—The Palmer grocery was known as W. B. Palmer's Sons? 
—Sain Lattimore was principal of the South Shelby school? 
—C. C. Blanton sported a mustache? 

Chas. L. Eskridge sold the Overland automobile and advertised it 
as "a corking good car"? 

All that was back about the time there was much talk about the 

erection by Tom Dixon of a statue on the court square of Col. McAfee 
in Ku Klux garb. Why was the statue never erected? 

T’other day the eoiyuin asked "On which side is a cow' milked?" Sev- 
eral folks have guessed at It, others have marvelled at the utter stupid- 
ity of such a question. One person figured that the side all depended 
upon whether the milk maid was left-handed or right-handed. | 

Weil, the fellow who told us said that the side you milk on is the 
outside. 

X. Y. /. sends this In: “As to the youngest looking woman in Shelbyi 
for' her years, let me nominate the following: Mrs. Russell Laughrtdge 
and Mrs, Clyde Hoey.” 

Of course, X Y. Z. doesn't mean that both ladies mentioned are not 
young: she merely means, we presume, that they appear even mare 

youthful than they are. 

A few personal opinions that matter very little: Jim Lowery, the 
negro who killed a Shelby police chief 30 years ago, will never be found 
alive ..Business is already on the up-anci-up; too many people are 

trying to believe otherwise ... When legislature is in session it costs 
the state $2,500 per day in salaries alone. If any legislature would take 
one-tenth that expense off the taxpayers’ backs, everybody and his 
brother would have one epileptic fit after another Many inspiring 
things have been written, but nothing of the type excels Rudyard Kip- 
ling's "If". Try these lines picked from three paragraphs: 

"If you can dream—and not make dreams your master; 

"Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 

“And stoop to build them up with worn-out tools. 

"Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it; 

"And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son.* 
"The Birth of a Nation" was shown in Atlanta the other day, and 

Robert G. Nixon, a theatre critic on Mr. Hear si's Georgian, wrote about 
the thrill of the movie David Wark Griffith made "out of John Fox's 
classical novel ol Reconstruction days in the South.” 

Wonder why Tom Dixon, the native Shelbyite, had John Fox, th$ 
Lonesome-Pine man, write "The Clansman’' for him? 

Shelby Shorts: In one business block in Shelby the second letter In 
four of the five firm names in the block Is “o'—Wool worth's, Young's, 
Cohen's, and Rose's ..... "Slim" Logan and his closely-cropped red 
mustiichio are back in town for several months stay Somehow we 

cantilever get out of our mind that architect’s drawing of the beautiful 
Spanish type golf club house that was to have been built at Cleveland 
Springs during the boom .... Remember, you country boys, how we 

used to come to town with dad on court week and make our dinner on 

cheese and crackers or potted ham in the rear of a grocery store, or get 
beef stew at a side-street cafe? Of course, there were days when we 

brought chicken, cake and pickles along in a shoe-box, but those things, 
which are such rare delicacies nowadays, were nothing then, to us back- 
woods boys, compared with store dinners and restaurant meals. 
The stock market is coming up for air; that’s why you hear so much 
cheery whistling about town .... What Shelby girl resembles the girl 
in the Chesterfield ad who wears the tlght-flttlng little black hat and 
ensemble to match? 

It’s about time for the comic cards to be getting in the mail, among 
them cards with sentimental little verses ending up, "Will you be my 
Valentine"" , 

If nothing has happened to you *U d*7, doa t fall out of bed h*for* 
midnight tonight and break your neck. This, y savrr. ie Friday, th# 
Thirteenth- 
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BOB BY TIGERS 
HE PUDS H HOTEL 

Captain Cliffe Browne, British ad- 
venturer who has just come to New 
York as manager of a big new hotel, 
has had his ups and downs since he 

joined the British army in search 
of something different from the 
quiet life of his native Middlesex 
village. 

War in Europe, tiger-hunting in 
India, dishwashing in Florida, and 
up through the ranks of the hotel 
business to the top of that parti- 
cular profession. His story, as told 
in the American Magazine, is the 
tale of a man who is satiated with 
adventure, tired of living in strange 
places,* who yearns for a conven- 
tional life. 

He found adventure rather easily. 
To reverse his direction was more 

difficult. The war gave him his 
start. Afterward, he commanded a 

Gurkha brigade on the frontier of 

India, where there was plenty of 

excitement. For instance, there was 

a troublesome tigress. She had the 
little village of Essam quite by the 
ears. So Captain Cliffe-Browne, 
with three pig-tailed Gurkha “boys,”| 
went forth. He met the tigress at; 
sundown, and shot her. The chief; 
man of the village waited on the I 
captain the next day. Would the] 
Sahib, he inquired, accept a babyj 
in token of the thanks of the vll-1 
lage? The Sahib firmly declined. 

Eventually, the captain became 
bored with this sort of thing So he 
quit, and sailed for America. For a 

while he played around at Palm 
Beach. One day a society reporter 
wrote a lurid story about him. It 
was the last straw. He read it in 

the paper, sighed, and took the 
train to Tampa. There, to make 
sure he was in for no more adven- 
ture, he got a job washing dishes hi 
a hotel. From that point the story 
is conventional enough. “Some day,” 
he says, "I aim to have a nice, ple- 
beian little country place, with 
horses and dogs. That’s my Idea of 
living.” 

ANNOUNCEMENT — 

The Lake Lure Coffee Shoppe 
Has Moved To 

THE LAKE LURE INN 
SAME PRICES — SAME FOOD 

MRS. CLARA W. GEER, Manager 

CASH FOR 
POULTRY 

THE FOLLOWING CASH PRICES 
WILL BE PAID FEB. 16 TO 21: 

HEAVY HENS_ 15c 
LEGHORN HENS_11c 
SOFT-MEATED CHICKENS_—.15c 
STAGS___,_12c 
OLD ROOSTERS__—»_ Sc 
DUCKS AND GEESE_10c 
YOUNG TURKEYS_17c 
OLD TURKEYS_-____20c 

EACLE 
Poultry Co. 

SAM UDELL, Manager 
PHONE 149 — SEABOARD DEPOT 

SHELBY, N. C. 

An EDITORIAL 
by your Fertilizer Dealer 

in * Series appearing in this newspaper 

YOU and I are the two most important 
factors in next season's crop success. If 

the work you do and the fertilizer I sell are 

the right kind, your crop will be a money 
maker in spite of low prices or bad weather. 
So I do my part by keeping a big supply of 
Chilean Nitrate. I can furnish as much as you 
want, when you want it. I recommend Chilean 
Nitrate,,.the one best nitrogen fertilizer. 

CHILEAN NITRATE has proved its supe 
riority in every kind of test over a long 

period of years, and inlill kinds of conditions 
—drought, flood, pest and disease. Crop cham- 
pions always use ft. For use under the crop or 
as side dressing it is safe, sure, profitable. 
When you order nitrate say CHILEAN Ni- 
trate. Then your dealer will supply you with 
the real thing... the nitrogen the South relies 
on for better profit. That one word CHILEAN 
is your protection your dealer’s too. Re- 
member the two kinds — Original Chilean 
(Crystalline) and Champion Brand (Gran- 
ulated) both natural nitrate. 

LOWEST PRICE 
in years 

NEW 100-lb. BAG 
The bag without a backache 

BWCAH0NAL BUREAU 
40J Pr*fe*»ien^ Blit-, fc*leifh, K. C. 

In anting for literature or information, pirate refer to Ad No. 6S 

mm--. 

A DEFINITE PART 

of earnings—something each week ox 

each pay day 

put into a Savings Account in the 
First National, backed by commanding 
resources 

... is like a trading ship, seaworthy and 
able to combat the dements 

.. sailing to foreign lands, markets ot 
other nations. 

and returning with 
who sent it forth. 

profit to him 

Ill III 

First National Bank 

Don *t Leave 
THEM 

Adrift On Life's 
Ocean! 

Life offers no sadder spectacle than 
the widow and children of a man 
who refused to face the future ... a 
man so lacking in foresight as to neg- 
lect the developing of an estate that 
would permanently provide for his 
dear ones. The Savings Account is 
the keystone of estate-building. It 
only takes a dollar bill to start one 

here. 

— START SAVING TODAY — 

UNION 
Trust Co. 

“IN UNION THERE IS STRENGTH” 


