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Conduct Code Keeps
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Both Siaes In OVrder

Setting ground rules prior to last week's public hearing on
zoning changes at Sunset Beach was a wise move for the coun-
cil. During previous public hearings, some town residents and
developers had bhecome so outspoken and out of order that a

e Bk e B e e mmalaad
CUlUULL CUut wab Hocucu.

Although Town Manager Wallace Martin requested no
publicity for his idea to establish the conduct code, he
deserves the credit for pushing the matter through. It was
Martin who had to escort one developer to his car at the last
public hearing when words spoken both inside and outside the
town hall became too offensive and personal.

Zoning change requests stemming from the recent
huilding hnom at Suncet Roeach hag ereated a number of Duh]lc
hearings where two sides bitterly oppose each other. Those
speaking against growth and development are facing
developers who are seeking the couneil's narmieeion to nave
the way for future growth.

Regardless of how the councii voies, it is importani that
each side have their say. With the conduct code approved last
Wednesday, any party may appear in person, by agent or at-
torney, to represent or speak against the zoning change ap-
plication.

The applicants have the first say to present the request
and argue for the change in zoning followed by opposition and
argumente against the application. Both sidce are then allow-
ed to present rebuttals and replies to the evidence and
arguments,

However, the mest impertant nart of the conduet code is
that all replies and arguments are limited to two minutes
cach, with the chairman recognizing who has the floor.

Only one member of the audience last Wednesday attemp-
ted to grab more than their share of speaking time, but was

quickly called to order |9d~eventunlly ga\re in to the new rules.
Those accusto

debates that usually en

get use to the “‘new" Sunset Beach public hearings. They have

improved.

Check Out State's
Wildlife Tax Checkoff

Last year more than 28,000 Tar Heels contributed approx-
imately $229,000 to the North Carolina Nongame and En-
dangered Wildlife Fund in its first year, most of them through
the “‘nongame tax checkoff."

This checkoff on the state income tax form allows
residents to contribute a portion or all of the refund from their
state income tax to nongame and endangered wildlife. It is a
tax-deductible gift.

It's a good investment, especially for a coastal Carolinian.
This money can be seen at work locally, helping the en-
dangered loggerhead turtle during nesting season at Bald
Head Island, and the brown pelican, through a cooperative
venture of UNC-Wilmington, the N.C. Wildlife Commission
and the Audobon Society called the ‘“‘colonial waterbird
management plan." They're attempting to identify, purchase
and protect dredge spoil islands adopted as rookeries by water
birds whose traditional barrier island nesting places have
been lost to coastal development.

The state's nongame and endangered wildlife need your

help. Why not give freely when you fill out your tax return for
1084,

Reporters Hove No

up do[ng more harm lhan‘:mod'should .

Atlending the N.C. Press Assocla-
tion awands ceremony n Chapel Wil
this past weekend provided me a
chance to reflect on 1984 It was a
very busy year filled with events that
were new i Ime in my first year of
reporting.

In addition to its excellent tradi-
ton, several of the big events during
1984 also led to The Brunswick
Beacon's opportunity to win several
awards as well 1 guess now is the
Ume (o accepl the praise, pat
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the Beacon tradition m\u\rr year

Somewhere in the back of my mind
is a plcture of a Kansas judge digging
through editorials on the Brunswick
County Board of Education. | wonder
what his firsi reactions were while
reading about the boand?

During a seminar last fall in
Chapel Hill 1 had the chance to talk
willi cihef jouinaiisis who bad
gaiimred for an educaton roporicis
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onnference. [t seens other school
districts were having problems with

B tn rarsa anonbe and aite aaboasl
R S s T

districts, as in Fayetteville, or with
controlling executive seasions

Here W Brunswick Ugundy, the
board was desling with such topics as
purchasing Superintendent Ben
Brooks' contract for more than
$70.000 and going to court over the
payroents. Harry Rickenbacker was
also throwing tantrums at I.ht bmni
s, um" 't? €3
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Press Contests Are Just Wonderful

Several months ago you listened
politely as this column ranted about
press assoclation news contests and
my love/hate attitude toward them.

Well, guess what—there's been a
change of heart. This week press con-
tests and the whims of fudges are
wonderful. If that sounds a little
shallow, a little selfish, you're ab-
solutely right. We just got back from
an awards ceTemony.

Back in October this column sug-
gested I liked the annua! press con-
test—nowever ciuctantiy_hacanes
it makes us journalists take stock at
least once a year and eat large slices
of humbhla nia Tt was alen an nhiant of
strong dislike because the judges and
I never saw eve to eye on such basics
as what makes a good community
news story or an excellent communi-
ty newspaper

Weli, this year the community
newspaper contest judges came from
Kansas and they came through. I

now love the state of Kansas and all
members of its press association.

They liked The Drunswick Beacon
in general and its editorial page in
particular. They liked Terry's
editorials and they loved the wayv he
and I put together a major news story
under deadline pressure.

Tn Chapel Hill Thursdayv at the an-
nual N.C. Press Institute we paraded
across the stage of Memorial Hall to
pick up our piaques and certificates.
Editor and Publisher Eddic Sweatt
made gevsral extra trips to pick up
two awards won by the paper his
daughter edits, The Outer Banks Cur-
rent.

At the Carolina Inn party after-
ward, we were having so much fun

talking to other journalists from
across the state we forgot to go have
our pictures made with Gov. Jim
Martin. Maybe next year.

The awards ceremony was special
for other reasons as well. The News
Herald in Morganton, my former
employer, alsc picked up first place
in General Exzcellence in its
newspaper size category, plus five
other awards of various kinds. And
newspapers edited by two former
bosses—The Shelby Daily Star and
The Salichury Post—picked up
awards for general excellence too.

It was just plain old goud times get-
ting tn spe evervone again at the N.C.
Press Association meeting, especial-
ly the folks from other weeklies. We
traded notes on everything from
salary scales for the news room to
how we handled the major story of
the year in our area.

Also good fun was getting to stay at
the Hotel Europa, with its mauve and
cream interiors, Gilchrist and
Soarnes soaps, clientele guide in five

languages and high-priced Fren-
ch/English menv. My car was 50 dir-
ty I was too embarrassed to let the
parking atiendant touch it. Same for
the shabby luggage. Plus the idea of
tipping someone to do something 1
was perfectly capable of handling
didn’t sit well.

For supper Thursday night at
Ruben's Terry Pope and I both chose
something called Prawns With
Grapefruit Sauce and Angel Hair
Noodles, (shrimp and spaghetti) with
cauliflower and butternut squash on
the side. We each succumbed after-
wards to a confection made up of
chocolate, strawberries and real
whipped cream.

For several hours we were hovered
over attentively by a waiter in tux-
edo, a waitress, and at varicus times
other people who may have been a
wine steward and a maitre'd. Who
knows? Who cares?

It was a blast. We're all looking for-
ward to doing it again next year—if
the judges let us.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Nursmg Home Location Uniiy Is Gratifying

To the editor:
1 want to express my appreciation
o the citizens of Brunswick County

for their concern and suppoit regare
l“h i Ilu- e nuﬂlnrl hm lq:nlln.n

It appears L be a m.lracle to have
50 many groups and organizations
united for one cause: the best possi-
ble location for the new nursing
home.

The top priority of these groups

was tn lacate the Gursing Dome Lo
serve the needs of the people who use
it, both medically and efficiently. In
most cases, the location was iden-
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“within a one-mile radius of" or
“near”’ Brunswick Hospitai.

The groups chose the Brunswick
Hospital location for other reasons
also; it is accessible by major
highways from all parts of the coun-

ty, and can serve the needs of all the
towns and communities,

Yes, it was gratifying to have six
towns, five rescue squads, six fire
Sipartinciite, sevelal valiod agen-
cles, and 47 church groups united in
support of one project.

Cardinal Health Agency determin-
ed that several companies were
qualified to builéd the nursing home.
However, Beverly Enterprises was

the only one of them that elected to
build by Brunswick Hospital. This
company did stress their concern for
patients and their outstanding public
relativie pivgiaims ot affercd by
other companies.

We may now look to the future with
hope as our medical services con-
tinue to improve.

John F. Holden
Holden Beach

Community Spotlight Ads Call For Clarification

To the editor:

I just finished reading the Beacon
for January 24 and wish to make a
comment about your section entitled
“Community Spotlight.”

I assume from the title that this
section is intended to highlight area
businesses and I realize that it is paid
advertising. This is an sdverticine
format that has been used before in
other places and which seems to be
very effective. It provides a lot of
good and useful information about
various merchants.

However, something bothers me

about the section that appeared in the
issue of the Beacon to which I refer.
You listed 19 different businesses.
I'm sure these are all very reputable
firms that are good to do business
with, but of the 19, all are located in
Wilmington.

{ certainly do not consider Wilm-
ington 1o be my community and se
an area businessman myself, | feel
that it would be good for you to
clarify this. Especially since some of
the advertisers in question directly
compete with our local merchants.

Congratulations on san excellent

Patterns To Follow

But 1 wen't say | owe it to the
board, or io Harry for putting on the
shows. Neither will | say Hurricane
Diana provided an occasion that hap-
pens only once in evary hundred
years, giving reporters something to
write about, and 3 judge In Ramsas
something exciting to read DNians
received rews coverage like she
deserved, with no thought about what
it might lead to.

During those big events, the
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for any achievements in the form of
awards while covering the event
Although achleving general ex-
cellence is a goal, or should be a goal
of every weekly newspaper, there is
no single process or gulde for the e
tire staff to follow in achieving that
goal

But winning was nice. It provided
anciher opportunity fo reiurn o
vhapel Hill, where spots of snow

wars still on the ground from last
week's storm. 1t provided another op-
portunity for me to return to Woollen
Gym to play just enough basketball
for me to realize how much I miss it,
and how out of shape I've become.
Bul Monday moming was just
snother Monday moming Thers are
no plans on my desk for covering this
year's big events. During the past
year, | have been asked on many oc-
casions, “How do you do it? [ don't
mlw-ymmgohndmdﬂue:
TW3 3y

These comments | have heard
from secretaries, twice from an ac-
countant, and several residents. My
reply is usually, It depends on what
your job is. 1 couldn't do your job. I
couidnt be an sccountant, [ was
lousy in math ™

I've found there are many lessons
to earn in Brunswick County, with no
sei paiiern o & reporier’s job or
lfestyle.

newspaper.
Jim Register
Shallotte
EDITOR'S RESPONSE

Thank you for the kind words about
the Beacon and for you comuments
about the Community Spotlight ads
in last week's issue.

By way of explanatinn Community
Spotlight advertisements are not sold
or written by members of this
newspaper's staff. They are
prepared and sold by an Atlanta,
Georgia company which buys adver-
tising space in the Beacon in order to
reach our readers.

Since these out-of-town advertisers
do not deal directly with this

newspaper, they pay a premium rate
for advertising purchased through
the Georgia firm.

Advertising space is available in
the Beacon for all businesses, inside
or outside the retail trade area. The
law requires us to offer our advertis-
ing services on this basis and it is an
economic necessity for us to do so,

A majority of our advertising,
however, is from local merchants
since we do very little soliciting of
ads outside the immediate area.

If cimilar adveritising is published
in the future, your comments will be
considered.

Edward M. Sweatt
Editor & Publisher

Write Ls

The Beacon weicomes leiters to the editor. All letters
must be signed and include the writer’s address. Under no cir-
cumstances will unsigned letters be printed. Letters should be
legible. The Beacon reserves the right to edit libelous com-
ments. Address letters to The Brunswick Beacon, P.0. Box
470, Shaiioile, N.C. Z8459.

b b L LT T T T T ] e pp—"
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE TO

THE BRUNSWICK&BEACON

POST OFFACE BOY 40
SHALLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28459
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