1985 Thik BRAUNSWACK BEACON

3 Volume 23, Number 14

THE BRUNSWIC

Shallotte, North Carolina, Thursday, February 14, 1985

ACON

(INS 'El!-___'l._}.’\ . L1

1 LaAZ8s

25c Per Copy 26 Pages g

" ag| BRtME | FI S By y JECy neie g
Snaiiotie Voieirs

BY SUSAN USHER

Shallotte voters will decide later this year whether to
expand the sale of beer and wine within the town limits.

o date has been sei, but aldermen voled unanimously
last Wednesday night to put the 1ssue before the voters.
Their decision was prompted, in part, by the discovery
last fall that the board could not prevent the sale of for-
tified wines—considered the least desirable—within the
town and that the town ABC board could no longer sell the
more popular unfortified wines. Fortified wines have the
highest alcohol content. Also, the town had been ap-
proached earlier by businesses interested in a beer-wine
referendum. Before the status of wine sales in the town
was discovered, a petition calling for such an election
failed for lack of signatures.

Al I'm asking is whether you want to hold a referen-
dum," Mayor Beamon Hewett told the aldermen.

Alderman David Gause said he didn't want more ABC
sales and that he didn't think it would pass. “Bul if that’s

IV wolinao
what they want, I don’t have any Uiig against a referen

dm ”"”

Alderman Bobby Russ agreed,
clection. That will clear it up."”

After discussing ABC laws at length, with repeated
complaints abeut how difficult it is to understand the
language, intent or reasoning behind them, they voted
unanimously for the referendum, pinpointing two options
to be placed on the ballot.

They asked Hewett to consult with Brunswick County
ABC Board Supervisor Lynda Britt for a date when the
referendum could be held. The town has contracted with
the county beard to conduct its elections.

AL ieasi ithese two issucs will appear an the ballot:
Whether to allow the sale of unfortified wine for on-
premises consumption in restaurants, hotels and motels
and for off-premises consumption by other permittees
such as grocery and other retail stores; and whether to
ailow the sale of malt beverages such as beer for on-
premises consumption in retail businesses,

“Let them have the

Beer And Wine Questions

The board ic ‘.‘3!',"’..‘:'_‘!‘_‘d to concider nlaring additionsl
questions on the ballot at its next meeting, pi_bably
relating to the sale of unfortified wines, Town Clerk Cyn-
thia Long indicated Tuesday.

Presently the sale of malt beverages for off-premises
consumption is pérmitted, along with the sale of fortified
wines for both on premises and off-premises consump-
tion.

State ABC laws allow the town to offer voters one or
more or all the questions regarding a type of beverage on
a single ballot, said Ann Fulton, a legal specialist with the
state Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. And votes can
be cast for more than one question. For instance, if voters
have two unfortified wine guestions on the hallot. the op-
tion that garners the highest number of votes is the one
decided.

There are four options available for beer and three for
unfortified wine. For beer they include:

*To allow on-premises sale, which would allow basical-
ly any relail establishment to sell beer for on-premises

consumption whether the place is a tavern or a service
station as long as it is properly zoned and a safe building
with restrooms in operating order;

*To allow off-premises sale;

*To permit both on- and off-promises ssles; and lastly,

*To allow the sale for on-premises consumption in
Class hotels, motels and restaurants only; and off-
premises sa'es by other permittees. State ABC laws do
not define a “'Class A establishunent.

The unfortified wine questions include: to permit on-
premises sale; to permit off-premises sale; to permit
both. Unlike mait beverages, no provision is available to
restriet wine sales to Class A hotels, motels and
restaurants, Ms. Fulton said.

However, the permittee has to be an eating place, a
business that regularly prepares and serves foed . These
could include grills, delicatessens  (including those
located in grocery stores), sandwich shops or conve-

Jury Begins
Deliberations

Wednesday

BY TERRY POPE

A Brunswick County jury was to
begin deliberations Wednesday mor-
ning in the trial of a Southport driver
charged with fatally injuring a
teenager in an auto accident that oc-
curred one year ago.

Although a second-degree murder
charge was dismissed Tuesday after-
noon, Bryan Ashley Jackson, 27, left
the courtroom for the afternoon still
facing charges of involuntary
manslaughter, felony death by vehi-
cle. driving while impaired and driv-
ing left of center. Jackson had been
indicted by the Brunswick County
Grand Jury in October on a second-

degree murder charge in the death of
Mulises Wilsan 18 af Sauthoort.

LAt Feorudry, Jadkson's truck
collided head-on with a car on N.C,
133 near Yaupon Beach, injuring four
teenagers. Miss Wilson, one of those
passengers, later died in Augusi.

According to State Trooper B.C.
Jones' report, a blood sample showed
Jackson's blood-alcohol level to be
4 percent Tvliowing Uw acadont.
Blood samples were sealed and sent
to the state SBI lab in Raleigh for
testing, Jones testified in court Tues-
day.

Superior Court Judge B. Craig
Ellis ruled Tuesday against submit-
ting charges of second-degree
murder to the jury. Judge Ellis
allowed defense attorney Michael
Ramos’ motion asking that the
second-degree charge be dismissed.
Ramos argued that the stale had not
proved that Jackson ““acted with in-
tentional malice" or in & “depraved,
wanton” manner when the accident
eccurred.

Assistant District Attorney Wanda
Bryant, citing a ruling in State vs.
Snyder, a recenl court case dealing
with similar charges, said the indict-
ment against Jackson was obtained
by showing that ruling to the
Brunswick County Grand Jury. Ms.
Bryant argued Jackson had driven
his vehicle ““in a reckless manner in
disregard for others an the highway"'
the night the accident oocurred.

In his closing arguments Tuesday,
Ramos pointed out Jackson's
testimony that it had been raining the

(See JURY, Page2-A)
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among state officials whe mel with Varoumtown
shelifidhermen Monday at Hobinson's fish heuse.
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State Fields Shellfish Questions

BY SUSAN USHER

Participants in a successful hand-
relayed oyster planting project will
get a pay increase this spring and the
program will be extended to include
the Shallotte River as well as
Lockwood Folly River if workers can
be recruiied, staie officials told a
group of oyster harvesters Monday
moming at Varnumtown.

State Rep. David Redwine, N.C.
Divisien of Marine Resources Direc-
tor Robeit Mahood and seven oiher
division employees met with the
group of 25 to 30 local oysters
harvesters to discuss the relay pro-
gram and to talk about fisheries con-
cerns one-to-one,

This year's program could begin as
early as the first week in March if a
iocal crew for each river can pe
organized. The state also asked for a
volunteer local coordinator, but ro
one was named Monday. Those plan-
ting will earn 75 cents a bushel, 25
cents more than last year.

Last spring approximately 15 to 17
workers planted 2,700 bushels of seed
oysters mainly in the Galloway Flats
area of Lockwood Folly River.

[ ]

“More than thal went out of there
in one day,” J.P. Varnam
volunteered.

When the flats upemd to harvest at
9 a.m. Jan. 16, afleet consisting of
about 500 small Boats swarmed the
area, baring the'rock in less than a
Wk

“Few chose !o participate in the
planting last year, but when the time
came to harvest, everybody was
there,”" said’ Fentress H. “‘Red"
Munden, a, Division of Marine
Fisheries bidlogist. “That's one pro-
blem with the hand relay program.”

But the advantages apparently
outweight the disadvantages.

Munder‘; said that the bushel basket
system last year gave the state
the most accurate measure of sced
oysters it has ever had, And hecanea
of the guality of the stock selected for
planting and the volume harvested,
Makood said the relay methed was
ultimately more cost effective than
using the hydraulic dredge.

Arcelia (Annie) Smigiel said lhe
relay program was good, but that the
state “just didn't carry it far enough.
We need Lo plant the Shallotte and

Calabash rivers also and open them
all up at the same time 5o there won't
be 500 people on the same rock.”

Munden said the state doesn’t ex-
pect to expand the program to the
Calabash River because of i!s conti-
nuing pollution problem.

“It wouldn't be worthwhile to
relocate oysters from one polluted
area to another area that is polluied
and there is no guarantee that area
will open.”

Thaose at the meeting agreed with
one man's suggestion to set a daily
harvest limit during the season of no
more than 10 bushels of oysters per
person per day.

Mrs. Smigiel liked the idea of a dal-
ly limit, so that the effort in hand-
relaying stock would pay off over a
lunger period of lime and lo keep
“those Calabash people from coming
up here and getting 50 or 60 bushels of
oysters and selling them for §5 a
bushel.”

**If you don't start limiting it,” said
J.P. Varnam, “you aren't going tc
have anything to work on.”

Roy Varnumn suggested a similar

{See OYSTER, Page 2-A)

nience stores that also serve grill-type food.

- Winter Storm
Causes Erosion,
Road Damoge

Emergency workers began repuirs
on a 400-foot section of the Caswell
Beach Road that was washed uul
winter storm Tuesday, not knowing if
an carly Wednesday morning high
tide would wipe out their progress

About 400-feet of the cousewny that
ioins Fort Caswell with Oak Island
was washed out by excessive high
tides during a winter storm Mornday
night, said Brunswick Usunty
Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Cecil Logan.

N Denartmment of Fransporta-
tion, officldls spent-all day. Ayesoay
filling in the huge gap that claimed
threefourths of the highway lanes,
Logan sald. A single lane of traific,
restricted 1o properiy owiigis aind
emergency vehicies, was ailowed to
pass over the section that liag shont
400-fent wulh of the Carolina Power

aims tagne Company's
discharge canal.

A threat of more ervsion was ex-
pected to linger in the area
throughout Tuesday night, with
winds predicted arcund 25 to 35 mph
and a high tide expected around 2:30
a.1m., Logan said,

“It looks like we're going to have at
least 18 more hours of it,”" Logan satd
Tuesday night.

Other beaches experienced ernsion
problems due o the stoirm, including
the west end of Long Beach ard the

sumalardarannd
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cast end of Holden Beach, logan
said. However, Casweil Beach ex-
perienced the most severe damage,
he added.

In addition to repairing the beach
road, DOT officials also began con-
structing  an  emergency road to
bypass the w nshl.'(i (ll.l.l. area over i

dolmmum pruju.l Mm own the adja-
cent nroperty. wave DUT permission
to build the road, called Caswell
Dunes, that was passable by four-
wheel drive vehicies Tuessdiny nighi.
“About n-dowen .u‘hwl children -

ng aqmnu mt.‘ Wi Vit Rite e T
ifstiucted sy o mest thair
school buses at the Oak Island Golf
and Country Club Wednesday morn-
ing, suid Schoo! Superintendent Gene
Yarbrough.

Residents iving beyond the wash-
ed out nires were advised Tuesday
maraing tn svacuate on a voluntary
basis until the road was repaired,
Logan sald. Only a few people left to
stay with friends in Southport, he ad-
ded.

The Long Beach Volunteer Rescue
Squad and Yaupon Beach Volunteer
Fire Department stationed emergen-
cy vehicles at the Oak Island Coast
Guard Station in case of ocmergen
vies, Logan sald.

A sheriff’s deputy and DOT of-
ficials were to monitor the roadway
throughout the might.

More Cold, Wet Days Ahead

Brunswick County can expect
more of what its been getting in
terms of weather during the coming
week—below normal temperatures
and above average precipation.

Shallotte Point meteorologist
Jackson Canady sald the area can ex-
pect lows in the low 30s at night and
highs in the low 50s during the
daytime. “It's basically the same
menu as we've had during the past
week,” he said. About threequarters
of an inch of rain is expected.

For the period Feb. 511, the max-
imum high reading of 65 degrees oc-
curred on the 11th and the minirmum
iow of i3 degrees Gicurred onthe oth
An average daily high of 52 degrees
combined with an average dally low
of 27 degrees for a daily average of 40
degrees, which Canady said is about
six degrees below normal.

Canady said he recorded 2.75 in-
ches of rain on his backyard gauge, a
heavy fall that brought the ground-
waler Lable up.

Moratorium Lifted; Ordinance Wili Reguiate Moving Of Homes

BY TERRY POPE
A temporary mMoralonum on mov-
ing houses at Ocean Isle Beach has
been lifted, but a temporary or-
GInsinT passcu O

sioners Monday willi regaisie L

Sramr T

e_— e

By an unaniinous vote, the board
lifted the week-long moratorium that
was enacted al o special meeting of
the tewn commuissioners aid plann-
ing board Ilast Monday afternoon
Town Attorney Elva Jess presented a
temporary ordinance to the board
that will regrire home owners to -
iny the appearance of the structures
& 1o neighborhood standards before
the homes are moved.

Accerding to the guidelines
adopted Monday, the town building
inspector, T.D. Roberson, may issue

his or her house provided: 1) the
structure 1S DIOURDL INte Culpuain e
with current N.C. Building Codes
prioc to the time it 1s moved, 2) the

it ———— i A
MTEOWTT, Snot it i movad 1 ite near

location, must be propeiiy, aiclrsd
and secured, and all utilities must be
functional within a 6)day period
following the move. Additionally, all
attached porches maust be reattached
and the structure be competed exter-
nally, and 3) an ordinance regarding
house movinz be drafted following
the terms and conditions abgve and
that its effective date shall be Feb.

11, 1985 and shall fall t Title 7,
huidmamdes of the town or-
5‘.:91:! LaDane Balli <aid
those sesking moving perthits “ could

be geiting they're work done on the
houses"" now that the froratortam
has been lifted She asked the town
board Monday to ift the moraioriai,

but to keep intact the guidelines until
# reUuaclive Giuasains Crmngs hes
been adopled.

The town will advertise the or-
dinanss chanas l’m:m"\lu‘ hearing
ai iis Tuesday, “"'tt'!kmﬂmuml
p.m. Commissioners voted Monday
to hold all town meetings the second
Tuesday of each month rather than
the second Monday of each month at
4 p.m. Commissioner=s plan to adopt
the ordinance change immediately
following the hearing, Ms. Bullington
said.

'\sect:mdﬂnwdrrmﬁnlnn
require homes to be anchored,
secured and have fanctions! ctililies
within & days wil’ eliminate anyone
from “‘stockpiling”™ houses vatil they
can be moved off the island across
the highrise bridge now under con-
mlzwm.boptﬂm‘mmg

With guidelines in place, the town
weiild avoid threat of taking “so-
meone Lo court to put a safe building
between two houses,”' Roberson said.
Without oproperly renovaling the
older homes to withstand strong
become a danger to everybody in the
neighborhood,” he added.

Relocation of older homes on the
island to inland or subdivision lots off
the oceanfront has increased in
popularity at both Holden and Ocean
isle in recemt months. Froperiy
owners in those neighborhoods have
also complained abost the houses
lowering the property values of their
own lots. At Holden Beach, a
meratorium has nol been lifted on the
moving of homes on the island

“Any person who bullds a new
home in a developed area deserves to
have a house with the same structure
etandards placed next i them ™ s

Ballington said.

Last manth, 14 building permits
were issued, creating $83.2328 in fees
for a property value of more than
$506,000, Roberson said.

Sewer Assessment

Commissioners also agreed Mon-
day to send property owners & letter
notifying thern of the town's plans {or
lssuing sewer construction contracts
and a nolice of their sewer assess
ment roll due dates.

Such letters would act as “'a notice,
SEVU WT SIRIIELE Lius e “:.;’
schedale,” Ms. Baullington said *
would be # filler betwunmwanda
final biil, to keep them abreast ™

Ms. Bullinglon said she has been in
consiard contact with state officials
who are reviewing ihe lown's stwer
system desigrs She feels there will
be no problems in getting approval
from the state

Once approval is granted, the town

will advertise for construction bids
for 45 days and will award bids within
&) days aller operung tne mds. Tie
sewer assessinent roll will be malled
within 30 days after the bids are first
BOVETUNT], KIVIIRG & ro—ia)y irmeis,
Ms. Bullinglon saud.

Already, §210,000 has been receiv-
ed in voluntary assessment collec-
tions, she added.

Parking Ordizance

By an unanimous vole, commis-
sioners also agreed (o hold a public
Imaring on a parking ordinance
change that will require two parking
i®s for all living units over 700
sguare feet.

Under the present ordinance, a
mindmuam of 1'% parking spaces was
repuired lor the same sie unit Ms
Ballington said the old ordinance en-
courages the bullding of larger units
since the parking requiremnents are

(See ORDINANCE, Page 2-A)



