OCEAN ISLE BEACH fircmen direct a large-stream monitor on the blaze, which hy 5
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A NEW DOUBLE FIRE WALL stopped the fir: at
Shallotie Electrie Supply, which reapened for business

Bl rdiee B

NSWIC

- ~lina, Thursday, September 18, 1986

wlmost as usual Toesday with some smoke and water

e

damage, The seven remaining stores were razed, in-
cluding four oceupied by businesses,

ATMC To Add Cable Channels:
Expand Service Areas In '87

BY SUSAN USHER

Atlantie  Telephone Membership
Carp, plans to expand and improve
s cable television service in 1987,
General Munager Russell Price told
county commissioners Monday
night,

In his progress report, Price said
he expects the co-op to add 10 chan-
nels while waiting the way o elear
fur extension of service toa projected
2,000 to 2,500 polential new
customers.

United Carchina Bank has apreed
to finance the added channels, eight
basic and two premium or extra-
clurge. ATMC has filed for approval
fram the Federal Copununications
Conunission and expects Lo be able to
construct the new facility during the
first quarter of 1987,

The new channels will include, as
part of the basic service, the Weather
Channel, Arts & Entertainment, the
Nashville Network, USA, MTV, the
Black Entertainment Network and
C-Span, or Cable News Network
24-hour news service, while

climinating two duplicate channels.
The Movie Channel and the Disney
Channel will be added as premium
services,

Price expects o propose at the
next ATMC board meeting a basic
service rate of $11.75 at the time the
new channels come on line. The cur-
rent base rate is $8.50,

The itial basic packnge would in-
clude a desklop converter as an in-
centive for customers, The converter
would be “addressable™ by computer
from ATMC's office, he salid, which
means serviee conld be directed to a
new custormer rapidly,

When ATMC was first issued the
cible franchise in 1980, it anticipated
federal aid in financing three con-
Unuous phases of construction, hut
the program was ended before the
first phase of construction was ever
completed,

Efforts to ebtain private sector
financing have been hindered
beeause the eoop's mortgagte agree-
ment with the Rural Electrification
Authority gives it first liens on cur-

rent and future properties

“The result of this predicament,™
he said, “*is we have many
subseribers without CATV serviee
living close to others who do lave
service,” o serious concern for Co-ap
olficials,

Bul Price said he expects the
federal government to soon rele
co-ops from these liens so they can
seck outsule financing

“It's looking much better than it
has for quite a while now,™ he said.
With the new services and attraction
of new customers, he added, *We
should be coming out of red here in
sumething like the second quarter of
1987,

Targeting of areas Tor service ex-
tension will be based on economics,
or projected rate of return, he said.
The co-op ulso plans o design Phase
I 50 that there will be no more
members without eable service liv-
Ing within 300 fect of members with
service, and with a minimuan

(See CHANNELS, 'age 2-A)

:30 a.m. Tuesday had engulfed much of the Lewis Shopping Center compley.
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Blaze Guts Seven Stores:
Wall Saves One Business

BY SUSAN USHER

Shallotie Electric Supply was back
in business Tuesday morning alinast
as usual, the only ane of elght congiec
L, stores defl intac alter o predawn
fire swept through Lewis Shopping
Center on the zouth side of Shallotte’s
downtown business strip

Emergency  Management  Coon-
dinator  Cecil Logan's fery
“Thank God for the fire

cchoed a sentiy

Wil expressed o
and apain throughout the morning as
Shallotte Electric swner Alton
Milliken, his family, employees and
friends surveyed the supply store

Shallotte Fire Chiel Mike Arnold,
soaked to the skin, tired and sooty,
fuid fow words. <1t shows the need for
fire walls,” he said as he looked for
rope Lo secure the site. “And we ap-
preciate all the help we got.”

Belore daylight, fans were already
venting  smoke from the supply
store’s interior: nside some water
e run down the fire wall and puddl-
ed on the floor, But the merchandise
wis intact.

The wall had been in place approxs-
unately  a week, according to
Milliken, and was nlinost completed,
Vinyl sheeting still separated the
work area from the rest of the store

Vehicles slowed to a crawl as
Shallotte Police closed the south end
intersection to all but fire-related
traffic. They rerouted morning traf-
fic off US. 17 onto N.C. 179 and
Bridgers Road

By  mid-morning  Atlantie
Telephone had temporarily rerouted
and restored service to o hal-dozen
businesses which lost  connections
along with the bumed-out stores, ac-
cording to Jackson Canady of the
operations office,

Al the shopping center, fire ad-
Justers, SBI awnd loeal investigators
began sifting through the rubble for
clues as to how and where the fire
hid started. Firefighters stood by
throughout the day to put out
hotspots as they popped up.

The fire destroyed seven stores,
four of which were occupied
Shallotte Furniture Store, where the

fire apparently started: Poole's
Towel Outlet: Tripp's Jewelry Shop:
and Country  Curl Beauty  Salon
Bepun in the carly 196 e genter
wis budlt Befare fee wills Beeame o
requirement of the state building
ol

Milliken hal recemtly boupht his
bius s's portion of the shoppng
venter —the store and o detached
\\.'l"!'l]ﬂ\l.\“ h'llll’l s new owners, C
& § Investments, lone. Principals i
the firn are Connor and Rae Cox and
Tripp Sloane of Ocean Isle Beach
Milliken had built one side of the doy-
ble firewall: they, the other.

A passing deputy  sheriff, Carl
Pearson, reported the fire to the
Brunswick County Sheriff's Depart-
ment ot 3:539 s Tuesday

Once Shallotte firefighters were
disputehed, there was hardly a pause
before the county dispatcher began a
litany that summoned mutual aid
from the Ocean Isle Beach, Shallotte
Point, Supply, Tri-Beach, Sunset
Beach, Calabash and Waccamaw
departments.

Within the hour there were 60
volunteer firefighters and 14 picces
of pquipment on the scene

Streams  dirceting  thousands  of
pallons of waler over and into the
structure slowed, bul didn't stop the
fire as it sped along the new, tarred
roof, engulfing one store and then
another

“I don’t think any of tem could
have done anything differently,” said
Loganat 7 aamn., as firefighters began
rolling up and washing a maze of
hoses that vaguely resembled dirty
spaghetti. “They all fell in and work-
el together,™

Fhick, acrid smoke was rising
from the debris as the dirty part of
the firemen's work began—clean-up.
Only an hour or two before flames
and cinders were shooting, by
several bystanders’ estinmutes, up lo
150 feet in the air. They cast an ecrie
golden sheen on the Shallotte River,
which flows behind the shopping
venter.

"“You could see the fire from the
bridge at Ocean 1sle Heach. It was i

sy sad AL Cr

an Ocean [sle

glow in

feach fireman on tk

s e

the center of the s
Shallotte Furmt
Logan sud Deputy Pesrson

smoke aeross te ghw ay

mto the shopping  center to in-
Vestigate.
“He said ne saw the e o the stope

und drove around back. About that
time the rear door blew out. He drove
on around to the front and the plate
elnss windows were shattening

‘It hadd been sioldering o while,'
he continued, It nay have been bugr-
ning for 45 minutes or longer.™

Only minutes later, s firefighters

began pulling up with sirens blaring

st

and lights flastung, flames
through the roof, with the
engulfed. The fire sprewd o
PPoole’s Towel Center on the t
then raninto the fire wall at the eloc-
teie supply. From the furniture store
the flamies also spread to the sah,
toward the jewelry sture
Owner Bill Tripp and his familv
watched helplessly as the store burn-
ed; they had been called too late to
salvage any merchandis
(See BLAZE, Page 2.0

BTC Graduation
And Pinning Set

The sixth annual Brunswick
Fechmical College graduation exer-
cises will be held at 7:30 poon. Friday
ut Shallotte Midd!le School.

Hobbie Varnam, who helped
establish the college in 199, will be
puest speaker,

Graduates of the college’s prac-
tical nurse education program were
Lo culminate their vear of study with
i pinning  ceremony at 7 opon
Wednesday at Supply  Baptist
Church,

The pin, destpned by the first BTC
nursing  graduntes, symbolizes the
nursing profession, the college and
Brunswick County

EMC Adopts Compromise Stormwater Regulations

BY MAILIORIE MEGIVERN

One of the most controversial, emotional 1ssues
ever to face the Environmental Management Cominis
slon was resolved Sept. 11 when regulations were
adopted o control stormwater runoff, bolieved Ly
trany to be a serious pollutant of shellfish waters along
the voast,

The EMC put to rest, at least temporarily, a battle
between developers and eavirommentalist/fishing in-
terests that has caged for over a year. Developers did
not want the stringent regulations over o proposed area
of one-half mile from the shoreline that were being
recommended by their opponents

Regulations approved last week were o com
promise. After two voles rejected o 75-fool and o
1,000 oot distance as the area of environmental con-
cern, a midafternoon proposal of §75-feel as the

regulated area was okayed by weary EMC members

The new rules will apply to major consteuction pro-
jeets within 575 feet of & narsh shoreline, that cover
more than one nere, exeluding most residences. The
direetor of envirommental management will have the
athority to exempl projects that do not threaten
shellfish waters

Developmients within 75 feet of the shore will be
regulated  more strictly  than wit heyond  that
distance. They will have to build Bytoons to collect rain-
fall from the worst storm likely within two years, if im-
pervions aces (rooflops, deiveways, parking lots)
aceount for more than 15 pereent of the total HOreige

lopments sutside the 75-feet area, but within
the Urone, mst collect vainfall if impervions
surfaces exceed 0 percent of the toti) area,

The regulations will expice Dee. 31, 1967, Mean-
while, the 1987 General Assembly will provide funds for
a reclassification study of the state's coastal waters,

Joerry Lewis, EMC member from Shallatte, who
b for the Th-foot ARC, said everyone at the meeting
Cvoted their consclence,” on g matter that has polariz-
ol Brunswick County and the state, “After the fiest two
voles, T dadn't think we'd get any action,” he said. 1
avoided everybody, becanse T didn’t want to get in with
either group, | was so confused. Then, about 3:00, so-
meone showed e this new proposal anid nsked e if |
conld support it."

Whnle Lewis sald he did not participate in the voice
vole on 575 feet, be is satisfied with the onteonwe.

“What bothered me all along wis the staff saying at
the August workshop that there s no evidence for

regulating beyond 75 feet,” he sald. “Beyond that, they
sail decisions would be based on policies or politics. |
think they should be based on facis."

He said the positive action coming oul of last week's
meeting was the authorization of a study by expert and
unbiased people of what waters might need to be
reclassified. “For instance, the waters between Sunsel
Beach and Little River have been ¢losed since 1964, but
are still classified shellfish waters,” he explained, =
think we'll see some re-classification, and we need
documented reasons for the change.

Lewis said he believes more authoritalive, reliable
evidence b5 needed behind coastal controls on develap
ment. I we'd done two years ago what we did yester-
day (Sept. 10), we'd be in o position now to make in
telligent decisions




