FISHING REPORT

Spanish Mackerel
Keep Anglers Happy

BY DOUGRUTTER

An otherwise slow fishing week
throughout the South Brunswick
Islands was saved by the Spanish
mackerel, with catches reported
Monday from five of eight area
fishing centers.

The “El Toro" had the best of the
Spanish fishing last week with over
100 caught on several trips, accor-
ding to Jesse Hayes of Captain Pete's
Marina on the waterway at Holden
Beach.

Hayes also said the “Salty I"" had a
good week, pulling in 300 pounds of
bottom fish including some grouper,
red snapper and a 65-pound amber-
jack.

Also aboard the “Salty I last
week, David Smith of Wilmington
caught a 20-pound barracuda for
which he will receive a N.C.
Saltwater Fishing certificate from
the N.C. Division of Marine
Fisheries, said Haves.

He also reported good surf fishing,
with Howard Lutz landing a nine-

pound puppy drum from the beach.

He said, “The fishing has been
pretty good since the wind let down in
the middle of the week. It should be
pretty good from now on in."

Hughes’ Marina

Cathy Johnson of Ocean Isle Beach
landed one of two Kking mackerel
caught last week, a 12-pounder out of
Hughes' Marina at Shallotte Point.

Allison Hughes said “evervbody™
was catching Spanish, with some
spots, croakers and flounder mixed
in. A 15-pound crevalle jack was also
caught four miles out, she said.

*There was nothing to brag about,
but everybody had something,” said
Mrs. Hughes.

Sea Mist Camping Resort

“A fairly pgood weekend" was

reported by Grady Roscoe of Sea
Mist Camping Resort at Brick Lan-
ding.

He said the highlight of the week
was two 50-pound sharks caught by
one unidentified camper.

Other campers were catching

Spanish mackerel spnls and
croakers out in Hnllullu Inlet, he
said.

“It was good for the few people we
had here, but this cooler weather ex-
pected this week should really help
us outl,"” said Roscoe.

Ocean Isle Marina

Steve Burr of Ocean Isle Marina
reported a slow week leading up to
the King Mackerel tournament to be
held at Ocean Isle Beach Labor Day
weekend. He said the kings are still
18 to 24 miles offshore because of the
WA Summer,

Inside fishing was slow with only a
few trout and flounder being caught,
he said.

Burr said, “'Outside waters have
been pretty good because of the
many Spanish mackerel in the area.
They are what's keeping everybody
going,"”

Tripp's Fishing Center

Joyee land of Tripp's Fishing
Center reported a “real good week
considering the bad weather.™

sShe said Roger Davis of Whiteville
caughnt a 16-pound king mackerel
while William Usher of Fayetteville
and Shallotte Point pulled in 100
pounds of assorted fish one day in-
cluding flounder, mullet, spot, trout
and drum.

The group of Roger, Rodney and
Diane Seaford, Eric and Chris Flet-
cher and Jerome Pickler hauled in 88
Spanish, 12 black fish, six crevalle
jack and two shark, said Ms. Land.

“With the cooler weather coming
this week, it should really be good

BRUNSWICK COUNTY VISITORS Wilma McPherson
of Charlotte (left) and Rhodia Lee McMillan of St.
Pauls, wait patiently Wednesday night at Ocean Isle
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Beach Pier. The two had no i ¢k at the time, although
Mrs. McMillan had caught a good-sized sting ray

fishing,” she said.
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biues caught last Friday and Satur-
day.
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the fish fry, game night begins at approximately 8:30 p.m.
Then, on Sunday, Sept. 6, a pancake breakfast will be served from 7

a.m. to 10 a.m. Plates are $2 each. Sunset Beach Pier

Richard Tarleton of Sunset Beach
Pier had nothing much’ to report
Monday, with only a few spots and
flounder pulled in last week.

“The fish ain’t doing a thing out
here,” he said.

Ocean Isle Beach King
Tourney This Weekend

The Ocean Isle King Mackerel
Tournament will be held Saturday
and Sunday, Sept. 5 and 6, in the
waters off Ocean Isle Beach.

This second annual event is head-
quartered at Sheffield’s Food Store
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on the causeway at Ocean Isle Beach.

John Sheffield said participants
will have to register there in one of
two classes—live bait or artificial
bait—before the competition.

Cash prizes will be awarded to
each of the top five finishers in cach
class, with 45 percent of the total en-
try fees for each class going to the top
finishers.

The winners will be decided on the
basis of total weight for 12 fish, six
fish being counted each day.

Contestants will have to check out
each morning at either Shallotte or
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