Brunswick Clammers Win Battle Against Mechanical Harvesting

BY DOUG RUTTER

Brunswick County fishermen were rewarded last
week for their traditionally strong support of hand clam-
ming when the state Marine Fisheries Commission decid-
ed to keep mechanical harvesters out of local waters.

Meeting last Thursday and Friday in Morehead Ci'y,
the commission decided to limit mechanical clam
harvesting to those areas where it has been permitted
within the past 11 years.

The ruling, effective Sept. 1, will permit mechanical
harvest in Core Sound, Bogue Sound, North Newport
River, White Oak River, New River and the Atlantic In-
tracoastal Waterway north of Topsail Beach.

The decision, which was made in accordance with a
state Division of Marine Fisheries recommendation, was
a compromise of sorts between two other proposals
befere the commission last week. Ornie proposal was to
open all state waters to mechanical harvesting, while the
other was to ban clam dredging statewide.

Included in the adopted ruling is a provision to allow

“"Nobody wanted any new
areas open. It was pretty

obvious."
—William Hogarth
Director of Marine Fisheries

clam dredging in slate-regulated areas of the Atlantic
Ocean. The state controls ocean waters up to three miles
offshore.

William Hogarth, director of the state [iivision of
Marine Fisheries, said the commission decided to open
the ocean to machanical harvesting, something which
hasn’t been permitted for the past decade, because there
are signe of elam populations develoning offshore. He ad-
ded that the environmental impact of using clam dredges
in the ocean would be “‘minimal."

The decision to limit mechanical harvesting to

f';nrtvr*-t and Onslow counties followed seven public hear-
Es held throughout the coastal region. The first such
hearing, held May 9, brought about 300 to Bolivia to shout
down the proposal to allow mechanical clamming
statewide,

Most peopie were opposed to mechanical
Ilmr-:--x-tinu." said Hogarth, who attended all of the hear-
INES. “Nobody wanted any new areas open. It was pretty
obvious.™

. Mechanical clam harvesting, which is much more ef-
ficient than the traditional hand method, is permitted
fnpr months out of the year while hand clamming is per-
mitted vear-round.

Although there are about 14,000 hand clammers in
the state and only 350 mechanical harvesters, the annual
harvest is almost evenly split between the two factions,
This economic inequality and the fact that mechanical
clam harvesting is known to have harmful effects on
various types of marine life has created friction between

Annie Smigiel of Varnamtown, who spoke out at last
month’s public hearing and has been active in trying to
protect local waters from additional pollution, said the
decision will certainly bring relief to a lot of local
shellfishermen.

"*Our concern is keeping our waters just as they are,”
she said. "'If the other counties is willing to let them go in
and ruin their bottoms, that's up to them. But we don't
want 'em here."

In addition to voicing oppasition to mechanical clam
harvesting during last month's public hearing, local
fishermen also complained about the frequency of the
meetings. Some said they were tired of driving to Bolivia
every time the state proposed opening the area to clam
dredging.

“I really think it's settled this time,” said Hogarth.
Unless something happens to the clam population or the
state commission is convinced that the environmental
impact of mechanical harvesting warrants permanent

Numbers
Required
By Sept. 1

Business operators in downtown
Shallotte last week began tacking,
pasting and otherwise attaching
street addresses to the facades of
their establishments as the town's
house numbering project shifted into
high gear.,

The activity came in response to a
large batch of letters mailed June 10
that informed residents and business
owners of the house numbering or-
dinance,

Mayor Jerry Jones said he was
pleased to put numbers on the front
of his building, in what is expected to
be the last address change ever in
shallotte. His new business address.
WL Man Street, was posted last Fri-
tlay, while his residence at Shallotte
Estates has sported its new address
for several weeks.

"*Most people have been real recep-
tive to house numbering,” said
Jones. **We think they were ready for
it

Apparently most residents and
busiress owners were prepared for
the letter they received, which spells
out the town ordinance requiring
house numbers at least 3% inches tall
and no taller than seven inches be
placed on the front of every building
in town no later than Sept. 1.

Town Clerk Cynthia Long said
there have been very few phone calls
to town hall about the house number-
ing system and apparently very little
confusion.

The first group of letters informing
property owners of the system was

Twenty-sixth Year, Number 33

e

R T —

1989 THE BRUNSWICK BEACCON

. ——— e E———..

mailed about a month ago, she said,
and Brierwood Estates is the only
area of town which has not received
its letters. Residents of that subdivi-
sion should be receiving their
number assignments within the next
few weeks.
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Shallotte, North Carolina, Thursday, June 23, 1988

STAFF PHOTO MY DOUG BT TR
SHALLOTTE MAYOR JERRY JONES pastes the new address over the
front door of his dowrtown business last week. All houses and businesses in
Shallotte are to display the numbers by the first of September.

The house numbering system,
which the town board of aldermen
adopted in March, was developed by
the town planning board in conjunc-
tion with the Brunswick County Plan-
ning Department.

(See SHALLOTTE, Page 2-A)
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Clerk Of Court Appoints
Drainage District Commissioners

BY RAHN ADAMS

Following a four-month selection
process, Brunswick County Clerk of
Court Diana Morgan this week ap-
pointed three ‘‘experienced'’
drainage commissioners lo oversee
reactivation of the Cawcaw Drainage
District.

On Tuesday afternoon, Ms. Morgan
announced the appointments of 0.
Kendall Bellamy and Wendell Ben-
nett, both of Hickman's Crossroads,
and Jennings Edge of Thomasboro.
She also appointed Bellamy to serve
as chairman of the drainage district
board.

Bellammy and Bennett were
drainage commissioners when the
board was dissclved in 1976, Edge is
also a former drainage commis-
sioner.

“I waited as long as I could for peo-
ple to express an interest in it,” Ms.
Morgan said. I chose them
‘Bellamy, Bennett and Fdge)
because they were experienced.”

She added that only three or four
other individuals expressed interest
in serving on the drainage board.

The three commissioners will
serve stagpered terms on the board,
with vacancies to be filled by the
clerk of court’s office, Ms. Morgan
sald. Bellamy will serve three years;
Fdge, two years: and Bennett one
year.

“T'he next step is for them to have

an organizational meeting and
decide what they're going to do from
there,"” Ms. Morgan said. **It's pretty
much up to th.m.”

She explained that the drainage
commissioners must decide how to
reactivate the district and how to
finance any work that is done.

The drainage board also will have
to define the district's boundaries,
according to Brunswick County Soil
and Water Conservation District
Board Chairman James Bellamy.

“We'll work with them (the com-
missioners),” Bellamy said Tues-
day. "*Anybody that's there, we'll do
all we can to work with them."

County Commissioner Chris Chap-
pell, who represents the area which
includes the drainage district, said
Tuesday be was pleased that the
selections had been made.

“I think they're all fine folks,"
Chappell said. *'I hope they'll be pro-
pressive . . .1 want to see il get mov-
ing and see the potential problems
alleviated as soon as possible."

Chappell added that about 1'z mon-
ths ayo he contacted state and
federal legislators who represent this
area to request funding for the
drainage district. Although he has
received no formal respenses from
any of the legislators, informal com-
ments from the state lawmakers
have been “very positive,” he said.

The Cawcaw Drainage

District—formally called Brunswick
County Drainage District 1—was
established in 1959. Construction of
aporoximately 16.5 miles of canals
began in 1963 and was completed in
1967. The district was originally
designed to drain about 40,000 acres
of farmland.

But much of the affccted area now
includes valuable residential and
commercial property. Flooding 1s
common due to poor drainage in the
overgrown, neglected canal system.

In December 1976 the Brunswick
County Clerk of Court's office
dissolved the drainage district,
although opinions issued by the N.(.
Altorney General's office in 1977 and
1987 stated that the dissolution was
improper.

Renewed discussion of reac-
tivating the district began last Oc-
tober by local, state and federal sl
and water conservation officials
Also, about 175 residents of the arca
in and around the drainage district
supported its reactivation at a public
hearing held Nov. 6 in Calabash.

On Feb. 29, Ms. Morgan cleared the
way for reactivation of the district by
selting aside the 1976 order which
dissolved it. Her action was In
response to a request made last
December by the county comumis-
sioners and the soil and water conser-
vation board.

closure, he said the issue should be laid to rest.
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Commissioners Continue To
Wrestle With County Budget

BY RAHN ADAMS

After rchashing various budget
matters for 2'2 hours Tuesday night,
Brunswick County Commissioners
were no closer to adopting a 1988-89
county budget than they were when
work on it began last month.

The work session, which began
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. and ended at
10:45 p.m.. was interrupted by a
1*3-hour “break’ while Commis-
sioner Frankie Rabon attended a
Brunswick County Board of Health
meeting, also at the county complex
in Bolivia.

Commuissioners were scheduled to
Hiolt another work session—their fif-
th—Wednesday  night  cJune 2

: Ly school system admimsterator
add Lanergency Sanagenent Cooi-
dinator Cecil l.ogan were to appear
before the board to discuss budget re-
quests, including partial funding for
a 911 emergency telephone system.

The commission has until the end
of June to adopt its 1988-89 budget.
Chairman Grace Beasley gave no in-
dication Tuesday whether or not the
budget would be voted on the follow-
ing nivht.

As requested by commissioners

2arlier this month, County Manager
John T. Smith on Tuesday presented
commissioners with a revised budget
proposal which reflects no increase
in the county's current 50'z-cent pro-
pertly tax rate.

Smith’s revised budget ameounts to
§26.2 million—some $3.6 million less
than his original $31.8 million pro-
posal. His original budget included a
I6*z-cent lax rate increase.

The county manager said his pro-
posed cuts come from changes in the
county’s group insurance package
and elimination of both the 911
system and a proposed anti-litter
department.

Other cuts come in the operating
budeet of the county’s 30 depart-

ments, he sad. Also, only 10 of 40 new
county  posttions are  figured into
Smith’s revised proposal, Smith said
he allotted $3.1 million from the
capital reserve contingency fund and
$387,495 from the unappropriated
fund balance for operational ser-
vices.

“!' think they (county depart-
ments) can get by with whatever we
do.” Smith told the board. **Our pro-
blem is we cannot increase services
if there's an increase in demand.”

Commissioners took no action on
Smith’s revised budget.

Responding to a question from Ms,
Beasley, Smith said the county would
face a 12-cent to 14-cent tax increase
in 1989-90 if commissioners don't
raise the tax rate this vear.

Smitih again explained that this
year's budget problems are caused
by a shartfall in revenue, because
commissioners allocated $4.6 million
for operational services from the
county’s fund balance in the 1987-88
amended budget.

He compared using the fund
balance—monies which are carried
over from the previous year—to buy-
ing with a credit card. “You've got to
pay il back sometime,” he said

Comumissieners  Tuesday  heard
budget requests from represen-
tatives of Brunswick Community Col-
lege including President Mike
Reaves and Business Manager Ben
DeBlois ( see related story).

Also, Brunswick County Fire and
Rescue Association President Gene
Sellers and seven membeis of the
Pilot Club of South Brunswick
Islands attended the work session to
voice their support of the 911 svstem.

took no action in open session.

everything will be fine."

until Monday afternoon.

“We talked about the same problems and the same
personnel as last time," he said, making available no
specifics. I think we got it worked out. 1 think

Rabon said he had scheduled Tuesday’s special
meeting last Friday afternoon. However, the local
press was not notified by the health department’s staff

The state Open Meetings law provides that for
special meetings, “written notice is required to be
given of the time and purpose of all special meetings

No Action Taken At Mystery Meet

After meeting behind closed doors Tuesday night
for 2's hours regarding an undisclosed *personnel”
matter, Brunswick County Board of Health members

such.

(except emergency meetings) at least 48 hours in ad-
vance' by posting at the public body's meeting place
or principal bulletin board, and by mail or delivery to
the media or others who have made written request of

At its June 13 regular meeting, the board met
lengthily in executive session on the same personnel
issue it discussed Tuesday, also taking no action when
it returned to public session.

Rabon said board members debated continuing the
June 13 discussion until their July meeting, but decided
to go ahead and settle the matter.

At its July 11 meeting, he added, the board will
have two months' work to do, since little regular
business has been taken care of in June.

Holden Adopts $880,000 Budget

BY SUSAN USHER

Holden Beach Cemmissioners,
meeting Monday morning in special
session, quietly adopted a $880.318
budget for the coming vear that in-
cludes $35,000 for o wastewater treat-
ment engineering study and $50.000
lo initiate a property-owner par-
ticipation underground utilities pro-
ject.

While the town has increased the
cost of tapping on tc the water
system, both the 14 cents per $100
value tax rate and the water rate will
remain the same.

The board also acted on the impen-
ding sale of water refundi -2 bonds:
discussed Shrimp Street's unique
parking and traffic situation: ap-
proved an equipment purchase for
Tri-Beach Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment; amended the town code to
reflect an increase in water tap-on
fees and amended the 1987-88 budget
to balance several line item expen-
ditures,

The vote on the budget was
unanimous, following discussion of
only one continuing point of conten-
tion—the board's intent to continue

use of a reserve fund for beachfront
erosion control, not for canalfront
bulkhead repairs that might be
flooding-related.

As adopted the budget includes
general fund operating expenses of
$543.309 of which an estimated
3282800 would be generated by pro-
perty taxes. The enterprise or water
fund of 3337026 reflects added in-
come from the increased tap-on fees
approved Monday . Effective July 1, a
standard *i-inch tap will cost $300, up
from $275. Larger taps will be charg-
ed at the rate of cost plus 10 percent,
as in the past, but with a minimum
charge of 3600 rather than $300.

One major item n the budget is
350,000 in start-up funds for a propos-
vd underground utilities project. If
the town is granted authority from
the state lo assess property owners
for the installations, the property
owners would reimburse the town for
funds advanced to begin the work.

Another 335,060 will finance an
engineering study by Lewis &
Associates on wastewater treatment
needs and alternatives.

Also included are $11,600 for pur-

chase of a new four-wheel drive
pickip truck for the water depart-
ment; $13,000 for purchase of a new
police vehicle: sale of a 1986 Dodge
pickup in the water department to
the inspections department for
$8.000, to replace the Tovota now in
use: and a $10.000 reserve for salary
increases.
$20,000 Fund

Commissioner Gay  Atkins  ques-
tioned the board's specification that
§20,000 tabout one cent of the tax
rate) continue to be set aside as a
reserve in the event that erosion of
the front duneline threatens the in-
frastructure or property. She wanted
the board to agree that the funds
could also be used to correct dumage
caused by inland flood-related
damage on the island, such as
bulkhead failure on a canal street.

Felloew commissioners echoed
Commissioner Bob Buck, who
assured her that if a bulkhead needed
repair and funds were not available
elsewhere in the budget, that the
beard would use funds from the one-
cent reserve, because the repair

(See HOLDEN, Page 2-A)
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