Wedding Gave Brunswick lis Name
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Nobody invalved in that event could possibly
have foreseen the weird set of cireumstances
that more than a hall-century later would in-
stall the House of Hanover on the British
throne, @ development that accounts for the
18th century adoption in the British colonies of
such German place names as Brunswick.
Hanover and Mecklenburg,

The marniage that was to bring the destinies
of England and north Germany so close
together actually took place when the dritish
throne was vacant, its last occupant (Charles
I+ having been beheaded nime vears earlier,
he bride that morming in Heidelberg was an
unimpartant - heir, the 12th child of the
daughter of King James 1. Her name was
Sophia. and she was a talented woman who
spoke five languages fluently and had a grasp
ol the polities of that era. The groom was a
minor dignitary, Ernest Augustus, Elector of
Hanover. The marriage lasted 40 vears
Ernest died in 16980 and produced seven
children

George Lewis, Sophia's oldest son, now
crossed the channel to become King Georgoe |,
and that takes us back to our opeming state-
ment. The throne of England would not have
sone to the Duke of Brunswick, the House of
Hanover i 171416 1t had not heen for that wed-
ding in Hewdelbery in 1638, 1t would have been
a fur more glorous story. however, if Sophia
herself had been the one to link Brunswick anid
England as Queen, for George 1 was a dull,
vindictive character with none of his mother's
lalents,
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George kept lis divorced wife imprisoned on
the continent and broueht his two Gernan
nustresses with hime lreeverent Fnglshmen
with a fine eve for the female Tigore. quickly
dubbed them, —the Elephant.” and  *the
Maypole.” as they exercised the real power
for the English king who could not speak
English.

It was this man’s alienated son, George 11,
wiho was on the throne two decades later when
Brunswicktown was settled and named. and it
was his great-grandson, George 111, against
whose taxation policies the colonists revolted
in 1776, All in all, the House of Hanover did not
exactly signal n era of greatness for the
British ¢ “own.
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There was a kind of poetic justice, therefore,
in 1917, when antipathy toward things German
led the English to drop the name of Brunswick
from royal titles, replacing it with Windsor.

Had North Carolina been as close to Britain
i 197 as it was in 17H, Brunswick County
wonld probably have changed its name to
Windsor County as part of the English effort to
purge itself of the “German Connection.”

On the one hand, that would have meant that
this thrilling article, instead of appearing in
the Brunswick Beacon, would probably have
surfaced m the Windsor Whatnot,

O the other hand, by keeping the names of
Brunswick and Hanover in North Carolina
coinities, one can always say that the failure to
hind ereative solutions for such things as land-
[t and zoning problems, is simply part of the
legaey of unimaginative leadership received
from George 1.
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“Young Men’'s Slacks

|

CLOTHING
FOR MEN

$19.99
Values t0 $39. 1 rack by Bugle Boy, P.CH.,
Clavin Klein & Zepplin

Robert Bruke Knits $19.99

Values to $30. Relaxed fit; stripes & solids.
- . SizesMio XL, i

Sansabelt Suits

Khaoki, Navy, Grey Reg. & Long

Sansabelt Slacks $29.88
Voalues to $48. Khoki; Royal, Raspberry, Yellow,
Teol. Sizes-32-44, et

$199.00

~ SportCoats - $99.00
Silk & Polywool. Reg. & Long. Sizes 38-50
Selected
Summer Merchandise 25%°OFF

PT294
RCA Video Cassette
Recorder with
Digital Special
Effects

—Whether—you're -updating.-your.. wardrobe _
with the latest in fashionable style, topping
off the right look with o classy accessory or
buying a gift of distinction, you'll find it all
in our shop. :
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Goodyear Home Supply

Mein Street, Shallotte, 754-6792
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Open Mon-Sat 9-7, Sun 1-6
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COASTAL PLAZA, SHALLOTTE=754-5000
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