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On Drug Count
A Columbus County man who was

indicted on cocaine traffickingcharges in Brunswick County's"Operation White Tide" received a
probationary sentence earlier this
month in Elizabethtown.
According to court documents on

file at the Brunswick County Clerk of
Court's office, Leon Preston Parker,
25, of Whiteville, pleaded guilty Dec.
7 in Bladen County Superior Court to
felonious possession of cocaine.

Judge E. Lynn Johnson sentenced
Parker to a suspended five-year
prison term, with five years of supervisedprobation. Also, the defendant
was ordered to pay a $300 fine and
perform 150 hours of community servicework within 12 months.

In April, Parker was one of 48 individualsindicted on drug trafficking
charges by a Brunswick County investigativegrand jury. He initially
was charged with two counts of conspiracyto traffic in more than 28
grams of cocaine and four counts of
trafficking in more than 28 grams of
cocaine.
Court documents state that the

trafficking charges were dismissed
in Brunswick County Superior Court
because Parker agreed to plead guiltyto the lesser possession count. He
also agreed to allow his case to be
moved from Brunswick County to
Bladen County to enter his plea and
be sentenced.
The maximum sentence for

felonious possession of cocaine is five
years in prison. A trafficking charge
involving more than 28 grams of cocainecarries a maximum prison
term of 15 years and a mandatory
minimum term of seven years.
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i beds in the early months of 1988, leaving
he mouths of local shellfishermen which
lore bitter as the year progressed,
blow was dealt over a two-week period in
11 of Lockwood Folly River was shut down
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sting on Aug. 31.
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:h Preston Howard, regional supervisor
division of Environmental Management,
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'ollowing a meeting in September which
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isident Lena Ritter, the local group Save
as established.
zation, in part, stemmed from opposition
larina to be built on the river. Announcerinaproposal came shortly before the first
August.
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plan.
The eight-member committee is

composed of representatives from
county departments including Parks
and Recreation, Social Services
(DSS), Mental Health, Public Health
and Planning, as well as Brunswick
Community College, the City ol
Southport and the Town of Long

(See COMMITTEE, Page 2-A)
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summer when the state shut down th
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posal, fearing that it could harm
resources in the river.

Action on the permit applicat
September when it was learned that
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they were considering modification <
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Sometime this winter the first ma
ior exnansion of Shallntfp'R fiuo.u»ir.
old wastewater treatment planl
should be completed, according tc
the consulting engineer for the pro
ject.
Proposed plant improvements will

allow the town to lift what has been a
long-standing "moratorium" or
sewage treatment allocations tc

I large commercial enterprises seekingentrance into town.
"It's real important," Shallotte

Mayor Jerry Jones said of the proposedexpansion. "If we're going tc
do any further developing and expan
ding of the town limits then we've gol
to do something about it."

J. Finley Boney of Raleigh,
engineer for the town's sanitary
sewer system, said Tuesday that

. designs for the expansion have beer
completed and are awaiting the
review of various state agencies. He
said he expects no problems getting
approval of the plans by late
January.
"They've had the plans since about

the first of December," he said in a
telephone interview. "I don't see why
the property improvements won't be
approved."

i Boney, who designed the original
town sewer plant which begar

i operating in the summer of 1983, saic
i the actual work at the plant shoulc

take 30 to 60 days to complete. "Cer
E tainly, before spring weather get;
; nere, we ought to have an enlargec

facility," he said.
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Few Months
The project entails expansion of

the spray field. Boney said the town
' has the equipment and personnel to' do most or all of the work involved.
' "The town ought to be able to do it

for $30,000 or $40,000," he said, comparedto a cost of between $50,000 and^ $60,000 if a private contractor were
1 hired. Mayor Jones said town
1 employees will likely do at least a
' portion of the work.

The expanded irrigation field will
be situated on part of a 27-aere tract

1 of land purchased earlier this year
across from the existing plant on

' Forest Drive in the northeast section
(See PLANT, Page 2-A)

Sunset Bridge
| Repairs Planned

Sunset Beach residents and
visitors can expect some traffic
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the state Department of
Transportation plans to do some
repairs to the pontoon bridge,

i James Hayes, DOT bridge
' maintenance supervisor for

Brunswick County, said work
replacing bad decking boards

I will begin Tuesday, Jan. 3, and
' should continue through Friday,1 Jan. 6.
1 He said the repairs are not major,but will cause some delays.
3 "Every hour or two we're gonna1 let everybody through," he said.
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N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission to
ed term which ends Sept. 30,1989.
:al figures were not compiled, state
t that the red tide caused more than $25
oic losses and that fishermen alone lost
e were about 2,000 shellfishing licenses
ick County in 1988, but it is unknown how
ere depend on shellfishing for their innoen

did venture back into the river, it
i much of the oyster stock dead.not
1 tide. Rather, single-celled microscopic
enno were flourishing in the high salinilperaturesof two local rivers. But with
t year's end, their numbers were declinsw

bright spots in an otherwise dismal
crmen, however, came in June when the
Commission voted to keen mechanical
out of local waters. The decision followhearingsalong the coast, one of which
ia in May.
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took their toll on the local shellfishing
and tourists still paid homage to the
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