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GREEN-BACKED HERONS extend their bodies as they wait for food to swim by.

The Energy Crisis: Searching Or Waiting

BY BILL FAVER

Most animals spend much of their time searching
for food. For them a great deal of energy is required in
hunting and the key to staying
alive is locating food containing
more energy than they consume in
finding it.

" The animal scientists even
have an equation: Net energy gain
divided by time spent hunting
equals energy from food collected
divided by time spent searching,
pursuing, preparing, and eating.
FAVER This equation applies to the birds
and insects as well as the larger predatory animals.

Many birds become specialists in searching for
their food. Ospreys, hawks, and owls cover wide areas,
circling overhead or perching on a tall tree, as they use
keen eyesight to sort our their prey.

Many of the herons and egrets seem to stake out a
systematic path as they cover a marsh or shoreline
looking for snails, fish, fiddlers, f rogs, and snakes.

The Green-backed Heron is an exception. It
prefers to position itself on a low shrub near the water
and wait for minnows to swim by. The Green-backed
Heron is so efficent at this it may extend its entire body

down below its feet to snatch a fish.

Unlike the ‘‘searchers,” the “waiters” can get by
on less food. They don't expend as much energy getting
food, so their needs are less. The waiters are dependent
upon food that moves—that will come to them. There
are many examples of the waiters in the ccean—sea
anemeones, barnacles, oysters, parchment worms and
others. Many are “filter-feeders,’" straining nutrients
from the water that passes through their bodies.

Some of the waiters employ ambush strategies,
snagging victims as they pass by. Some of the insects
are masters at setting traps. The ant lion, or “doodle
bug,” digs its cone-shaped hole in the sand, waits for an
unsuspecting ant to fall in, and then sucks out the body
fluids.

Spiders, of course, spin webs and wait for insects to
become entangled. A few animals, including insects,
even use a lure or tool to help in their feeding.

Animals have an energy crisis each day as they
use energy to search for food or to wait until a meal
comes along. Pollution, storms, habitat destruction
and disease may wipe out their food supplies and cuse
them to use more energy than they can replace. When
this happens, they, too, become weak and vulnerable,
susceptible to disease and predation. Such is life
among the searchers and the waiters!
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Celebrate Coast At Raleigh Fair

To get landlubbers more involved
in preserving the North Carolina
coast, WRAL-TV in Raleigh is
hosting a Carolina Coastal Celebra-
tion April 8 and 9 at the Kerr Scott
Building on the N.C. State
Fairgrounds in Raleigh.

The free event will showcase tradi-
tional entertainers, crafts, unusual

seafood and educational exhibits
about the coastal environment.

Sea Grant and Beach Sweep '89
sponsors will staff booths at the two-
day event.

The fair is the latest project in the
station’s ongoing commitment to ad-
dressing problems facing the state’s

sounds and estuaries. It has produc-
ed a half-hour documentary,
“Troubled Waters,” and the booklet,
“Sound Advice,” a resource guide
that tells inland residents how their
actions affect the coastal environ-
ment. It also sponsored a forum in
Raleigh that featured former CBS
anchor Walter Cronkite.
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Letters

(Continued From Preceding Page)
visitors without a very necessary
high-rise bridge that is desperately
needed for safety, convenience, and
practicality.

It is time that the Sunset Beach
council served the majority of its
patrons—not its own provincialism
and personal interests.

Paul J. Skiver

Officials
Elected To
Take Stand

To the editor:

I received this anonymously in the
mail this week and would like to
share it. I would like to thank all the
marvelous supporters who elected
members of this (Sunset Beach)
council because they were willing to
take a stand to maintain the small
beach atmosphere and orderly
growth of our beloved area.

Our supporters moved and came to
this area to avoid a Myrtle Beach en-
vironment and were willing to elect
officials who supported their views.

Katherine Hill Peed
Sunset Beach
(Editor’s note: The writer is a
member of the Sunset Beach Town
Council. Following is the text of what
she received anonymously in the
mail: )
The Man In The Arena

“It is not the critie who counts, not
the man who points out how the strong
man stumbled or where the doer of
deeds could have done them better. The
eredit belongs to the man who is actual-
Iy in the arena: whose face is marred by
dust and sweat again and again;: who
knows the great enthusiasms, the great
devations, and spends himself in a wor-
thy cause: who, at the best, knows the
trivmph of high achicvement: and who,
at the worst, if he fails, at least fails
while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and timid

souls who know neither victory nor
defear.”
Theodore Roosevelt
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Supplies

10 Gal 18 Gal

Last While 2 gn Swm:_e
Suppiies upplies
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Rough Tote™ Stor- || Ra-Pid-Feed™ Spray- || 18-In. Push

age Containers er with bonus Ib o Broom has palmyra
in 10 or 18-gal sizes Ra-Pid-Gro plant food bristles sel in durable
Sturdy plastic, a2 o Won'tclog. - Sup'r Block® oy gaw

\__ QUANTITIES LIMITED QUANTITIES LIMITED QUANTITIES LIMITED |

[ Goodyear Home Supply

Main St1. Shallotte 754-6792

*SEAL COATING
*STRIPING
*PATCHING
*CURBING
*DRIVEWAYS

"WE CAN DO A LOT FOR You”
249-7627 PO, BOX 4140

AT YVARNAMTOWN

BRING HOME
THE $BEACON

On Sale At
JOE'S SUPERETTE

N. MYRTLE BEACH

'HALT MAINTENANCE

PAVING
CONTRACTORS

154-6201
we specialize in...

Parking Lots
- and Streets

£ *Grading *Storm drainage
*Curb and gutter

*Paving
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Asphalt plant — 2 miles north of Shallotte Hwy. 17
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Schaetfer
Sales

SUPPNLY

Scheelfer
Sales &
Leasing
HWY. 133

LONG BEACH RD.

LONG BEACH

/ SOUTHPORT \

Leasin

A Division of Schaeffer Buick of Wilmington

Corners of Hwys. 123 & 211
Southport
Call 457-5911 Anytime

'86 Ford Mustang LX
3 door, automatic, sunroof, rear
window defogger, air, casselle,
gray. Stock #S120AA

msiseer 9495

‘88 Chevrolet Beretta
Red, 2 door, automatic, stereo,
rear window defogger.
Slock #S111

sy 99495
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“Price will NOT be the reason you aren’t in a Scl waeffer car, truck or van.”

Our building is almost finished...

‘86 Ford Escort* -~

4 speed, 2 door, liftback; 4 cylinder,

tan. Stock #51962A. "
Economy

per mo,

'87 Chevy C-10 Silverado
Half-ton longbed, V-6, air, tilt,
cruise, automatic, AM/FM,
dual lanks. Stock #5159

mte  $9995

$3685.90 1otal delivery price (inc. tax, 1ags & faas) with
S500 down, $3185.90 loan amount, pay $110.28 for 36
mo. al 14.9% APR. $764.18 linance chargo. tot. dol. pm
$3970.08,

e et e i e ST
'87 Chevy G-10 Van CONVERSION'
4.3 liter, auto, AM/FM/CB/TV. Raised
* Roof, Low Miles. Stock #S121

i 53577,

per mo.

S13885 90 tot. deb. price finc. 1ax, 1ags & lees) with $1000
down, $12685.90 loan amt, pay $357.97 mo. for 48 mo. at
14.9% APR. %1296 66 inance charge, tot. del pmt
$17,182.56.

'88 Buick Park Avenue
This car's loaded!
Dark Blue.

Stock #S162

aont: 914,995

- Grand Opening Soon

.with s_erVice__departmeht Ifoi-_ your auto _n‘é,eds.

OPEN 9-7 MON.-FRI. & SAT. 9-4
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