
¦JOB Recommends Adding Third SAD To
BY RAHN ADAMS

County utility officials are learn¬
ing that bigger is better, when it
comes to saving money on special
assessment district water projects.
On Monday, the Brunswick

County Utility Operations Board
voted unanimously to recommend
to cuuniy cuiiiiiiUkSiuncis ihai ilucc
districts in the Holden Beach area
be combined into one water line
extension project.
John Boney and Commissioner

Frankic Rabon were the only UOB
members absent from Mondaynight's one-hour, 45-minute meet¬
ing, which was largely a replay of
last month's board session.
At the July meeting, the board

Holden Beach Area Water Effort
asked its consulting engineers,Houston and Associates, for cost
estimates on the proposed water
line extensions into SADs 7 and 9,
located on opposite sides of the
mainland causcway at Holdcn
Beach, and on the feasibility of add¬
ing nearby SAD 16 (Sea Aire area)
to the project.

Cnginccr Jay Houston reported
Monday that the county and ulti¬
mately the property-owners who are
assessed for the project.would
save an estimated $42,644 by com¬
bining the three districts. Doing tho
three SADs individually would total
an estimated $506,166, while the
consolidated approach would cost
an estimated $463,522.
UOB Chairman Robert Nubcl

noted that the board was recom¬
mending that SAD 16 be served out
of sequence on the SAD prioritylist; the county would be skippingSADs 12 through 15. However,
members agreed that the expected
cost savings and proximity of the
three SADs would justify the move.
The only other reservation ex¬

pressed d'uuui combining uic dis¬
tricts was that the water department
might have difficulty filling orders
for water taps on a timely basis, if
all three SADs come on line at
once.

Public Utilities Director JerryWebb said his tapping crews now
can fill a tap-on request in two to
three days; however, he indicated
that unless additional personnel are

hired, that waiting period would
increase if the department is flood¬
ed with orders.

As a result, the UOB also ap¬
proved member Ed Gore's motion
to recommend that the county con¬
sider having the eventual project
contractor install residential taps as
water lines arc being laid. Those
cariy taps would be done oniy for
individuals who state in writing that
they intend to bccomc customers.
The board spccificd that funds to

pay the contractor for installing the
taps would not come from the SAD
project cost, which is paid by all
property owners in the district; the
money would come from a separate
water department fund.
The first public hearing on SADs
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7 and 9 will be held on Monday,
Aug. 28, at 7 p.m., in the Public
Assembly Building, Bolivia. The
UOB will recommend lo commis¬
sioners that the initial public hear¬
ing for SAD 16 be held on Sept. 28.

In another matter, the UOB voted
to recommend that the water depart¬
ment relocate a 375-Tool section of
water line that was uncovered by
high tides earlier this year on the
eastern end of Holdcn Beach.

Noting that the work would not
involved any of the county's water
line under Lockwood Folly Inlet,
consulting engineer Alan Lewis
estimated that the project would
cod between SI ,200 and SI ,500.

However, he said the work might

prove to be enly a temporary solu¬
tion. If erosion continues at its pre¬
sent rate on the eastern end of the
island, the line would have to be
relocated again in about six-and-a-
half years, he said.

In other business at Monday's
meeting, the utility board agreed on
the following recommendations:

That the UOB have the author¬
ity to determine whether or not
master water meters should be in¬
stalled at multi-unit developments.
.That a county water line to

Forest Hills subdivision in the Hol-
den Beach area be oversized from
six inches to eight inches, in antici¬
pation of future service extensions
in that area. UOB member Alfonza
Roach is Forest Hills' developer.
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Town Trying To Collect
Overdue Utility Charges

BY DOUG RUTTER
Shallotte officials aren't saying

much on the subject, but acknowl¬
edge they are still trying to collect
payments on a shopping center's
water and sewer bills that may be as
much as two years overdue.
Mayor Jerry Jones said the town

is trying to collect a sum of money
owed in overdue utility bills from a
party associated with Resort Plaza
shopping center. He would not pro¬
vide the amount of the overdue
charges, the period of time for
which the bills are owed or the
name of the individual or organiza¬
tion that owes the money.

Jones referred all questions to the
town attorney, who he said is han¬
dling the matter on behalf of the
town. The town's billing clerk also
referred questions to the town attor¬
ney, stating that he had been given
all of the information relating to the
overdue water and sewer charges.

But the town attorney also
refused to comment on the record
on what the town has done or plans
to do to collect the money. "The
town has not authorized me to give
out that information," said Mark
Lewis. "There's nothing I can say at
this point"

Resort Plaza, a $1.5 million shop¬
ping center at the south end of Shal-
lotte, was seized by federal mar¬
shals on Sept. 3, 1987, in connec¬
tion with a federal civil suit against
a former part-owner of the complex,Alvin Bryan Willis III of Shallotte.
When the plaza was seized, two

months of water and sewer bills
amounting to $1,276 were owed the
town. The plaza receives one bill
for water and sewer each month,
and individual shop owners are not
billed.

Shallotte officials would not saywhether they are still trying to col¬
lect the money from those two
months or if the uncollected sum is
left over from another period of
time, even though water and sewer
bills aic public icCOiu.

Town policy allows water and
sewer department workers to cut off
scrvice if a bill for one month has
not been paid by the start of the fol¬
lowing month. However, customers
are typically given longer than a
month to pay off their outstanding
bills, according to town staff. Utility
service for Resort Plaza has not
been cut off.

Dwight Rich, chief deputy of the
U.S. Marshal's Service in Raleigh,
said the marshal's scrvice paid all of
its water and sewer bills during the
period of time it owned the plaza
and that the agency is not responsi¬
ble for bills generated prior to the
seizure of the property.
"As far as we're concerned, all

bills have been paid that we're
responsible for," he said. "We pay
our bills. That's the bottom line to
it."

However, the marshal's service
did agree to make'sure payment was
made on all outstanding bills relat¬
ing to the property except for the
1987 and 1988 property taxes,
according to the plaza settlement
agreement between the U.S. Attor¬
ney and Alvin B. Willis Jr., which
was executed in March. Paragraph
Seven states, "The United States
will assure that the property manag¬
er will provide verification to
Willis, Jr. that all outstanding bills
of every nature and description
relating to the property have been
paid except for the 1987 and 1988
ad valorem taxes."

Rich said a letter sent to Mayor
Jones on Sept. 28, 1987, stated that
the marshal's service was willing to
pay all water and sewer chargesafter Sept. 3, 1987.the date the
federal government seized the
plaza The organization never heard
back irom the town concerning
water and sewer bills, he said.
"We are going to pay whatever

we are obligated to pay," said Rich.
"If there's some problem with out¬
standing bills I feel the town needs
iu gci in loutii with us on this."

Shallotte Planners
Suggest ETA Boundary
Shallotte Aldermen were expect¬

ed to take their first look Wedncs-
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ommendation for the town to extend
some control over future develop¬
ment beyond the town limits.

After several months of study, the
planning board recommended last
week that the town establish an ex¬
traterritorial jurisdiction area (ETA)
as a means of regulating growth in
areas surrounding the town, accord¬
ing to board clerk Sandy Hewett.

Extraterritorial jurisdiction would
allow the town to enforce its zoning
and subdivision ordinances and the
SU11C UUUUUlg CCXjC ill all uTCti up to
one mile outside the town limits. In
turn, residents of the area would
have voting representation on the
planning board and board of adjust¬
ment.the two town boards that
address how property is used.
The jurisdictional privilege is

available to towns only where the
county has not already taken on all
iiiicc uuiics. Brunswick County pro
vides building inspection and subdi¬
vision ordinance enforcement in
unincorporated areas, but has yet to
adopt a zoning ordinance.
The boundary proposed by the

Shallotte Planning Board extend?
along U.S. 17 to Old Shallotte Road
south of town and Royal Oak Road
north of town. Along N.C. 130, the
proposed area reaches out to Airport
Road on the west and past Gray
Bridge Road on the east. On N.C.
179 the area would extend to just
beyond the existing town limits near

1 Village Point Road and Brick
[ Landing Road.

Sunset beach, Calabash and
I Southport arc the only municipal!-I tics in the county that already have

I established areas of extraterritorial
I jurisdiction. Ocean Isle Beach offi-

I cials hope to have an ETA in place

I

before the end of the year.
Also last week, the planning
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two large areas at the north and
south ends of town. Each of the
areas is made up of about 400 acres
and has multiple owners who arc
requesting inclusion in the town.

Land proposed for annexation at
the south end of town includes indi¬
vidual tracts owned by W.J.
McLamb, Roy and John Mintz,
Grady Hardwick, Eldridge Ludlum
and Lyle Burton. The properties are
located on both sides of the U.S. 17
Shallottc bypass south of its inter-

. i in \\rnn*owuuu niui i nvjk.

McLamb's Parkview Apartments
are included in the area.
The other area recommended for

annexation is located at the north
end of town off Forest Drive.
Owners Bobby Long, Hardwick and
McLamb have each requested
annexation of their individual tracts.
The land includes the Green Bay

Village subdivision and is contigu¬
ous to the town limits because it
ouches the wastewater treatment
plant property on the cast side of
Forest Drive.

Clarification
The Harold Wayne Johnson list¬

ed in the Brunswick County District
Criminal Court record published in
the Aug. 10 edition of The Bruns¬
wick Beacon is not the West Bruns¬
wick High School teacher Harold
Wayne Johnson of Route 3, Shal-
lotte.

According to the Brunswick
County Clerk of Court's office, the
defendant who appeared in District
Court on July 31 is a resident of
Route 9, Shallottc.
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Atlantic Ocean Or Lake Atlantic?
The Atlantic Ocean was more like a lake at liolden lieach most of Saturday until a late afternoon southeast breeze brought a return to themal wave action. * nor-

Authority OKs Agreement; Awards Pipeline Contract
BY RAHN ADAMS

After two months of negotiations,
Brunswick County and the Lower
Cape Fear Water and Sewer Author¬
ity last week came to terms on a
new water supply agreement.a
move that allows the authority to
proceed with a S7.3 million expan¬sion into New Hanover County.

According to County Attorney
David Clcgg, who also serves as
LCFWSA chairman, the authority
board voted unanimously last Wed¬
nesday to approve the water supply
contract, just as commissioners had
done two days earlier at their Aug.
7 meeting.

Provisions added to the new con-

tract arc that the county will contin¬
ue to operate and maintain the auth¬
ority's facilities; that both bodies
will seek legislation for a "lump¬
sum payback" of more than S5.5
million the county advanced the
authority in 1982; and that the
authority will not charge any future
customer a rate lower than the
county's.

Also, the new agreement states
that the county will pay a water rate
that is 80 percent of the rate to be
chargcd the three prospective New
Hanover County customers: Cape
Industries, Takeda Chemical Pro¬
ducts USA and the City of Wil¬
mington.

Woman Admits Involvement
In Shallotte Man's Murder
A Columbus County woman on

Monday admitted her involvement
in the September 1988 murder of
Shallotte businessman Darwin
Kingsley "King" Freeman.

Carol Jeanette Moore, 20, of Bol¬
ton, pleaded guilty Monday in
Brunswick County Superior Court
to being an accessory after the fact
in the crimes of murder, kidnapping,burglary, armed robbery and two
counts of arson, according to the
Brunswick County Clerk of Court's
office.
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later in tne special two-week coun
session. She faces up to 60 years in
prison a possible maximum sen¬
tence of 10 years on each accessory
count Judge Donald W. Stephens is
presiding.
The guilty pleas were entered on

the same day that jury selection
began in the first-degree murder
trial of Ms. Moore's boyfriend,
Henry Levi Pigott, 33, of Shallotte.
Jury selection was still underway
Tuesday afternoon.
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murder, armed robbery, kidnapping,
burglary and arson in connection
with Freeman's death. Pigott and
Ms. Moore were arrested in Febru¬
ary at Pigott's Airport Road resi¬
dence, following a five-month in¬
vestigation by the SBI and Bruns¬
wick County Sheriff's Department.

If found guilty, Pigott faces cither

life in prison or the death penalty on
the murder charge. Other possible
maximum penalties arc life in
prison on the burglary and arson
charges, and 40-ycar prison terms
on the armed robbery and kidnap¬
ping counts.
The body of the 74-year-old

Freeman was found Sept. 25, 1988,
in an efficiency apartment at his
business, Anchor Lumber Com¬
pany, located on U.S. 17 south of
Shallotte. Bound hand and foot, he
died of a single .22-caliber gunshot
wound to the head.

investigators saiu liie apparent
motive in the killing was robbery.
About SI 10 was stolen from the
business. Also, the apartment was
partially burned in an apparent
attempt to destroy evidence, law¬
men said.

Pigott was employed at Anchor
Lumber Company at the time of the
murder. Authorities said he was not
working there when he was arrested
in February.
i .

BRING HOME
THE (BEACON

On Sale At
BILL'S SEAFOOD
ISLAND GROCERY

SUNSET BEACH GROCERY

Last month the county appealed a
New Hanover County Superior
Court decision that the authority
could not use a discriminatory rate
structure. The new contract states
that the county will be charged a
lower water rate, if the appeal is
decided in the county's favor or if
an outside settlement is rcachcd.
The new agreement still provides

that the county reserve the last eight
million gallons of the authority's
water capacity; that the county
retains the right to sell untreated
water in Brunswick County; that the
authority must buy any treated
water it may need from the county;
and that the authority must repay
the more than S5.5 million to the
county.

Also at last Wednesday's meet¬
ing, the authority board awarded the
S7.3 million water iinc construction
project to low-bidder Bryan Electric
Company of High Point. Board
members Clcgg and Brunswick
County Commissioner Grace Bca-
slcy cast the only two dissenting
vntCS.

"I voted against it to express my
support for our declaratory judg¬
ment appeal," Clegg explained "It
just was a vote of principle for the
historic perspective of this whole
issue." The county is the authority'sfirst and only customer.

Clegg noted, however, that
although ilic construction contract
was awarded last week, actual work
will not begin "for months." He
explained that the authority must
now arrange S>4.1 million in revenue
bond financing through the N.C.
Local Government Commission for

r

Cape Industries' share of the pro¬
ject.

Takcda and Wilmington have
committed to paying the remainder
of the project costs and alreadyhave paid their portions of engineer¬
ing costs.
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Come see our <fspiay of cabinets and vanities.

SEA COAST TRADING CO.
754-6630

120 Blake Dr., Shallotte

fThe Healthy Habits
Center, Inc.

Certified Medifast Weight Control Specialist
E xercise Center

Next Medifast Classes
Start September 5

Marilyn J. Boehm, M D Ph D 919-754-5581
Village Pines, Shallotte 919-754 9949

ORTHOPEDIC SALE
Firm II
Twin Set
9895

Inner
Full Set
10995

Spring Sets
Queen Set
13995

NO SAG MNERSPRING
15 YEAR WARRANTY
EXTRA FIRM 312 COIIS

Twin... .$129.95 Ml
Full $149 95 mi
Qumh $179.95 Ml
King $269.95 Ml

5% SENIOR CITIZEN
AND STUDENT DISCOUNT

YOUR CHOtCE
WITHS150

BED
PURCHASE

FREE BEDFRAME
FREE RILLOWS
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Factory |

Outlet

CHECKS &
C.O.D.S
WELCOME

OHIHUPEOIC
BACK COMFORT SUPREME

20 YEAR WARRANTY
Twin $149.95 Mt
Full $179.95 Ml
Qu«*n $229.95 Ml
King $349.95 Mt

formerly RSR MATTRESS OUTLET

HWY. 17, SHALLOTTE
ACROSS FROM HARDEES

754-5727
Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4

, CLOSED WEDNESDAYS^

$350^ J Per Plate
LUNCH
SPECIAL

1 1 AM AOhmM . 7 rjAvo ^ WEEK

Now Serving All
VEGETABLE OIL COOKING

OPEN II AM 10PM-7 DAYS A WEEK

<2-
RIVER ROAD (919) 579-6728 CALABASH, NC


