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Buiishooting Contiest Features
Tall Tales On The Lighter Side

The bull is sure to fly this week-
end when storytellers from near and
far take the stage at the annual
Brunswick County Veterans’ Bull-
shooting Contest.

Billed as *“North Carolina’s
Greatest Bullshooting Contest,” the

competition will be held Saturday -

around 3 p.m. as part of the N.C.
Oyster Festival at Seaside.

Jess Parker, Brunswick County
Veterans’ Services Officer and
founder of the annual tall tale con-
test, says all successful bullshooters
have two things in common.

“A knowledge of many things
and a great imagination are very
important,” he said. “The art of

ing is to see how outra-
geous you can get with a story.”

Parker said some contestants tell
a better tale if they dress for the oc-
casion or use props such as a shot-
gun or hunting rifle. “It
entirely on the contestant,” he said.
“Some people are effective with
props. But I don’t use them very
well, personally.”

Wearing a fringed shirt and cow-
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“I don’t know if they’ll all com-
pete or not, but I'm asking them all
to be there,” he said. “We're getting
almost to the point where we could
have a past champions’ contest.”

Parker also said some members
of the National Liars Club may
enter this year's tall-tale contest. He
said a member of the group sta-
tioned in Omaha, Neb., contacted
him in early September about chat-
tering a bus to the festival.

The National Liars Club special-
izes in one-liners, said Parker, while
contestants in the bullshooting con-
test are encouraged to relate longer
tales.

“I'm sure some of them could
Join right in with us and some of us
could join right in with them,” said
Parker. “Of course, we are very
adamant that we don't lie.”

Parker, who entered the contest
for the first time last year, noted
that he probably won’t enter this
year unless there aren’t enough
bullshooters. He said he felt uneasy

-as a competitor 1n last year's event
because he has run the contest since
it started six years ago.

“The comfort level was not what
I like,” he said. “I’m just too close
to the contest to compete.”
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there seems to be more local inter-
est this year.
As always, Parker said he ex-

‘pects many tall tales about animals

and fish. “The old standbys will be
here,” he said. “But I'm always sur-
prised with the ones some of them
come up with.”

For the second consecutive year,
the Coast Toasters Toastmasters

‘Club will judge the contest. Contes-

tants will be judged on the same cri-
teria as last year, said Parker, with
ratings based on content, general
mqa,mmmhtyanduaeofexag-
geration to create a story that is
“almost believable”. Judges will
also consider each bullshooter’s use
of body language, vocal expressicn

.and appropriate language.

~ Parker said the bullshooting con-

test started out as a way for veterans
of the county to “get together and
shoot the breeze.” Over the years,
he said it evolved into a light-heart-
ed contest that typically attracts
large crowds who enjoy getting
caught up in the exciting stories.

The contest is sponsored - by
WAAV AM radio station of Wil-
mington. Trophies sponsored by
TJ’s Auto Electric of Shallotte will
be awarded to the champion bull-
shooter as well as to the second-
and third-place finishers.

There’s no entry fee. Persons
who want 1o enter can sign up at the
festival information table on the day
of the contest or contact Parker in
advance at 253-4307.

=)

o — A | ol - S~ e g

BEACON FILE PHOTO
BOB JOHNSTON of Matthews
won the 1988 Bullshooting con-
test with a tall tale about a mule
named Sam. He should be
among the competitors at this

year’s event.
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Chowder Pot

Simmers Again

There will new faces behind the
chowder pot at the North Carolina
Oyster Festival this year.

In recent years Brunswick Com-
munity College has sponsored the
chowder pot, with proceeds helping
to finance student scholarhips.

Tending the chowder this week-
end will be members of the West
Brunswick High School Chorus.
Each steaming bowl of chowder,
thick with chunks of potato and
clams, will be served with a choice
of crackers or hushpuppies.

The cost will be $3 per bowl,
with chowder available during reg-
ular food service hours at the festi-
val. ;

chorus. The chorus will set aside its
share to help cover the cost of com-
pe!m g in a choral festival next
spring. : ,
_ Last year the chorus won a first
place in a national competition in
New York City.
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Greystone Plaza, Hwy. 17 N., Little River, SC *

Tap * Jazz x Tot Tumblers x Ballet % Pointe * *
Clogging * Gymnastics « Acrobatics
Christy Thompson-Director & Dance Instructor

Fiow not to lose your shirt

* on a *30% investment

Dee Evam—vanastl-cs lf'B"TUC'I'OI' 303-280-1 633 * .Finally, there's a dress shirt you can buy with &
. : i complete confidence. Because Gant, the
Rl R BRI IR R e R R R P ERRR R B !'amnus_shinmakcr_ NOW backs their s-hins e
el with afull onc-year limited warranty. To do
this, Gant had to make its already classic
button-down even better. So we did.
Our new classic button-down
: . \ oxfords start with a revolutionary two- plv
material. Softer 10 the touch. Yer virtaally wrinkle
= tree. Then cach and every Gant shit is tailored impeccably,
: with closer stitching on buttonholes, collars, placket and culfs, And
/ cross-stitched buttons for durability.
: \ Now there are lots more features in a € sant
; I : shirt. But you really have to wear one to know
' . £ how great it is. There's nothing to lose, Because
. T
26 Rooms.A"' Cond'honed our warranty won't let vou

Room Phones Available®Color Cable TV-HBO'PooI

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED NEAR
GOLF COURSES*RESTAURANTS*BEACHES*SHOPS
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- MEMBER OF THE N.C. & AMERICAN HOTEL & MOTEL ASSOCIATIONS

(919)754-6801 BUSINESS HWY. 17 N., SHALLOTTE

Gant Dress Shirts on sale thru Sat., Oct. 28

&. CLOTHING
P e""‘f‘“‘“f FOR MEN

754-5000 Open Mon.-Thurs. 9-6, Fri. & Sat, 9-7
Coastal Plaza, Shallotte MC/VISA

FREE GIFT WRAPPING
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