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Near-Tragedy Raises Concern
About Sunset Beach Bridge

It was approximately 11 a.m. Monday when the call came through: a
passible drowning off the west end of Sunset Beach.

Sunset Beach Pavolman Lisa Hoagland, a strong swimmer, headed
from the mamniand toward the island in her squad car, a quick response
monund, “TE T couldn’t have goiten to her myself, 1 would have called
rescuc.” she sad Later

Instead, the young officer received a lesson in frustration.,

During the summer scason, the Sunset Beach Bridge opens on the
hour during the day 10 allow passage of boat traffic along the Atlantic
Intracoastal Waterway. Mrs. Hoagland waited what scemed 1o her a very
long seven minutes at the pontoon bridge, helpless to act,

Then she proceeded across the causeway 1o the island’s west end

“Time was important.” she recalled later that day.

I‘l'l:.“il_mil} critcal minutes had already heen lost, as the peaple on
the strand had had to first get 10 a phone o report the emergency. That
call was answered by the Brunswick County  SherifT's Department,
whase dispatcher then radioed Sunset Beach Police Department to re-
spond

“Every minute counts, especially in a life-threatening situation like
that.” Mrs. Hoagland said. “It upsets me really that people want o keep
this bridge.™

Ihe pontoon bridge s scheduled for replacement with a high-rise
fixed-span bridge, with construction 1o begin in the fall. However, island
property owners are divided on the fate of the pontoon bridge. For 10
years those who want the pontoon bridge to remain in use have fought
iy replacement, cating the high cost, potential environmental damage
and the rapid growth and higher density they associate with the proposed
bridge.

“But what if a child were struck by a car and you couldn’t get
there?™ asked Mrs, Hoagland, the newest member of the town's small
police force. "Opponents say the bridge could be closed in an CIICrgen-
¢y. But you can’t close the bridge when a barge is going through. They
can’t stop that fast.”

irs. Hoagland figures she was lucky Monday. No one drowned,
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Counf;/ lanning Board Tables Request
For Elevation Variance In Sea Breeze

BY BOB HORNE

The Brunswick County Planning Board last
Wednesday mght decided it needed more ume 1o
think about the first-ever appeal for a vanance ol
clevauon requirements under the coumy Flood
Prevenuon Ordimance

W.A. Roach of Roach Realty requested the
varance for six lots in Sea Breeze subdie ivion
off N.C. 130 1n the Holden Beach area. The Plan-
ming Board tabled action on the request unul its
next meeting.

Roach requested the vanance on “jusufable
hardshin grounds.”

AlT six of the lots are sold, Roach said. When
a member of the Planming Roard asked what the
hardship was, he answered, " The fundship is that
Ul have 10 buy them back. And if 1 have 10 buy
them back, 111 have to see it someone else does
n't buy them back.”

Roach produced a leter dined May 6, 19860 10
which Don Eggent, of the county Planning De-
partment, stated: “According 10 Nauonal Flood
Insurance Maps, Lots 92 through 99 of Sca
Breese Subdivision are located in the food hae-
ard arca. No other lots in this subhivision are lo
cated n the flood hazard area.™

In that letter, Eggent wrote that the flood ele
vation of lots 92 through 99 is 13 feet above

mean i level and that the first-floor elevanon

of any structure must be 14 feer above mean sea
level

“Mr. Harvey, you 10ld Don 1o write that let-
ter,” Roach saud dunng the Planning Board meci-
mg. “So don’tiry to put it off on Don.”

Alter the mecung, Harvey smd he had no
knowledge of the 1986 letter until it was called 1o
his attention last month after he performed a
“Mlood check™ of Lot 100 in Sca Breeze and de-
termuned the elevauon to be 13 feet and the fin-
ished firse-Tioor clevauon of any situciurc woukl
have 1o be a foor above that level, or 14 fect.

However, Roach says Harvey instructed Eg-
EUTL IO Wi e jeuer T was sunding i fns oi-
fice. when Mr. Harvey told Don to wnte i,”
Roach smid after the meeting,

Roach also said permits have been issued for
four other lots in the subdivision that were lower
thar some of the lots that have now been Nagged
and sid one was issued as late as March of this
vear, and questioned why. Planning  Director
John Harvey said it's possible a mistake was
made i his department.

Of the six lots—numbers 85, 86, 88, 90, 91,
100-—Lot 100 15 the lowest, according o Harvey.
It1s at building site ground elevation of 7.9 feet.
The mimmum 36-inch elevation and the cight-
mch mimimum  chassis thickness of a mobile
home bring it 10 11.6 feet when rounded off, or
24 feet below the 14-foot minimum.

Lot 91 1s seven-tenths of a foot below the 14-
foot minimum, while Lot 88 is 1.5 feet below, lot
85 1.8 feet below, Lot 90 1.9 feet below and Lot
86 2.0 feet below the 14-foot minimum. Eight
other lots that have building site ground clevation
at or below 100-year flood elevaton exceed the
fimshed first-Mloor elevaton requirement of 14
feet when the 36-inch and mimimum chassis
thickness are applied.

County Auomey David Clegg auended the
mocting and, from 2 lega! standpoint, recom-
mended  that the Pianming Board approve the
vanance. Clegg said this is the first vanance re-
QuEsL since tie couniy Flond Daimage evention
Ordinance was adopled in March 1987, “But |
think it will be used again and again,” he said.

Board members John Barbee and Alan Hoid-
en expressed concern regarding flood insurance
rates for anyone purchasing such lots without the
lots being filled.

“I think this just shows another reason why
these subdivisions need elevation put on them,”
said Barbee, an insurance agent. 1 think it would
be a disservice for us to allow people to build on
fots that are below the Moo level,”

The Planning Board approved five prelimi-
nary plat proposals and replats, Section 2, Stone
Chimney Ridge: Ocean Haven Subdivision:
Lakewood Estates; Gooseneck Farms Subdivi-
sion and Cape Plaza Subdivision.

A strong undertow had caught a swimmer and swept her out into the
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By the time the officer reached the west end beach, the rescue was
complete and the swimmer was recovering from her ordeal.

“Thank goodness there were people there who were good swimmers
and went out and got her,” Mrs. Hoagland said.

Holden Beach Continues
Search For New Manager

Holden Beach Commissioners
conunued their search for a new
own manager last week, mterview-
mg six candidates but making no
decisions at a special meeting Tucs-
Ltll}.

The town board met in exceutive
session for nearly two hours Tues-
day moming 1o discuss the hiring of
somcone to replace outgoing Town
Manager Gus Ulrich, who announc-
ed his plans w resign in early May,

Commissioners  interviewed  six
applicants during closed-door ses-
sions last Thursday, Friday and Sat-
urday. The people interviewed were
chosen from a ficld of about 65 ap-
plicants, said Commiccioner Gloria
Barrett, a member of the town's per-
sonnel committee.

Town officials planned 0 mect
Friday at 10 a.m. for another inter-
view and might make an offer at
that time, Mrs, Barrey said follow-
g Tuesday's meeting,

Commissioners  had  originally
scheduled three interviews for this
Friday. But Mrs. Barrett said all
three applicants wanted more mon-
¢y than the town board is willing 1o
offer, and all three decided against
iIntervicws.

Ulrich is paid $32.500 per year.
The salary of the new town manag-

er will be negotiated. according 1o a
carcer opportunity notice pubhished
in the June N.C. League of Munici-
paliies newsletter. An identical ad-
verusement was placed in the Inter-
national City Managers Association
publicaton.

Holden Beach  officials  are
searching for a person with a mas-
ters degree in public administration
and at least five years experience in
municipal government, according 10
the advertisemient.

It described Holden Beach as a
resort community with a permanent
population of 360 and scasonal pop-
uladon of 6,XX). The town board
accepted apnlications through July
15.

Ulrich, who originally said he
would resign July 12, is still work-
ing for the town. He announced in
late June that he would stay on as
town manager through the manager
search process,

Ulrich, who is Holden Beach’s
first town manager, started working
for the town in January 1989. He
turned in his letter of resignation
May 7, saying the responsibilities of
the job required more working time
than he would like to spend and the
Job was “more absorbing™ than he
anticipated.

Shallotte Reappoints
Carter As Fire Chief

Tim Carter was reappointed Shal-
lote Fire Chiel last week as the
town Board of Aldermen accepted a
list officers recommended by the
volunteer fire deparunent members.

Carter, who has served the town
as fire chief since 1987, was unani-
mously reappointed for another year
during last Wednesday's town meet-
ing.

Other volunweer fire department
officers appointed last week were
David Moore, assistant chief; Tony
Hewett, capuain; Ricky Danford,
first licutenant; Danny Roden, sec-
ond licutenant; and Sandra Roberts,
secrelry/ueasurer.,

In other business last week, al-
dermen adopted a zoning map that
had been on hold since last fall
when the board adopted a new set
of zoning ordinances.

Several changes have been made
i the map since it was first pro-
posed, in response 10 property own-
ers who complained about changes
in the zoning of their individual
lots.

Aldermen approved one such re-
vision last week, changing the zon-
ing of Main Street property between
the Shalloue River Bridge and
Tripp’s Jewel Shop from Highway
Business to Central Business.

The change was requested by
C&S Development Inc., and it will
allow the corporation o sell indi-
viduai jots in the oid Lewis Shop-
ping Center. The owners of those
lots will be able o build shops with-
out having w0 meet side yard set-
hacks that are required in the High-
way Business district,

Enjoy our special salt water taffy

for those cooks on your list don't
forget our spicy crab boil,
mustards, jellies and more!

& seashell candy yourself or give
them as gifts from the coast. And

Q Take home...

I Sonrise Sq. Sunset Beach, 579-5990

Shallotte Hikes Development Costs

(Continued From Page 1-A)

Mimimum fees have jumped from
S50 3600 for residences and
from 5600 e S1.125 for businesses
Fees are double outside the own
hmits

Acreage fees have been set at
S500 per acre for water and SS500
per acre for sewer for land zoned
residential and conservauon
Owners of commercial land  will
have o pay S1,000 per acre for wa
ter and ST,O00 per acre for sewer
Fees for property zoned for industri
al wse are 81250 per acee for waler
and $1.250 per acre for sewer,

The water and sewer acreage fees
outside town will be 1,000 per acre
for property zoned or otherwise re-
stricted for residential or conserva-
uon use. Fees for all other land out
of own will be $2,000 per acre for
water and $2,000 per acre for sewer.

The town originally proposed
combining the water and scwer
acreage fees, which would make the
fee $1,000 per acre for residential
property. Following the public hear-
Ing, however, oificiais sphit ihe two
fees 10 make it less costly for prop-
erty owners who only want water or
SCWCT.

Ordinances seting the fees were
adopted  without discussion  last
week foliowing an hour-iong execu-
tive session called at the start of the
meeung o discuss attorney-client
matters.

Once they retumed 0 open ses-
sion, aldermen  went  quickly
through the seven-item  meeting
agenda. The town hall air condition-
er was inoperative for the meeting,
and electric fans were used o try to
keep the meeting room cool.

Al the public hearing on the fecs,
Shallotte arca developers, including
Larry Shreve, who is developing
Bricrwood Estates, said the pro-
posed fees were so high that they
wouid discourage building and re-
strict future growth of Shallotie.

Mayor Jerry Jones said following
last week’s meeting he doesn’t ex-
pect growth to stop. T don’'t think it
will have any drastic impact on de-
velopment, but that's yet to be seen.
I coranly hope we'll keep grow-
ing.”

The wwn has w raise moncy
somchow, he said, so it can expand
the sewer system when current ca-

pacity s reached and expansion is
needed. "I we don't do something,
when that sewer’s used up we'll
have w stop growing.”

Besides approving the new fees
last week, aldermen adopted a new
policy on handling voluntary annex-
duon, or annexation requested by
the landowner, aimed at ensuring
orderly growth,

The policy says the town only
will consider anncxation of im-
proved or planned developments,
The wown board will not consider
annexation  of - vacant  property
whore there are no specilic plang for
development.

Developers o property  owners
arc required o extend water and
sewer lines 1o the land o be an-
nexed and then tumn those lines over
o the town. The landowner also is
required 10 construct streets  that
comply with town specifications
and pay for surveys needed for an-
nexation,

Before the land 1s annexed, the
owner will have o pay out-of-lown
acrcage fees. Capital reserve fees,
permit fees and tap-on fees wouid
be paid following annexation.,

Adoption of the fees and the an-
nexation  policy  have melied a
“freeze” on annexation that the
board of aldermen imposed last fall,
Officials established the freeze 0
give them time 1o get the new poli-
cy and fees in place.

Shallowe has received four re-
quests  for annexation since the
freeze was adopted last October.
Ihe planning board has been asked
for recommendations on the re-
quests. Aldermen will hold public
hearings on the requests
Wednesday, Aug. 15, at 7:30 p.m. in
the town hall,

Jerry McLamb asked for annexa-
ton of four tracts located on both
sides of the U.S. 17 Shallotte by-
pass  at s intersection  with
Mulberry Street. The four tracts
make up aboui 31 acres,

John  Parker and LaDane
Bullington requested annexation of
about seven acres they own at the
intersection of Smith Avenue and
the bypass.

Certified Construction Inc. and
Philip W. Brown cach requested an-
nexation of single lots on Country
Club Drive in Bricrwood Estales.

Area Can Expect Typical Weather

“Fairly normal” weather for late
July is in the forecast for the
Shallotie area, meteorologist Jack-
son Canady said Tuesday.

Both emperature and  rainfall
levels should be near-normal, with
wnperatures ranging irom tie iow-
er 70s at night 1o around 90 during
the day, and rainfall accumulation
of between three-quarters of an inch
to an inch.

For the period of July 17-23
Canady recorded a maximum high

of 95 degrees, which occurred on
the 23rd.

The minimum low of 68 degrees
occurred on the 18th.

An average daily high of 91 de-
grees and a nightly average low of
72 deprees combined for an average
daily temperature of 81 degrees,
which Canady said is about onc de-
gree above average.

He recorded .69 inch of rainfall at
his Shallotie Point home, but said
accumulations varied clsewhere in
the county.

Trooper W. H. Thompson.
Douglas L. Roach, 30,

Rainbow Video, Thompson said.

Longwood Man Ciritically
Injured In Tuesday Wreck

A Longwood man was critically injured Tuesday afternoon when
the tractor of a tractor-trailer slid into his automobile about one-half
mile north of the Shallotte city limiis on U.S. 17.

J. D. Hewett, 65, was in critical condition in New Hanover
Memorial Hospital Tuesday night, according 10 state Highway Patrol

of Wilminglon, was driving a 1986
Freightliner, owned by D and L Trucking of Wilmington, north on U.S.
17 during a rain when a vehicle in front of him slowed to wm into

Roach lost control of his truck and slid sideways into the south-
bound lane of US. 17 and struck the 1986 Pontiac driven by Hewett,
Thompson said. Roach was uninjured, according to the trooper.

Thompson estimated damage at $3,500 to Hewelt's car and $500 1o
the truck. Charges are pending, he said, but he added that the wet high-
way “was what caused him (Roach) to slide.”

Man Charged With
ABC Store Break-In

A Shalloute man arrested Tuesday

sainer s hald in Dva-ﬂo‘uu-;--k Mean
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ty Jail under $10,000 bond after be-
ing charged with breaking into the
Shallotte ABC store.

Authorities charged 23-ycar-old
Brain Lloyd Wheeler of Shalloue
with breaking and cniering Tucsday
at 10:30 a.m., about a half hour af-
ter receiving a report of the break-
in, said Shallotte Police Chicf Rod-
ney Gause.

Gause said somcone tried 1o
break into the ABC store sometime
Monday night or Tuesday morning,

Hwy. 179, Ocea

Mosl Insurances Ac
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Chiropractic Center
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County ABC Store
Grand Opening Set

The first store for the Bruns-
wick County ABC Board will
have its grand opening Friday at
4 p.m.

The store, which actually
opened June 30, is located on
Holden Beach Road about 1 1/2
miles from the Holden Beach
Causcway.

Remarks at the grand opening
will be made by ABC Board
Chairman Joyce Vereen, board
members  John  Ramsey and
Clyde Babson, county commis-
sion Chairman Gene Pinkerton
and Guy Pous of the stalc ABC
Commission. Miss Brunswick
County, Wendy Williams, will
cut the ribbon.

Nothing was stolen from the store.

The person first kicked the store’s
front glass door, which cracked but
didn’t shauter, and then apparently
punched through a small glass win-
dow on the Wall Street side of the
building, according to Gause.

Blood was found near the broken
window, Gause said. “We traced the
blood almost back 1o the residence
(of the suspect),” he said.

Wheeler lives close to the ABC
store, Gause said, and had moved to
town a few wecks ago. He said
Wheeler was scen waiking outside
the store whiie police investigated
the break-in.
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