
Choose Utility Grosses With Care : Not All Are Suitable
Not all grasses are suitable for

lawns. Grass species differ greatlyin growth habit, the ability to toler¬
ate adverse conditions, response to
soil fertility, and ability to resist
plant diseases or insects. Many of
the grass species we use in our
home lawns require intensive culti¬
vation and fertility to survive.

Folks often ask me what grasswould do best with minimal input.
Assuming that the grass will be
used in a very low traffic and looks-
are-not-important area, I will often
recommend bahia grass (Paspalum
notaium).

Bahia grass is a true utility grass.A native of the great pampas of
South America, bahia grass is seed¬
ed extensively by the North Caro¬
lina Department of Transportationin roadside plantings in southern
coastal and piedmont areas. Some
of the good trails of bahia grass in-
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elude tolerance to nematodes, abili¬
ty to grow in poor soils, a low fertil¬
ization requirement, and resistance
to almost all insects and diseases.

Sound like a perfect turf grass?The major drawback to bahia grassis that it is very difficult to cut and
the black-forked seed head emerges
continuously during hot weather. I
have never meet a homeowner that
like an established bahia grass turf
in their yard.

A sterile variety (no seed pro¬
duced) of bahia grass called "Wilm¬
ington" was available in past years,
but I know of no sod farms in North
Carolina presendy growing this cul-
tivar.

However, help is on the way.
Several turf grass plant breeders are
working on new varieties of bahia
grass that will have greater aesthetic
appeal and fewer seed heads.

Another utility grass is carpet
grass (Axonopus affinis). Carpet
grass is native to central America
and is extremely well adapted to
wet, acidic, infertile soils. It is also
prone to be killed during an unusu¬
ally cold winter.

If you have a poorly drained soil
that needs cover, carpet grass may
be the answer. Carpet grass will not
tolerate drought, salt spray, or foot
traffic. In some southern states, car¬
pet grass is used in the roadside

Friends To Honor Clemmons
Longtime Brunswick County ed¬

ucator James "Jimbo" Clemmons
died before the spccial day to honor
him arrived.

But those who planned the event
say Sunday's memorial program
and tribute at Leland Middle School
will go on as scheduled because
Clemmons would have wanted it
that way.
"When Jimbo was informed of the

dream, and the
plans to make it
a reality, he was
elated," said the
Rev. Thurman
Everett.

Everett and
Calvin Moore
of Leland ini¬
tially planned
"A Day In
School Honor- CLEMMONS

ing J.F. Clemmons" to help benefit
Helping Hands in Brunswick
County, a non-profit organization
that volunteers its lime and money
to repair substandard homes for res¬
idents in need.

Instead, proceeds from Sunday's
event will now provide scholarships
for underprivileged children in
Brunswick County.
"Jimbo realized that all of our

lives are interwoven with each other
and that our future is in the minds
of our children," said Everett. "He
therefore placed his investments in
the future.girls and boys."
Clemmons was principal of Lin¬

coln Primary School in Leland for
more than 30 years and served two
terms on the Brunswick County
Board of Education. He died this
past spring.

Everett, founder of Helping
Hands, will deliver a morning wor¬

ship message at 1 1 a.m. with spccial
singing by the Community Mass
Choir. Lunch will be served at
12:30 p.m. A special tribute to
Clemmons is planned for 2:30 p.m.

Tickets are S10 for adults, S3 for
children ages 6-12 and free for chil¬
dren under 6.

At least 17 speakers are sched¬
uled, with each allotted no more
than two minutes to talk about the
man that influenced them in some
way.

Scheduled to speak are Moore;
Brunswick County Schools Super¬intendent P.R. Hankins; JosephButler, principal of Lincoln Pri¬
mary; Ralph King, former school
superintendent; the Rev. Edison
Moore; Doug Baxley, school board
member; Tom Simmons, assistant
principal at Union Primary; Sandra
Robinson, assistant principal at
West Brunswick High;

Also, Bobby Brown, Navassa
mayor, Russell Baldwin, Leland
mayor, Ralph Parker Sr., director of
minority affairs at UNC-Wilming-

ton; Shirley Babson, former school
board member; Angela Moore, for¬
mer student; Franklin Randolph,former school board member; Doro¬
thy Wilson, family member; Thur-
man Everett, of Helping Hands; and
Christine Hall, assistant principal of
Leland Middle.

Music will be provided by The
Gospel Ensemble of Brunswick
County, The Spice of Life and
Monica Richardson, a North Bruns¬
wick High graduate and now a stu¬
dent at Appalachian State Univer¬
sity.
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Shelter Receives Clock
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The National Association of Retired Federal Employees presented
a clock to Cathy Swaim (left), director of Hope Harbor Home, at

the May 7 meeting. The clock was built and donated to NARFE byT.D. Pucket (right), who owns a clock shop in l-ong Beach.

'We're Changing The Way America Buys Carpet'
New in Brunswick County! For all your flooring needs, the
Floor Coverings International van brings the carpet store
to your door. All the latest styles and colors at factory-direct prices. We'll measure and quote exact costs. Call
today, we're available nights and weekends. Service is
what we're all about!

Nancy and Bert Keppel
800-244-8807 or 278-7222

L.E.'s BfiCKM

L.E. welcomes his old friends and customers back with great prices
on all new shipments of furniture and accessories for every home.

Rattan . Wicker . Dinettes . Daybeds . Recliners
Sleeper Sofas . Bedroom Suites . Individual 4 & 5 Drawer Chests

Bedding 1/2 Price & Less (ready for delivery)

StuzClotte 0?uruUtccie
"Quality Furniture At Discount Prices"

L.E. Banner-Owner . Free Local Delivery . Special Orders Welcome
Hwy. 17 Business, Shallotte, 754-6642

seed mixes because of rapid seed
germination and tolerance of wet
soil sites.

Unfortunately, one of the most
commonly planted utdity grasses is
common bermuda grass (Cynodon
dactylon). Common bermuda grass
will tolcraic just about all condi¬

tions except infertile soils, shade,
and wet soils. Gardeners know ber¬
muda grass by other common
names like devil grass, quick grass,wire grass, and grass.Common bermuda grass requires
substantial management to produce
an excellent high quality turf but if

neglected will thin out and give wayto centipede grass and bahia grass.Select you utility grasses with care
because if you do not, they will be
your weed problems tomorrow.

(Send your gardening questions
to The Plant Doctor, P.O. Box 109,Bolivia, N.C. 2H422.)

Shop our weekly specials...

Grab that
camera...

And shoot the
photos of your life

Then, bring your film to Rite Aid
for fast, top quality processing
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Fourth ofJuly
vacation special

s2.00 Off Photo Poster
Get S2.00 ofT the price of a 20" x 30"

photo poster from your 35mm color negative.
Offer valid through July 7, 1991
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SCOTT STYROFOAM
12 OZ. CUPS
BONUS PACK 28'S V#

WHITE PAPER
PLATES b%
80S -BY LEISUREWAY

SLIM-FAST
15 OZ

MENNEN
SPEED STICK
ANTIPERSPIRANT
DEODORANT -225 OZ

VISINE
EYE DROPS
1.2 OZ BOTTLE

DR. SCHOLL'S U OQ
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THERAGRAN OR
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VITAMINS now ^99
100 PLUS 30 FREE ONLY '
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Your Cost Alter Rebate 5.99

TheRite,
Buy. Low, low prices on hundreds of your

favorite national brands.

FRENCH'S
MUSTARD

20 OZ BONUS SIZE

SHOUT
STAIN

REMOVER
32 OZ -SOc OFF LABEL

NOW
ONLY... ]89

DOVE
DISHWASHING

LIQUID
48 OZ

PRE PRICED S2 59
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CARPET A ROOM
DEODORIZER

16 OZ
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Our Pharmacists Go
"Over-the-Counter"

It's easy to choose from our wide selection of non-prescription
medications when you ask your Rite Aid pharmacist.

You are the most important patient
we will see today!

Added values every day at Rite Aid!

Moore's Potato Chips65 oz. bag

99
COKE

6 pack - 12 oz. can«

95
Not all packages available in all flavors

Miller Beer
12 pack 12 oz. cans

;296
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RITE AID DISCOUNT PHARMACY
SHALLOTTE, NC

HILLS SHOPPING CENTER
HIGHWAY 17 &r NC HIGHWAY 179
PHARMACY PHONE: 754-9106


