
MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Soles Helped Ethics Bill Pass

To lite editor:
Thanks to the efforts of N.C.

Senator K.C. Soles (D-Columbus),
the 1991 session of the N.C.
General Assembly enacted a much
needed cthics/lobbying bill which
creates both better government and
more openness in the governmental
process.
As chairman of the Senate

Judiciary I Committee, Sen. Soles
ensured a fair and thorough hearing
on this ethics bill in the face of in
tensive private lobbyists' pressures
to weaken and kill the bill. Sen.
Soles also successfully directed the
crucial passage of the bill on the
Senate floor which then cleared the
way for its passage into law.
As sponsor of the ethics/lobbyingbill, 1 appreciate Sen. Soles' firm

commitment to greater openness in
government and his substantial po¬litical influence and effectiveness.
The bill, which requires lobbyists

and iheir employers to disclose their
lobbying expenses, to identify spe¬cific legislators they entertained,
and prohibits lobbyists from con-
l.ibutmg to campaign fund raisers
for individual legislators during odd
numbered years, has been heralded
by most of the major North
Carolina daily newspapers and pub¬lic interest organizations as one of
the most significant bills of the leg¬islative session.

This bill provides a modest foun¬
dation for more public information
about the influences on public law
and public policy, and in future
years, it will be strengthened. None
of this would be possible had it not
been for the steadfast commitment
of Sen. Soles. His efforts have made
government better and more respon¬sive to the people, and all of us arc
very fortunate to have a man like
R.C. Soles in public service.

Rep. Walter B. Jones, Jr.
9th District, Farmvillc

Support Science Foundation
To the editor:
Much has been written about the

failure of our school system and its
graduates who arc illiterate.

It is apparent why we are not
graduating competent future mathe¬
maticians and scientists. How many
scholars arc there among our stu¬
dents? What is being done to rectify
this appalling situation?

Each month the Washington Post
newspaper prints informative arti¬
cles submitted by the National
Education Association. Is the stale
NEA taking steps to improve the
education of our students?
We do have some dedicated

teachers. We never hear from them.
Is it bccausc they fear political
repercussions?
Wc have tried to make the school

board non-partisan but wc failed. It
isn't often that a member of the
Brunswick Board of Education of¬
fers innovative ideas that would en¬
hance the education of the children
in our schools. The shortsightedness
of this board must be apparent to
everyone who is concerned.

For this board, it is still business
as usual: you scratch my back and
I'll scratch yours. This board reeks
of politics! Some board members
have tunnel vision. They fail to see
the whole picture that would serve
the children. They sec only what
they have on their personal agenda.
Where is the progress? Certainly

not in the CAT, PSAT or SAT
scores. Is this a concentrated effort
to move as many children as possi¬
ble on to a technical school? Thank
God wc do have some students who
arc capable of self-motivation.

School sports pull people and stu¬
dents together but now is the time
lor rah-rah academics. We should
not be proud of the fact that wc
have risen from the bottom of the
barrel to second from the bottom.
Everyone should support the efforts
to establish the Science Foundation.

Eileen Kellagher
Long Beach

Do More Than
Complain
About Things
To the editor:

It's time for those interested to
file for public officc, and we're cer¬
tainly off to a slow start. Unfortun¬
ately, it's not likely to pick up, ei¬
ther.

That's a shame, considering how
many complaints I've heard about
the job being done by those in of¬
fice now. Funny thing, it's rarely
about a particular individual. It's
usually about the "board" (it matters
little which one) or "those politi¬
cians," or the big "they."

Well, I've had it. If everyone is
so upset with the things "they" are
doing to us, why aren't more filing?
Too busy? What about those who
work full time, raise a family and
still try to help our community?
They aren't too busy.
Wake up people. We put them

there. So if we don't like the way
"they" arc running the show then
we should do something about it.

Fhosc of "us" who didn't even
vole should shut up. You gave up
your right to an opinion; at least un¬
til next time.

Don't make excuses and com¬
plain. Either do it yourself and file
for office or hold your peace and
vote every last one of them out of
office.

As for me, I'm thinking about do¬
ing something about it and in the
meantime, at least I voted.

Donna Hughes
Shallottc

Don't Leave
Dangerous
Items Behind
To the editor:

This letter is directed to the per
son(s) who carelessly left the re¬
mains of a fish, complete with a
three-pronged hook and lure, in the
vicinity of the bcach at Ocean Isle.
My cat Max discovered your lit¬

tle gift and when I found him he
had your fish hook firmly imbedded
in the roof of his mouth and the lure
hanging out. Needless to say, the
poor animal suffered greatly and
there was some expense involved in
having it professionally removed.
My veterinarian tells me this is a

common occurrence with dogs and
cats alike during the summer
months. All pet owners and children
with bare feet will deeply appreciate
your cooperation in not leaving
these dangerous items behind after
you have gone fishing.

Pal Loftus
Ocean Isle Bcach

Babson Deserved
Support Instead
Of Being Fired
To the editor:

After attending a board of health
meeting last night (July 22) where I
was not allowed to speak, I have de¬
cided to write this letter.
Zelma Babson has been fired.

Anyone who remembers the pound
in past days before she was hired
knows what a disaster ihis will
bring.

Ms. Babson set standards for the
pound at or above the standards of
many professional breeders. These
standards must be maintained for
the animals' sake.

Yes, there arc some unhappy em¬
ployees. When a supervisor seis
standards high and expects rules to
be followed explicitly there arc
those who wish to take shortcuts.

Instead of firing the person sel¬
ling the standards, they should stand
behind her. If the employees do not
wish 10 maintain these standards,
they should quit instead of trying to
lower these standards.

I am sure in her fight for the ani¬
mals Ms. Babson has sicpjvd on a
few tocs-probably a lot of toes. In
Brunswick County ihis is a no-no.
Instead of blasting Ms. Babson ihcy
should have been glad she was
there.

Sarah Williamson
Route 1, Ash

Bill Young says,
"You'll love this
'89 ISUZU
TROOPER"
Brown, 5-speed, 4-wheel
drive, A/C, excellent condi¬
tion, one owner, local car,
37,000 miles.

SPECIAL -$12,995
JONES FORD

754-4341 . 1-800-832-5328
Hwy. 1 7 N., Shallotte . M-F 8:30-7:30, Sat. 9-4

mKmgr -4.

PHOTO BV BILL FAVM
lAUGHlNG GULLS are among the
three summer gulls along our coast.

Watch Summer Gulls
BY BILL FAVRR

During the winter months those ot us who
choose to Iccd the gulls on the beach can easily

legs anil web Icct. I heir tails are square or
rounded and this makes a good way to tell them
from the terns, who usually have forked tails.
Gulls seldom dive into the water, preferring to
alight on the water when feeding.

The largest summer gull on our coast is the
big Herring Gull. 'I he adults arc white w ith grayback and upper wings with black wing tips.They stand 22 26 inches and have a wingsprcadof about 56 inches. The feet arc pinkish and the
yellow bill has a red spot on the lower part.

Immature birds are brownish and lake three
seasons to reach maturity Herring Gulls eat
fish, crusuicca, marine worms, bird's eggs,shellfish, and insects.

The Ring-billed Gull has a 4X-inch wing-

draw a crowd with a loal of
old bread. Summer is differ¬
ent, mainly bccausc natural
food is more plentiful lor
the gulls and bccausc more
people on the beach usually
mean lewer birds. Hut we
can still enjoy the gulls and
terns in their summer attire
as they fly along the strand.

I-AVER Gulls arc long-winged,
swimming birds with stout

span and is about IK 20 inches lall when stand¬
ing. Tliey arc more plentiful in winter but some
may be seen in summer, though they probablydo not in. \i here Adult birds are white with grayback and upper wings with black wing lips.'I hey have yellow leet and yellow bills with a
dark ring at the tip Younger birds are mottledwith gra> have pinkish leet arid a dark-lipjiedllcsh-colored bill. These birds Iced on waste
grain and insects as they follow tractors infields. They aiso Iced along the shore for olfer-
ings from the sea.

The only black-headed gull in our area is theLaughing Gull Ihis permanent resident has a
white bods and tail, a dark gray back anil upper
wings with a white border on the edge of the
wings, and daik feet anil bill. The black head
changes to white with a dark smudge in winter
plumage The bird is smaller than the other two,about IS 17 inches tall with a 36-inch
wingspan The Laughing Gull gels its namefrom the high pitched laughter of the call. This
gull catches lish and shrimp in the shallows and
eats uabs on mud Hals.

Look for these three summer gulls when
you are along the shore and enjoy their part in
the natural environment. Besides havjng the
role of clean up squad as scavengers along our
beaches, they give us beauty and movement and
gracclulncss as they soar above the ever-mov¬
ing water.

50% Off On Select Styles 1st Quality Aristokraft
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HeroesST HAVE ALWAYS BEENCowboys
E K GAYLORD II MARTIN POLL PRESET

SCOn GLENN KATE LAPSHAW BEN JOHNSON
IN A SIUART ROSENBERG FILM
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5?H0T./C SUMMER
FARES ON US AIR
Buy one ticket, get companion ticket at 1/2 priceanywhere in USA or Puerto Rico
Save S25-S50 on round-trip ticket from Wilmington toNew York or Newark.
Weekend ONLY Special* from Raleigh to Washington,DC or Baltimore S98; To New York or Newark, $158;To Boston or Providence. Rl $178

"suoject to availability. r>o advance purchase

BRUNSWICK
TRAVEL INC.

East Gate Square, Shallotte . 754-7484 . 1 -800-852-273t

(Fl|? parantt'a ufabl?
The Strand'sAward-Winning Restaurant

¦k 1 99 1 recipient of the 5 Diamond Award as one of '.he ton 5(J o\ eiall restaurants in theUnited Slates awarded by the Academy Aw ards of the Restaurant Industry* 199(1 and 1991 Silver Spoon recipient awarded by the Gourmet Diners Club ofAmerica
¦k Listed number one historic restaur ant in SC
?Recommended by Golf Magazine.
?AAA and Mobile Travel Guide recommended. i

EARLY BIRD 50% DISCOUNT SPECIAL
Every night from 5 no til 6:15 PM 509 Discount off the 2nd entree w ith

[purchase of 1st entree of equal of higher value All items on our menu included. II |Not valid with other discounts 01 promotions || 5

Complimentary Polaroid Picture For Your Birthday or AnniversaryA Gift Certificate From The Parson 's Table Makes The Perfect Gift
ijfe*.^ Open For Dinner & Favorite Drinks

Casual But Nice Attire . Reservations Suggested * =

Closed Sundays . No Smoking Area L,J( ¦. J /ff Hwv. 17 in Little River, S.C. I
(803)249-3702 in SC .Km® (919) 579-8298 in NC
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Riptide Video
Video Player Rentals . Video Accessories

579-5299
Seaside Plaza,

Jet. Hwys. 179&jJ04, Seaside


