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INVESTIGATORS RECOVERED remains believed to be those of the missing woman behind the Keeler home

Ash communiry.
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on Millican Road near the

Keeler Accused Of Wife’s Murder

BY TERRY POPE

Investugators  who uncarthed o
human finger behind a home new
Ash last week believe it belonged o
Rhonda Diane Keeler, who has been
missing simee Aug, 17

Warrants for arrest charging her
husband, Timothy Keeler,
with first-degree murder and hehi
were drawn last Thursday

Timothy Keeler, 31, hasn't been
seen since Sept. 150 His where
abouls are un
known

Keeler “pre
meditted and
dehiberated™ the
murder of  his
wile and then
allegedly  nied
tor hide her l‘\ki_\

James

m o low-lving

sswamp behind

BEELER their home near

the  Ash  community,  Iistrict

Attorney Rex Gore asserted Friday.
With the discovery of new evi
dence. SBI agents were immediate-
Iy called in around 10 am
Thursday 10 assist in the case, sand
Brunswick County Shentf John C.
Duvis. SBI agents spent two davs
behind the home recovering bones,

“We have found enough physical
evidence o0 make us believe she is
buricd somewhere in the arca.” said
Davis, at a news conference with
Gore last Thursday.,

“Small parts were found on top
of the ground,” said Davis, who
would not describe them any fur-
ther.

Davis and Gore held the briefing
o announce the charges against
Keeler and to call on media and
public assistance to help find the
suspect, who was reportedly  last

seen  huchhiking  toward  South
Carolina.
The hrst clue of Ms. Keeler's

death, a human finger with the fin-
gemail auached, was discovered by
Brunswick  County  Emergency
Management  Coordinator — Cecil
Logan in a small grave about 300
feet behind the couple’s home on
Milligan Road (S.R. 1351).

Sheriff’s  detecuves and N.C
Forest Service officials began a grid
search of the property around Y a.m.
Thursday, spreading out about arm's
length and searching tor clues along
the ground.

Ms. Keeler was last seen Aug. 17
by her mother, Genevieve Rathburn,
who reported her missing 10 the
shenift’s department on Sept. 4.

search of the arca by land and by
helicopter, but had turned up noth-
g, siud Lt Donnell Marlowe.

A nearby creek bottom was also
drageed prior 1o last week’s more
thoroueh search, he said,

“I's ol a overy eastly cessible
arca,” saud Gore

Gore sand 1t was “pretty obvious™

someons had tned o restore the
carth 1o s onginal st ae the
Lravesile

The bones live beenadentuhied as
human body parts, but wdentilying
theme as those of Ms, Keeler will
take some trme at the SBIenime lab,
sitid Crore. How CVer, O ‘\]\‘II\ (N
would indicate  the remains  are
those ot the woman, he
il\*\];\l.

missing

believe heeler has
trunswick County, A source
toid olleers lhl.'_\ siw the "-l\[\‘\'l
trving o thumb a rde on US. 17
south of Shallouwe aboat the tme he
wis last seen on Sunday, Sept. 15,
when his landlord came 10 the home
and collected the month's rent

The next dav, ofhcers contacted
Reeler and asked 1l he would agree
10 Lake a polveraph test relaung o
his WIS S sand
Davis

“He had been cooperative. We
went o pick ham up and he was
gone,” Davis sad. “He has not been
seen simee.”

Keeler had old deputies that he
and his wite were hitchhiking 1o
Asheville Last month 1o see their
two children, who had been placed
i loster care prior 1o her disappear-
ance. When they stopped a o bik-
ers” bar in Charlote, his wite Ieft
him, Keeler sand, so he returned 10
Brunswick County.

Ms. Keeler had an alcohol prob-
lem and had entered reatment cen-
ters betore

Al the jeess conference, Gore
would not discuss possible motives
tor the murder. “I think they had a
history of a very volatile relation-
ship,” he added.

Detective Nancy Simpson said
she became wornied that something
hud happencd 10 Ms. Keeler when
she had tailed 1o call her son on his
hirthday., Also, otticers could not
find a bikers™ bar in Charlone
matching Keeler's descripuion. she
sand.

Neighbors told detectives that on
Aug. 17, they heard about nine gun.
shots and screams conung from the
residence, both betore and atter
dark. The next morning, Keeler re-

LiIves
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Othcers had conducted 3 routine portedly  went 1o the home ol
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Dorsey Parker, 2 neighbor, 1o bor-
row i shovel, sayving he had 1o bury
his cat,

This evidence was presented 10
Magistrate - Cheryl Hughes  last
Thursday as evidence in obtuning a
search warrant for the Keeler resi-
denge.

While being interviewed, Keeler
ook LL Marlowe 10 a spot where he
sand he had buried the cat. The de-
lective seized a small board
from a back porch that appeared 10
have blood swins, which Keeler
sand came from a cat that had a mis-
CUrriage.

"It was cat blood,” said Davis,
who recewved the cnime report on
the blood test last week.

also

Officers scized some  clothing,
sola and parts of a mattress from the
home, according 1o the scarch war-
rant.

Invesugators are also trying o
bind a hiving room carpet that hid
been nipped trom the tloor ol the
home, sind Divis,

Keeler is onginally trom Saimt
Paul, Minn_, and has served in the
ULS. Mannes while 1 Floruda,
where he sull has some relatives,
sid Dawvas,

He s white, 5 teet 7 inches will,
welghs  about 150 pounds, with
hazel eyes. brown hwr and a Lor
complexion. He has two titoos, o
tiger on his right arm and the word
“Tummy™ on s let anm,

Oyster Festival Slated
For October 18-19

(Continued From Page 1-A)

Contest™ of 1991 swrs at 2 pm,
with no entry fee. Sign-up is possi-
ble unul shortly betore storytellers
begin spinning their 10-minute tall
tales on center stage. With Cecchia
Gore as this year's emeee, the con-
lest s again sponsored by the
Brunswick County Veterans Service
Othee and TS Elecinic.

ALD pame novice and prolessional
oyster shuckers alike pick up their
knives  for  the  oflicial - North
Carolina Oyster Shucking Contest,
sponsored by Burger King ol
Shallotte. The winner will advance
to national competition at the 1992
St. Mary’s County Oyster Festival
in Leonardiown, Md.

Instead of making a bid 10 keep
her state titde another year, reigning
state champron and former national
grand champion Cathy Carhisle of
Brunswick County will be compet-
ing Oct. 19 at the national event. A
mobile telephone hook-up Satrday
evenming will apprise local festival-
goers ol her progress in the wom-
en’s  preliminary  competition  in

Maryland.

SGT. WENDELL BENNETT of the Brunswick County Sheriff’s Departme

That leaves the field wide open
tor past compettors and newcomers
to clam cash prizes and o title.

Contesunts shuck 24 raw ovsiers
agamst the clock, with antracnuve
ness ol the compleed way a magor
tactor i judgimg. There 1s no lee 1o
cnter  the  competnnion:  however
shuckers provide their own gloves
and knives, Informanon s avilable
from the chamber: shuckers can
stgn up at the south end of the stage
until 4:30 pom. Satarday

When Contest Charrman Dean
Walters names a new state shucking
champion, said Dameron, “the fesu-
val s over.”

Lincoln Primary
PTA Slates Fest

Lincoln  Primary - School  PTA
holds its annual fall fesuval from 5
p.n 1o 9 pom, Thursday, Oct. 17 1
the school gvmnasium at Leland.

Food. games and fun will be of-
tered, said Cindy Collins, spokes-
man. Tickets are 20 cents, with pro
ceeds 10 be used for purchase ol
supplemental matersals and equip-
ment,

roadblock on N.C. 179 west of Calabash following the bank robbery

» 755 Holden Beach Officials

Defend Room Tax Record

BY DOUG RUTTER

Holden Beach ofhicials detended

the town's past usage ol occupancy
Ly revenues at a workshop Tuesday
and anvited o disgruntled group ol
residents o partcipate in next
vear’s budpeting process,
CA handiul of real estate develop
ersand  oresidents  gquestioned
whether the town has been spending
s accommodanons tax legally and
sand methods o accounuimg  lor
those expenditures should be i
proved

Town Manager Gary Parker, who
conducted the workshop with ey
tor Menton Padgett, said the town
has spent the money legally i the
past, even though it might not have
been spent the way some people
wanted it spent.

To support s legal  opimon,
Parker handed out a leter from
Robert E. Hagemann, assistant gen-
eral counsel with the N.C. League
ol Municipalities.

Hagemann siand the town's 1991-
92 budget allocations in the occu-
pancy x fund are appropriate and
comply with the 1988 sue legisla-
tion that gave Holden Beach the au-
thority 1o collect the room Lax.,

The wwn allocated S60,000 for
police salaries, S50000 for trash
pickup, S40,000 for administration
salaries, S20,000 lor debt service on
pubhic buildimgs, S10,(X4) for the
hire department contract, S8,000) for
beach patrol salanes and S7.000 for
as, ol and vres

The  law OCCuUpancy  1ax
funds cannot be used for services
normally provided by the town un-
less they promote tourism and en-
hance the ability of the town o pro-
vide for tourists.

Parker, who admited the legisla-
non s open o nterpretation,  said
he behieves any services provided
by the town can be supported with
occupancy ax money because all
services help auract wurists.,

Says

However, several people e the
audhience sad the wown shouldn 'y
se []h‘ money o pay lowr SCTVICUS
the town was providing before
started collecune occupaney tax g
1ORY,

Jum Grthin, a real estate develop
or, sand the wwn s only using the
TOOM LN oney 1o augment proper
tv taxes and other general fund res
CNUCS.

“I don’t think that’s the spint o
the Liw.” He sad the money should
be used o attract ourists and 1o pay
for services and lachtues that are
not normally provided to residents,

Alan Holden,  whose  busimess
rents cottages and collects occupan
¢v tax tor the wown, sad he wants 1o
|‘n.; able to show remters w here ther
mones is bemg spent,

Holden said the room tax has
been used as a “slush tund™ or “grah
barrel”™ m the past 1o pay for what
ever services  the  genceral  fund
couldn’t cover

Other people o the audience
were concerned about how the town
has been accounung for the occu-
pancy tax fund,

Harold Sweorts, a resadents and
retured audior, suggested the wown
ask the stue Anomey General for o
legal interpretanon ol the occupan-
¢y tx legislanon,

Allan Dameron agreed. He sand
the town only reccived one legal
opmion  from  the  League ol
Mumicipalities,

Parker said the 1own could get le-
gal opimons “trom here w cterniy”
but wouldn’t hind an awomey who
would say the town spent the mon-
cy illegally.

" The town manager  encouraged
people unhappy with the way the
money has been spent o participate
mn the budget process next spring.

"What we're getting into here s
an alter-the-fact  argument...,” he
said. "Don’t beat us about the head
tor this year and the prior vears,™

pan.n the school gym.,

JANSWOT quesbions,

West Brunswick Sets Open House

Ihe sttt of West Brunswick High School at Shallotte is encourag-
Ing parents o atend an open house Tuesday, Oct. 8, starting at 7:30

After a brief general meeting, parents will follow an abbreviated
school schedule for approximately one hour, 2 news release indicated.

Teachers will be on duty 10 meet with parents, arrange conterences and

For more information contact the school administration at 754-4338.

Deadline Nears To Enter Crafts

Entries for the arts and crafts
show at the N.C. Fesuval by the Sea
at Holden Beach will be accepred
untuil Oct. 18,

The fesuval will be held Oct. 26
and 27 at Holden Beach, with activ-
iies centered under the bridge,

Jim Lowell, arts and crafts show
chatrman, estmates 120 1o 150 ex-
hibitors,

“We'lve got about 100 entered
SO lar, so things are looking good.”
he sand last week.

Those mclude 20 booths re-
served for food or drink sales and
booked agamnst an carlier deadline.

The entry fee 1o reserve an arts
and cralts booth 1s S25, pius another
55 tor clectrical hook-up.

Exhibuors will display assorted
items that include handblown glass,
pamntings, jewelry and woodcrafts.

STAFF PHOTO BY DOUG RUTTER
nt checks a vehicle at a
Thursday.

Search Continues For Bank Robbers

(Continued From Page 1-A)

Seven  officers stayed on  the
scene until after dark and scarched
wods inthe general vicinity of the
bank, Marlow said.

Although only two men entered
the bank, Peters said “there is a pos-
sibility that others were mvolved.
but we don’t know that for sure.”

Peters said there were seCunty
devices inside the bank. 1 can’y
comment any more than that night
now. ‘

Fhe bank robbery was the first in

Calabash i nearly a year. A man
armed with a handeun robbed the
NONB branch Scpr. 25, 1990,

That was the only bank robbery
in Brunswick County last year, bul
the Nifth to occur in Calabash <ince
Junc 1989,

The Secunity Savings & Loan
branch was robbed three umes. and
United Carohinag Bank's branch n
Calabash was robbed once in 1989,

Calabash docsn’t have its own
police depantment. The wown rehes
on the Brunswick County Shernitl's

Department for law enforcement.

A 1990 ciizen survey indicated
that most Calabash residents don't
think the own needs full-time po-
lice protection,

However, 70 percent of the peo-
ple who live within a mile of the
town and responded 1o the survey

sid they would support a police
lorce,

Anyone with intormation on the
robbery can call the Wilmington
FBLofhce a1 919-762.9389.

Show hours will be Y am. 10 4
p.m. Saturday and Sunday.,

Lowell 1s the contact tor those
interested - exhibiting. He can be
reached at L., Bookworm, 842-738().

Expect Warm Days
And Cool Nights

Temperatures are expected o fall
in the normal range over the next
few days as October comes 10 the
South Brunswick Islands, with rain-
fall a little above normal.

Jackson  Canady, a  weather
watcher at Shalloue Point, said he
CXpeCts  lemperatures 10 average
from around 60 degrees at night to
around B0 degrees during the day-
time, with about three-quarters inch
of rainfall,

For the period Sept. 24 through
30th, he recorded a maximum high
of 87 degrees Sept. 25. The mini-
mum nightly low of 53 degrees oc-
curred on both the 28th and 291h.

Canady recorded an average dai-
ly high of 82 degrees and an aver-
age mghtly low of 61 degrees, about
normal tor this time of year.

ROBIN’S
SWEET SHOPPE
THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL

Lemon Meringue Pie

S
5 . 00 Reg $6.00
SPECIAL GOOD THRU OCT. 5
Tues.-Sat. 8 AM-6 PM
579-0578

HWY 179 « OCEAN ISLE

GIFT SHOP

Disney Characters
in
Ceramic Collectibles

+ HOLDZN BZACH
i 54




