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Mintz Lives 102 Years
Not ‘Bothered By Men’

BY DORI COSGROVE
GURGANUS

Perhaps the secret to a long hite s
1o remain unmarricd

Miss Mina Mintz, a new resident
ol \utumn  Care  Convalescent
Center i Shallotie who wmed 102
vears old Last Monday, gives that as
one of the only things she can think
ol that's kept her ahive and well so
lony

I cuess T was just never bothered

by men.” she savs when people ask

Born Ot 28, 1889, i Brunswick
County mn an arca she reters o as

this side of the Waccamaw River
(near what s Ash todavk” Mass
My never telt enousth of an urge
to marry and have children ot her
OWn

Instead, she helped her sister,
Cora Mtz Vance, and  brother,
Newman Mintz, rase at least two ol
thewr 13 children

Pl Bellamy of Ash,  Nliss
Mintz's neice, attended the birthday

celebration given last week by the
statt of the care facthty. She re-
called Miss Minw often refernng o
those children as being “scared up”
nstead of brought up

NMiss Mintz chums notl o nuss
never having had children ot her
Wl

I got that niece. She's mine.”
"I;.I b | i

Miss Mintz savs she “had a big
tme” as aovoung girl, wath plenty ot
1 Iricy but none suited her for

I hundreds of she

sind

Miss Mintz almost marmied a tew
tmes, but then, she says, 1 just lost
the notion o marry.”

Ihe last ume she almost ted the
knot, she was 40 years old and just
“hept puttng at off and putting 1t
unul neither of them were very
interested m the prospect.

“And I'm glad of 11,

oll,

she sand

When she was around 30 vears
old, AMiss Mintz  helped  some
tricnds of hers find a namster o
marry them.

Lucas Marie Simmons, daughiter
ol the bnde, said that Miss Minw
o Conway, SC.. with
Winson and Addie Smith in the car-
Iv 1920s 1o witness their marriage,
but the minister was a bit Late.

The groom msisicd on wailing
until the mimister arrived, and de-
¢uded 1o sleep in the car to await his
arrival,

Mina and Addie stayed at the
mimster’s house, crowding together
in the same small bed on a night
that they all had hoped would wim
out difterently

“That boy said he’d wait unul
around the car il he had
Miss Mintz recalls.

drove

MOSs _\ITL"-\
1.
Soon atter, Miss NMNintz recalls
heading west “as far as 1 could go,”
somewhere around 1922 or 1924,

She seuled in Port Townshend
near Seattle and worked tor more
than two vears in a Catholic hospi-
tal preparing meals lor patients.

Miss Mintz remembers looking
across the Puget Sound in Scaule
and seemg Victona, Canada, in the
distance and wishing she had a
somebody 0 take her over to that
untamihar land.

Women didn’t travel unescorted
at that ume, so she never got the
chance o visit the Unmited States’
northem neighbor.

She counts that as one ol the
things she regrets not having ac-
complished in her long hile: making
her way across o Canada.,

She headed back 1o North
Carolina soon after, and hved the
rest of her hfe in quiet, rural
Brunswick County rausing nicces
and nephews and helping out on the
tarm.

Several years ago, she moved in
with her nephew, Hugh Vance, who
lives in Sunset Beach.

After two scrious [alls, breaking
her hip and then her pelvis, Miss
Mina now lives at Autumn Care,
She was relocated to Shalloue after
a few months’ stay in Cape Fear
Memonal Hospital in Wilmington
and  Occan  Trail Convalescent
Center in Southport.

She c¢laims to have no advice for
vounger people, and says she has no
seeret for hiving so long, except for
her theory about staying single.

As for special medicines or treal-
ments for long life, she says she en-
jovs a “‘nice lmld\ now and then,

When asked it she's glad 10 have
hived 102 years, Miss Mintz simply
rephed, “1 reckon so.”
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Jamboree A F”’Sf At BCC

The Catawba River Boys will be featured at Brunswick Comm-
unity College’s first Country Bluegrass Jamboree Saturday, Nov. 9
Jrom 6 p.m. 10 10 p.m. in the Student Center (ALS Building) on
BCC’s main campus north of Supply. Admission is free, with re-
Jreshments available from the Brunswick Interagency Program. A
casual atmosphere is planned, said Gaye Fulford, who is vrganiz-
ing the event with the help of emcee C.0. “Hayseed” Thomas of
Leland. If local interest is sufficient the college hopes to expand
the jamboree and make it an annual event. Members of the Cata-
wha River Boys are (front, from left) Clyde (Shorty) Robinson,
Harold Killiam and Marcus Miller and (back, from left) Jack Tan-
ner, Curtis Ballard and Bud Rainey.

Blood Drive Set
At Trinity Church

November 11

A blood drive is planned by the
Cape Fear Chapter of the American
Red Cross Monday, Nov. 11, at
Trinity United Mecthodist Church in
Southport.

Hours will be from 2 pm. 10 6
p.m., said Jean Maiwald, consultant.

Ms. Maiwald said that over the
past 10 weeks blood donations have
declined sharply, creating a polen-
tally dangerous blood shortage.

As of the end of October, all
blood types cxcept AB positive
were in short supply.

If donations don't incrcase, she
said, supply projecuons indicaie
there will be an emergency blood
service shortage during the holiday
season,

Blood donors must be 17 10 76
years old, weigh at least 110 pounds
and be in good health. Donors can
salely  give blood cvery cight

weceks, up Lo six imes a ycear.

Need an Interior
Decorator?

Call Seaside Carpets
579-7592

__ Tom Clark’s collaboration pieces with Tim Wolfe are here.
l Madelyn, Hawthorne and Kevin & Cora.

__; ’ ,:E We have Judge Snepp with “Constition” and Judge
SR\ | Snepp with “Constitution.”
A New 91 Forest Gnome, Special Edition pieces D.C.,

Dory and Griff, and '92 Retirees

STAFF PHOTO BY DORI C GURGANUS

MISS MINA MINTZ (right) listens closely as Wanda Ammons of Autumn Care reads letters from the

offices of the governor and the president to the Brunswick County native congratulating her on her
102nd birthday.

Need Carpet?
See Seaside &

rag-a-muffin

Courthouse Square, Whiteville

579-7592 « Hwy. 179, Seaside

,#,“'v% Fine Children’s Wear
) . w
Lazy ‘] {.‘:LZT‘ Fall & Winter
The g.';:;j:.' place for
casual clothing

THIS WEEK ONLY
20% DISCOUNT

To Local Residents

Fashions

Boys' and Girls’
Infant to 14

Special Selection of Girls’ Preteens

o 57971293 919-642-6790
o v

1 d@d it!

I finally found a
store that understands

what I want.
“It's not just the way it looks. It's the
w ay it feels. You knozw. Friendly. Comfortable.
L;M,' to enjoy. The sales people especially.
They nhmyh ask what I want before they tell me
what they have to sell. And the room displays are so
exciting, I get ideas just by walking around in them.”
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OPTICAL GALLERY‘

rom Sandfiddler Restaurant H..}' 13

SHALLOTTE
FREE GLASSES

Buy a complete pair

of RX glasses at regular
price and get second pair
(same prescription) FREE!

1= u ,’Tx

* Fully accessorized
|'uu:'n settings.
*Free room design
advice by experts.
* Affordable prices
on quality makers
*Service that doesn't
stop with Lit'll\'l'l‘_\'.
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Ve can arrange 1o have your eyes examined by and independent eye doctor next door.

JUST NEED ONE PAIR? OPTICAL GALLERY-
Take 20% off complete pair of glasses. CALL 754-4680 TODAY!

Must be frames and lenses. C W. Austin, Licensed Optician
T kK K K K X K X ¥k

We can fill any doctor's eyeglass prescription. l

J. LIVINC 3STON

RIVER, SC
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