
Growing Tomatoes Indoors 'Demanding '

I>ear Plant Doctor: Is it possible
to grow tomatoes in my home over
tlte winter? 1 have several plants 12-
18 inches tall, and one of them is
gelling blossoms.

Would I be wasting my time lend¬
ing these plants in a sunny kitchen
window?

I have been reading your column
only a few weeks, bul have found it
interesting and helpful. Before
spring, how about some lips for
those of us who tend small gardens.
Thanks lor your help.

Answer: Thanks for the encour¬
agement and the comments!

Growing tomatoes in a tempera¬
ture controlled greenhouse with opti¬
mum light and nutrients can be verydemanding even for the most expen-
enced horticulturist. I expect that the
light coming in through your kitchen
window would be sufficient to grow

a tomalo plant, but would be insuffi¬
cient for tomato fruit production.

Even though tomatoes are self-
pollinated, plants grown indoors re¬
quire lhat (lowers be jiggled in order
for ihc pollen to be transferred to the
stigma (female part of the flower).
Commercial greenhouse tomato
growers use fans or trellis systems
lhat jiggle plants during the morning
hours lo ensure pollination and good
fruit set.

Dear Plant Doctor: We have
four ihom trees growing in our yard.
I have never seen thorn trees like
this before. 1 have enclosed leaves
for you to examine.

This spring, worms denuded the
trees. Later in the summer, leaves
appeared again. This is remarkable
to me!
Do you have experience with

trees which have lost all their leaves
in the early summer and then leafed
out again?

I fertilized the trees early this fall
hoping lhat this might give them
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added strength to withstand what
must have been a terrible blow. The
trees are at least 14 years old and ap¬
pear fully mature.
Any comment you may have will

be appreciated.
Answer: Thank you lor your let¬

ter. However, I cannot identify the
tree species you arc growing from
the leaves you enclosed. There arc
hundreds (possibly thousands) of
species of woody ornamentals in
eastern North Carolina and I onlyknow the most common species.

I will be glad (as will any NC'SU
Cooperative Extension agent) to send
a sample of your plant material to the
North Carolina State UniversityHerbarium for positive identification.
If you would bring a small branch of
the tree to my officc, I will make sure
that you get a positive identification.

Most trees arc pretty tolerant of

Coastal Museum T
The Museum of Coastal Carolina

at Ocean Isle Beach will close for
the winter season after this weekend,
according to the museum's founder.

Saturday and Sunday will be the
final days the museum will be open
to the public until it reopens in
March, said Ocean Isle Beach
Museum Foundation President
Stuart Ingram.

Ingram said more than 13,(XK)
people have visited the 7,5(X)-

temporary adverse environmental
conditions. I am sending you two
publications that I dunk you will
lind helpful. 'Ihey are (iruunds
Management for llome Gardeners
(M.A. Powell, Horticulture Infor¬
mation Leaflet #612) and Pruning
Shaile Trees and Re/mirinK I heir
Injuries (USDA, Home and Garden
liullelin #X3).
You can obtain these publications

at your local Cooperative Extension
Service office or by sending me

your request and a SASH.
Dear Plant Doctor: I am interest¬

ed in growing mosses in my Japan
cse garden. Where can I gel infor¬
mation on diis subject?

Answer: Mosses are a fascinating
subject. You may want to find an old
copy of Mosses with lland-Lens
and Microscope by A.J. Grout for
reference and identification.
On a recent trip to Atlanta, I dis¬

covered a company that specializes
in selling and cultivating different
mosses. For a small fee, they will
provide you with an excellent publi¬
cation on the culture and care of
mosses.

Contact them at Mostly Mosses
Inc., 130 Sandy Drive, Slockbndgc,Ga. 3028 1 , or phone (4()4 >474-5820.
Send your gardening questions to

The Plant Doctor, P.O. Box 109.
Bolivia. N.C. 2X422.

o Close For Winter
square-foot facility since it opened
May 25.

"If everything works out we're
going to try to expand the building
next year," Ingram said. "We need
more space now."
The museum is located at the cor¬

ner of Third and Laurinburg streets
at Ocean Isle Beach.

It features displays of marine life,
sea shells, wildlife common to the
coastal region and historic artifacts.

Wrap Up
Holiday
Savings
Now With

25% Off
All Winter
& Holiday
Apparel!

Sizes up to 18 . Also Petites

Layaways Invited

Free Gift Wrap
Mon-Sat 10-5:30

Hwy. 179, Meadow Square
Shallotte, 754-7658
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Students Donate Food
f>"0*0 conmn n

I a: kind Middle School students Ashley Burton (left) and I'atrick Kobbins pack food boxes for deliveryto needy families this Thanksgiving. Students donated 2J59 food items , led by the sixth grade with 7liitems. The Student Council sponsors the yearly holiday season food drive. Sames of recipient familiesare provided by counselors , teachers and students. Classes also decorated containers in w hich to deliv¬
er the food, with Sondra North's seventh grade class making the first-place train. Velma McKinnon'sfourth grade made a picnic box that placed second.

Boone's Cove
CUSTOM FRAMING & MATTING

We professionally preserve your prints . original art . <

photos . needlework . mementos '

rfgat Acid-Free Conservation Our Specialty
Also Available: Original An.Prints

Art Supplies . Cross Stitching Supplies
We can vacuum mount your posters and photos up to 44"x34". '

BOONE'S COVE CUSTOM FRAMING & MATTING '

Resort Plaza. Bus. 17 S., Shallotte . 754-6199 . Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 9-1

SOUTH WIND
SIGNS

CUSTOM PAINTED SIGNS
ANY SIZE

SPECIALIZING IN
CUSTOM ELECTRIC SIGNS
AND INSTALLATION & REPAIR

754-8439
HOLDEN BEACH ROAD

STORK
EXCHANGE

.ongratulations on your
expected arrival!

The Brunswick Hospital truly understands
the changes that are going to take place in
your life.

We Can Help
The Stork Exchange is a club for expectant
parents. And it is of no cost to you. While in
The Brunswick Hospital, Stork Exchange
members receive complimentary gifts for
both infant and mother. ALso included are
the childbirth preparation classes taught
every other month at The Brunswick
I lospital.

FCNU
(The Family Centered Nursing Unit)
The FCNU is dedicated solely to the care of
the mother and newborn. It is staffed by
licensed and experienced nurses who pride
themselves in providing individualized
care.

The Brunswick

The FCNU offers several birthing
options to meet your needs.
The traditional Labor and
Delivery Suite is a choice that
many families prefer. You may
also choose the Birthing Room,
which offers a comfortable home-like
atmosphere. Regardless of your
birthing choice, usage of state of the art
equipment by your nurses and
physician will ensure an

experience that is as safe
and pleasant as possible.

A Perfect Opportunity
Enjoy the excitement of your pregnancy!
The Stork Exchange can
make it a wonderful experience.
Just give us a call, and we will
send you the membership
information. It is all
so easy and at no cost to you.

Hospital
Highway 17 South, Supply
919-754-5353 or 919-754-8121

rag-a-muffin
Fine Children's Wear

Boys' and Girls' Infant to 14
Special selection of Girls' Preteens

Don't miss our terrific

After-
Thanksgiving

StartsFriday, Nov. 29:riday,
919-642-6790

rr

Frame Your
Treasures In The Attic.

ASpecial Frame You'll
Treasure Forever.

Are your favorite keepsakes becoming
buried treasures? We'll frame your family
heirlooms and special mementos so that
you can enjoy them day after day Visit
your attic, then visit us.

£d/\Tf L
Original Art Work Frames . Prints

642-0401
Limited Edition Prints

"It's less than
5 weeks

'til Christmas!"
The season is really

upon us. Make Your Christmas
shopping easy and enjoyable

with a visit to our store. You'll
find a host of great gift ideas

that are sure to please.

642-8706

itpb Kjrobbing
INTERIORS

M-F 10-5:30. Sat. 10-2

Christmas Tradition Courthouse Square Stores Uptown Whiteville


