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Here’'s Why Those
Green Monsters
Can Be Dumped

Big. greems trash bins in rural areas where people can dump
garbage are dinosaurs that have outlived their time. We can now
aftord to send the green monsters to the dump. Here's why.

Greenboxes, as they are ealled, are becoming rarer in North
Carolina as counties must step up their recycling programs.
Brunswick County is no exception.

The county’s 50 or more greenbox sites will dwindle to Just
13 under a new solid waste contract with Waste Industries Inc
of Raleigh this year. But never fear. That number had planned 10
drop drastically anyway, even if trash hauling had remained un-
der county employee control.

Some residents have grown accustomed 1o the convenience
of having those eyesores located so close to home. However.
persons are missing the point when they complain about having
the greenboxes removed. It's no conspiracy aimed at cutting ser-
vices 10 residents.

Hounded by state laws and public demand for recycling,
counhies are renlacing the hing with newer and staffed collection
centers where trash is sorted for recycling. The county will have
at least 10 convenience centers and three solid waste transfer
stations with recyeling bins.

Al homes will be located within five miles of a convenience
station when the construction is complete. When someone gets
out of their car to dump trash, bins will be there 1o hold recy-
clable materials—such as glass. newspaper. aluminum cans and
plastic—that do not belong in the landfill,

Despite educational efforts, a lot of recyclable material is
sull winding up in the greenboxes and is trucked away to the
aandiil Unmanned sites today also end up filled with discarded
turniture, tree limbs and appliances.

Counties have been pushed into action by a 1989 state law
aimed at reducing the amount of waste going to landfills by 25
percent by 1993 and 40 percent by 2001, To meet that goal will
be ough. Counties will need to offer more than just bins at trash
disposal stations.

County Engineer Robert Tucker has been the person under
fire recently. It's his long-range plan that has Brunswick County
Commissioners looking to the future and trying to deal with the
solid waste crisis.

Before Tucker was hired in 1990, the county did not have a
long-range garbage plan. His proposal came under attack at a
commissioners’ meeting last week.

Residents were quick to criticize the removal of greenboxes
without stopping 1o ask why.

The county must reduce the number of places where recy-
clable material can be dumped in with the household trash. The
fewer the sites, the easier it will be to keep an eye on things and
10 meet next year's goal,

So say goodbye to those ugly greenboxes. It’s something
that must be done.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Why Was Weclome Center
Built Instead Of Overpass?

To the cditor:

On Nov. I, 1991, there was an
accident on the new Highway 17
bypass in Shallotte. Two innocent
people were killed, one of which
was my [irst cousin, Steve Alien
Smuth,

Both vicums had family and
friecnds who loved and cared for
them very much. But the sad thing
about the whole sitwation is that
the stae of North Carolina feels
that these two lives are not impor
tnt cnough 10 have an overpass
buillt to prevent any future acci-
denis The siate of North Caroling
feels that at least five more people
have o be killed before they ever
consider building an overpass.

It has been two months and sev-
en days since the accident oc
curred. I was at work the morning
of the accident. Imagine the shock
and pain | felt when 1 heard the
news.  And, just think, 1 was
Steve’s first cousin. Imagine how
his wife and two children feli, not
10 menuon l6-year-old  Misty
Carmichacl’s family.

I know buiiding an overpass
isn’t going to bring Steve and
Misty back, but it could prevent a
lot of familics from going through
what our family is going through
today and will go through for the
rest of our lives. Just think of how
you would feel it if were your
family!

I know | sound as if you have

never lost a family member in an
accident. I'm sure you may have
or, then again, you may not have.
But if you have I know you must
know how it feels. It is not a good
IL\'III‘Ig.

So what good 1s a welcome cen
ter gong to do for the town ol
Shallotie or the state of Nonh
Carolina when people are afraid 10
c¢ven go through the intersection
where the center stands, knowing
that their family was killed or
could be killed because the state
decided o build the center 1o wel-
come people 0 our town instead
of an overpass that could save the
hives of our families and fricnds,

Gina Caison
Calabash

Bigger, Better Is
Hope For Future

To the editor:

To all those who assisted in the
Christmas tree lighting for 1991,
sincere thanks for your cooper-
tion. We hope future years will
bring a bigger and better celebra-
tion as the event becomes recog-
nized as an annual welcome 1o
Christmas in the town of Shallotte.

Alex Meams, Coordinator
South Brunswick Islands
Rotary Club

(More Letters Following Page)

It's Anoth

I bave a love hae relationsing
with govemiment, as do most people,
| think.

Al imes 1t seems that there are
things that should not be left up to
mdividuals 1o decide or handle, that
tor the good of the whole, govern-
ment ought o do it

Then ahere are days when 'm
convineed 1t wonldn't e o b e
do away with all government and its
creations —or at least specific por
tions thereol

You have days like that as well,
I'm sure. Some of you more then
others,

Here's & miinor case in point. In
fact, on one level it isn’t worth being
bothered with. But, as you've said
voursel! at one tume or another: Ity
the principle of the thing

We own a home in a subdivision
just outsrde the wown oy himnts, Our
house W almost exactly two miles
from the wown fire depariment and
about tour or five miles from the
nextclosest hire department

Susan
Usher

We're i the own's fire service
thsinet, though we've been assured
that both  depaniments would  re
spond o any hire in our neighbor
hood.

When we bought insurance, the
agent mdicated that of we had a hire
hydrant nearby we could quality tor
a discount on our preminm.

Last year our subdivision  got
county waler: there's a fire hvdrant
rizht at the corner of the lot

Sounds preny good, doesn’t 1!
Well,  the  insurance Community
doesn’t think our improved suuation
sves us any lower nisk of fire loss

While we hve very near the town
VFD, because we happen to live
outside the town himits we were told
last year by two companies that we
do not quahly for a reduction in our
firc insurance rates because we don't
live within the town.,

Never you mind that we hve
much closer 1o the tire department
than many of the town’s actual resi-
dents; never mund  that there's a
hydrant at the corner; never mind
that there's a second department in
hollening distance

That doesn’t matier, say the pow-
ors that be

1Us not the hire departiment’s Tault,
or even the twn's fanlt

From what we understand, 1t has
o do with fire depariment ratings
and comes from the state Depart-
ment of Insurance

The town VED was chariered by
the wown, It recerves its Space, over-
head costs and a lot of other support
trom the wown and its ixpavers

er Love-Hate Relationship

) c e bt dha incoean e s
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ple don't higure in their rules 1s that
the department is  supported by
county tax dollars as well and serves
a district that extends beyond the
town limits.

But to qualify for the discount, we
must not only be within a certain
number of miles ol the department
and have o hydmnt nearbe bt alen
Iive inside the town himits, Silly,
huh?

The tew dollars we might have
saved don’t really matter; again, n
was the principle of the thing,

Our subdivision just became part
of the town's extraterritorial juris-
dhcnon, A dime says that doesn’y
make a hek of difference either

But maybe next year or the vear
after we'll be annexcd. Then mayhe
well not only qualily tor a few dol
lars off on our msurance premim
but also get o pay twown taxes for g,
service already avanlable 10 us as
COUNty Laxpayers.

Coest la vie

TARBURE (412
CAROLINA CARTI QNS

Are Fashion Magazines Ouffitting Bradshaw?

I don’t watch a lot of football.

Admitedly, when the  Atlanta
Falcons actually made the playoffs
and looked like they had a longshot
at the Super Bowl, 1 sa up and ook
nouce.

A hule  home-town
never hurt anyone,

Also, being marnied 10 a sports
tan has had an influence on the
amount  of foothall 've had 1o
walch.,

So, I'm sitting i the living room
on the occasional Sunday when my
husband has possession of the re-
mote  control, and I'm  watching
foothall.

And I'm wondening why Pat
O'Bnen and Terry Bradshaw  are
dressed  hike models from  those
men's fashion magazines,

That’s not how real men dress.

How many ol you out there be-
lieve that Terry Bradshaw has a

Lavoriusm

Dori
Cosgrove
Gurganus

bunch of olive- or teal-colored, dou-
ble-breasted linen suits in his closet
at home?

And how many of you believe
that Terry picked out those colorful,
painted-on flowery silk ues?

I can hear it now: “Oh yes, I'll
wear that salmon and jade one.”

I think he'd probably rather be
wearing a sweatshirt,

Pat O'Brien is the worst, howev-
er.
There he stands out on the side-

lincs, tlking 10 the coaches and
players in the mud and rain.

He's wearing a khaki, news re-
porter’s  trenchcoat and  a  dark
brown, or is it sandstone-colored ti-
lored suit, and one of those Mlowered
ues.

How realistic is this?

I don’t claim 10 be anyone’s fash-
on advisor, but | do have a few
ideas.

Let Mr. O’Brien wear an official
network  sweatsuit, complete with
embroidered logo, when he’s out on
the field. Maybe a polo shirt under-
neath,

And some tenmis shoes instead of
those shiny loafers!

Let Mr. Bradshaw wear a sweater
with the network logo on it, and a
turtleneck underneath.

It's casual and comfortable, and
most of all, it’s the look more sports
fans can relaie o, 1 believe.

[ mean, why should sports an-
chors and reporters feel pressured 10
dress like news reporters?

And while we're on the subject,
CVEN News reporters gel o wedr
sweaters or leave off their ties when
they're on physically-active assign-
ments.  Like following  President
Bush up 10 Kennebunkport, or cov-
cring events in the Middle East.

I don’t think that sports fashions
have ever been as strict as other
fashion rules, so why shouldn't
Sports reporters wear sports  fash-
ions?

Il T were a dedicated sports fans
siting at home in blue jeans and
sweatshirt: watching these guys, |
might be able 10 relate to them a lit-
e casier.

And without giggling at my hus-
band, “Look at how they're dress-
ed!™ all through the games.

A Cartoon Would Paint A Thousand Words

I wish T had the artistic alent 1o
be an eduorial canoomst. There
would be plenty of subjects 10 keep
me busy here in Brunswick County.

I 1 could draw beyond suck fig-
ures, I'd have fun characterizing
those in the public eye. As | write
this now, I'm waiting 10 sce how the
cartoonists picture President George
Bush's tnp 1o Japan.

Can th'_\' drow s bovn wath the
Mu wettully and sull wuch on the
humorous side ol our leader? It
Bush thinks he had a problem bat-
ting a wimp image during the 1988
clection, wait unul the cantoomsts
g£et a shot at s passing out and
throwing up at the emperor's dinner
table, during an clection year at that.

Closer 0 home, I'd put the pen 10
work on our own notorious leaders,
heroes and bad guys. The saying
Bgoes, a picture paimts a thousand
words. You can say so much in a
cartoon that you wouldnt wam to
express ina column; that's where
your picture is located and you are
S0 open 1o attack. As a cartloomist,
you could scribble your last name, if
you wanted 1o, in some inconspicu-
ous comner and leave it at that,

I'd have fun displaying our noto-
rious drug dealers from the past and
present. Brunswick County has quite
a lew. They range from Operation

Gateway i 1983, where marijuana
shipments came in on loaded shrimp
trawlers, 1o Operaton RIP in 1991,
where drug dogs are used o snifl
out contraband from vehicles stop-
ped at road blocks,

I think the nasuness of comments
exchanged between the Brunswick
County Commissioners and Register
ol Deeds Robernt J. Robinson last
week at an open board meeting
would merit a cartoon. That may be
what got me thinking about this col-
umn topic in the first place, for sit-
ting there in the commissioners’
chambers I expected 1o get hit in the
cyes with sand. Yes, with sand.

The battle 0 abolish Robinson's
advisory board last week would
paint a mean picture of chikiren
fighung over plastic 1oy soldiers in a
sandbox. These are our county
Democratic and Republican leaders.
Right.

The animal nghts activist who
called 1o complain about my story
on beaver rapping last week would
probably end up caught in a trap, if |
could only draw. Trapping animals
15 4 wo-sided and controversial is-
SUC.

The arucle dealt with the beaver
problem in Brunswick County and
one way 10 help work on that prob-

‘om, not with the issuc of whother
trapping is a good thing or whether
it's torture 1o animals. That's another
story. T am an anmimal lover with
three dogs, 100 many cats, a bird and

lish,

County commissioners are also
Open game 1o cartoonists. The thing
about drawing the five board mem-
bers 18 that you have 1o focus on
something that does a good job of
characterizing cach one. For in-
stance, when drawing Sheriff John
Carr Davis you would have 10 in-
clude the pipe he smokes.

For commissioners, it may be the
following: Jerry Jones' half-lensed
glasses, Kelly Holden's stature or
height, Gene Pinkerton's bluntness,
Frankic  Rabon’s down 10 carth
analogies, and Donald Shaw's po-
liteness. I think 1 could do it, but no
one would recognize the stick fig-
ures | draw.,

I've thought of signing up for that
correspondence ans course adver-
tised on television, the one where
there are just a few spots left but on-
ly il you call before midnight. If 1
could take me beyond stick ligures,
I’d be up there with Jeff MacNelly
and the other big guys.
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