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Former Water System Director Asks For $16

BY TERRY POPE

A waiter system employee whose job was climinated
last June claims Brunswick County still owes him more
than $16,000 in overtime pay dating back 1o 1988.

O. Kenneth Hewett of Shallotte filed suit in US.
District Court in Wilmington against Brunswick County
His position as water system director was one of six Jobs
n the Public Uuliies Department cut by Brunswick
County Commussioners last year.

Hewen's atomey, Richard W. Evans of Raleigh, al-
so represents the Shallotte engineering firm of Houston
and Associates i ats suit against the county, which is
now pending in Brunswick County Supenior Court,

Houston and Associates fiied suit afler 1t was fired
while at work on the county's $7 million Phase 111 water
expansion project 10 Seaside and Shallotie Point. The
firm claims the county breached a contract,

Brunswick County Atorney David Clegg said he
could not comment on Hewett's lawsuit since it 1s pend-
Ing.

“WeTll be tiling our answer next week,” said Cleggp.

To resolve personnel problems within the water de-
hartment, commussioners ordered a study last year by
David M. Gniffith and Associates of Raleigh.

Department,” the Apnl 1991 report indicated the depart-
ment was top-heavy with 100 many supervisors and rec-
ommended that Hewett's job be one of six eliminated.

In his lawsuit, Hewett claims the county violated
federal laws by using delay tactics o avoid payimng him
overume he had accumulated since Oct. 14, 1983, The
complaint states Hewett should be entited 10 $10.946 in
overime pay for hours worked from Oct. 14, 1958, (o
June 24.1990: S1,101 for overtime pay between June 25
and August 20, 1990; and $4,088 for overntime pay be-
tween Aug, 21, 1990, and June 28, 1991

He also asks for an additional $16,136 as liquidated
damages, atomey fees and a trial by jury.

Hewett was hired by the county as a water plant su-
pervisor on Sept. 14, 1981, and was carning $29,242 an-
nually when his job was climinated. In July 1985, his
job was reclassified from water plant supervisor 1o water
system director, which included a job description cx-
cmpting him from carning overtime pay.

On Aug. 3, 1988, it states, the county verbally
changed Hewett's job duties from working solely in ad-
mimistration o duties working over 50 percent of the

ter Hewett's job descnption or o acknowledge his eligi-
bility for overtime pay, it claims.

His contract of employment provided for a 40-hour
work week with time and a half pay for overtime hours,
It states. Since October 1988, Hewett has kept records
\'hnwing he worked 788 172 hours of overtime

“Hewett made continuous demands of the county (o
remedy this illegabity and 10 pay him the overtime pay,”
it states. “Hewelt received numerous assurances from
county officials that they were studying the matter, and
that a response, including payment or alternate compen-
sation, would be forthcoming in the near future,”

The county adopted a “deliberate strategy of delay”
by telling Heweut that the matter was being reviewed, it
claims. Hewett met with Public Utilities Director Jerry
Webb on Jan. 24, 1990, it states, 10 discuss the overtime
pay. After telephoning Clegg, Webb then instructed
Hewett 1o bring his records up to date and that he would
recerve his overtime pay.

On Feb. 7, 1990, Brunswick County Personnel
Officer Deborah Bowling issued an opinion that, based
upon Hewett's wnitten job description, his position was
cxempt from receiving overtime pay, it states. On March

,000 In Overtime

was actually performing.”

“Webb never complied with this request, but repeat-
cdly assured Hewet that the matter was under consider-
ation,” the complaint notes. Changes in job descriptions
of all positons within the water department were need-
ed, Webh wrote in a memo to Hewett on July 20, 1990,

Webb also stated that he planned 10 discuss job de-
scriptions and reclassifications at a supervisors’ meeting
and that he hoped to get the new job descnptions adopt-
ed within the fiscal year. However, the county never
changed Hewett's job description, the compiaint notes,

In October 1990, the document states Clegg told
Hewent tat information concerning e overtime  pay
had been forwarded o the Department of Labor for an
opinion. Hewett's job was terminated on June 28, 1991,
without him having received compensatory time off or
overtime pay.

The swdy conducted by Griffith and Associates
found that some employees were working outside of
their job descripuons, but Hewelt's job was not among
those listed. As water system director, Hewett was im-
mediate supervisor to only two people, the chiel waier

Called “Operauons Review of the Public Utilitics

STUDENT DIED IN WRECK

Lawsuit Claims Drivers
Were ‘Playing Chicken’

The parent of a West Brunswick
High School student killed in a May
traffic accident has filed suit in
Brunswick County Superior Court
against the two drivers involved,
claiming they were “playing chick-
en” when the fatal wreck occurred.

George Daniels, a popular student
and Trojan football star, died in the
May 14 near head-on collision on
S.R. 1316 (Old Shallotte Road). He
Was a passenger in a pickup ruck
driven by William Russell Hines Jr.,
a friend and classmaie at West
Brunswick.

In the wrongful death complaint
filed Feb. 5 by Greensboro attorney
Lee D. Andrews, Wendell Daniels,
father of the victim, seeks in excess
of S10,000 in damages from Hines,
William Hines Sr., N.C. Farm Bur-
cau Mutual Insurance Co. and Philip
Allan Fulwood.

Fulwood was the driver of a 1986
Ford pickup truck that collided with
Hines” 1987 Mazda as both Hines
and Damicls were on their way 10
school.

Hines Sr. is listed in the suit as a
parual owner of the truck in which
Danicls died, and Farm Bureau is
histed as the Hines™ hability insur-
dAnNee CArmer,

The lawsuit accuses both dnivers
ol neghigence and of “playing chick-
cn with cach other™ when one or
both of the dnvers lost control or
miscalculated the other’s actions,
causing the two trucks to collide al-
most head-on.

It claims Daniels’ death occurred
in Hines' vehicle, but on Fulwood's
side of the road. Both drivers were
negligent in operating their vehicles,
the complaint states, by:

Bfailing 10 keep 2 proper lookout
and to keep their vehicles under con-
trol;

Bfailing 1o reduce speed 10 avoid a
collision;

Boperating their vehicles at a speed
greater than the posted limit;
Bfailing o operate their vehicles
within their lane of traffic;
Boperating their vehicles in a reck-
less manner without caution and at a
speed likely to endanger persons;
Boperating their vehicles left of the
center line;

Bfailing 10 pass a vehicle on the
right and not giving the other vehi-
cle half of the main traveled portion
of the roadway;

Bdriving their vehicles on a high-

way without caution and at a dan-
gerous speed; and

Mgoing back and forth into cach oth-
er's lanc of travel while playing
chicken.

As a result of the negligence and
fawal collision, the Daniels family in-
curred severe pain and suffering, fu-
neral bills, medical bills and lost
wages o be proven at the tnal, it
slates.

Damels’ next of kin, s mothe
and father, have been deprived of
their child-parent relationship, love
and affection of George Daniels and
income which could have reasonably
been spent on his parents, it claims.

The complaint asks 1o recover
punituve damages from Hines and
Fulwood and for a jury trial.

Following the accident, Hines, 17,
was charged by State Trooper B.D.
Barnhardt with misdemecanor death
by vehicle and driving lef of center.

In September. Brunswick County
District Court Judge Jerry A. Jolly
found Hines guilty on both charges
and sentenced him 1o two years in
prison,

Defense attorney Jumes Payne of
Shalloue has appealed the convie-
uon o Brunswick Coumty Superior
Court, where the case is sull pend-
ng.

An emotional West  Brunswick
football team dedicated s 1991 sea-
son o Danicls, advancing o the
state 2-A championship game in
Chapel Hill before losing to Thom-
asville High.

Court Date Set

(Continued From Page 1-A)
Bowling's body near the bank of the
Cape Fear River. They were taken
into custody as suspects Thursday,
but were later released.

That couple had swumbled upon
the body just minutes afier the crime
and had called the police. There was
no evidence of a robbery or sexual
assaulL.

Ms. Bowling had reporiedly left
her Bolivia home around 2 p.m.
Thursday, leaving a note that she
had gone o the New Hanover
County Library to study and would
be back around 6 p.m. Her father be-
came worried when she did not re-
turn and saw a television news re-
port of authoritics carrying a body
from the crime scene.

Calabash Wants More Sheriff Patrols

BY DORI C. GURGANUS

While saying they support current
surveillance  practices,  Calabash
commissioners still plan 10 ask the
Brunswick County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Lo increase patrols in the town's
residenual areas.,

At the board's regular meeting
Tuesday night, three Carolina Shores
residents asked if the town “could
impose upon the county 1o add a few
hours on patrol at night.”

The men refused 1o identify them-
selves, stating that recent break-ins
in Carolina Shores made them un-
casy about revealing their names or
addressces.,

Two break-ins in the Gawe 7
through 10 area of Carolina Shores
prompied the request, they said,
which made them curious if more
patrol hours could be spent in the
Calabash area.

Commissioner Keith Hardee sup-
ported the county shenfl’s officers,
stating that in the past few vears
“they’ve doubled their surveillance.”

“They're doing their best,” he
said, “and they're around more than
you think.”

Commissioners Jon Sanborn and
George Anderson each cited occa-
sions when they noticed undercover
sheriff's officers patrolling Carolina
Shores.

“The emphasis is on unmarked
cars these days in order 1o catch the
criminals,” said Sanborn.

Someday Calabash may build a
dispatch terminal  for the town,
Hardee said, which would be cheap-
er than an entire police department.

“If you got a cat, even a lazy one,”
he 1old the board, “you'll have less
rats.”

Lights Out

In continuing discussion regarding
placement of a permanent tralfic
light at the intersection of U.S. 17
and Country Club Drive, commis-
sioners expressed lile support for
the request.

The board had writtecn Tommy
Harrelson, secretary of the state
Department of Transportation, ask-
ing for a permanent traffic light at
that location.

A Jan. 31 leuer from Harrelson
stated that investigations into the
need for such a light are under way,
and that the DOT would report back
to the town.

“Traffic lights don’t prevent acci-
demis, they cause them,” said
Commissioner Robert Noe.

“You will have a fatality within
six months,” he predicted, if the
DOT were 10 install a permanent
light.

Commissioner Ray Card said he
has received numerous complaints
from Carolina Shores residents who
don’t want a light installed. They
said the sound of trucks coming to a
halt and exhaust from idling truck
engines would be disturbing.

time in plant operations, a job not exempt from overtime
pay. Despite the change in duties, the county failed to al-

6, 1990, Hewett requested in writing that Webb change
the job description 1o ““be consistent with the work he

plamt operators ol the
Northwest and Southport.

walter treatment  plants

BY TERRY POPE

It may take a tremendous selling job to con-
vince the public that Brunswick County needs a
comprehensive zoning ordinance.

Faced with a june deadline o prepare a drait,
the Brunswick County Planning Board began
lk last week on how it can sell the controver-
sial product.

“If the people would really support their gov-
cmment in recognizing that the pnimary reason
lor zoning is 10 protect the public investment
and infrastructure,” said Brunswick County
Planning Director John Harvey, “and not be-
cause your ncighbor may be situng in their back-
yard in their underwear...”

Zoning helps prevent overloads on county
roads, separaies industnal from residenuai dis-
tricts and provides plans for water and sewer
system needs. For years, some residents have
asked for zoning laws while others stand op-
posed to restrictions on property.

Town Creck residents asked for zoning last
year after they unsuccessfully fought a pet cre-
matorium planned in their neighborhood. The
county’s ordinance would cover all arcas that lie
outside of municipal zoning districts.

Brunswick County Commissioners have in-
structed Harvey o have a draft ready within 120
days, by mid-June.

Crincal of such a short deadline, County
Auorney David Clegg said he believes a rushed
ordinance will not legally hold its ground among
critics. It ook (two years to complele a new
county subdivision ordinance that was adopted
in December.

“Zoning and fand use controls can de much o
change the kind of hodge-podge, uncontrolled
development that is present in some arcas of the
county,” said John Thompson, planning board
member,

While Brunswick County’s beach communi-

County May Have To Sell i

“The lack of zoning might
not be an issue, but when
you're the second-fastest
growing county in the en-
tire state out of 100 coun-
ties and you don’t have
zoning, that's pretty amaz-
ing.” —Glenn Harbeck,
Planning Consultant

ues may be carciully planned, fand aiong ihe
major corridors and roads leading to the beaches
need zoning, he added.

Commissioners carried zoning concerns 10 a
series of public hearings in 1987, but stopped
short of developing an ordinance. Starting this
week, Harvey said, he will devote all of his time
1o preparing the draft.

District 2 Commissioner Jerry Jones, who al-
S0 serves on the planning board, said some de-
velopers have told him there is no need for coun-
ty zomng. They argue that land values are going
10 take care of land uscs, said Jones.

“IU's not, in my opinion,” Jones added. “I've
had them to get on me and say you don't need 1o
wuity aboui zoning. I'm glad to see this come
up. With the growth and development and poten-
ual we have, it's a thing that has to be done if
we're going 1o have any orderly growth.”

Some subdivisions have their own restrictive
covenants  lor property  owners, said  Glenn
Harbeck, consultant who is preparing Brunswick
County’s 1992 Land Use Plan update.

Al a serics of public workshops on the land
use plan in January, many residents listed a need

oning Ordinance

for county zoning laws at the top of their con-
cerns. They fear making an investment in prop-
erty, not knowing what may pop up next door,
he said.

“Brunswick County is going through its own
mini-history of zoning,” said Harbeck. “The
thing that compounds you so much is how fast
you are growing. The lack of zoning might not
be an issue, but when you're the second-fastest
growing county in the entire state out of 100
counties and you don’t have zoning, that’s pretty
amazing.”

Commissioners had first asked for a zoning
ordinance within 60 days, but compromised with
a 120-day deadline. Harvey said he will deliver

the product 1o commissioners within that time-
Irame.

“That means you've done what you've been
asked to do,” said Jones. “It’s not going to be
completely done in 120 days.”

Plans arc to then hold joint workshops be-
tween the plaaning board and board of commis-
sioners 1o iron out a final draft. It will then be
presented at a public hearing.

“The only way to sell it is to deliberately seck
out and go to every neighborhood and group in
this county,” said Harvey.

Residents asked for a new subdivision ordi-
nance, but those most vocal at public heari;
were developers opposed to the plan, he nowed.

Harvey said he met with Clegg to discnss how
the planning board should work under the 120-
day deadline.

“He really feels it should not proceed 1o the
commissioners until the planning board has put
its total work cffort on it,” said Harvey, “which
he realizes would probably mean one year, if not
Iwo years, of activity.”

But on the bright side, Harvey said, “Dcad-
lines make you get organized. This will be pre-
sented and done within the tmeframe.”

Weather Remains Warm, Wet

Residents of the South Brunswick
Islands who have enjoyed the
spnnglike temperatures of late are in
luck.

Jackson Canady, local meteorolo-
gist, predicts that temperatures and
rainfall will continue to be above av-
crage in the next week.

“Most of the real cold air is balled
up over Canada,” he said Tucsday,
“and that will mean more mild, oc-
casionally wet weather for this
area.”

Daytime temperatures should be
in the low 60s, Canady estimated,
and cvening (emperatures  should
stay in the low 40s.

About three-fourths of an inch of
rain should fall, he predicted.

“Looks like the pattern we've

seen is not changing,” Canady said,
“and that’s not bad at all.”

For the period of Feb. 18 through
Feb. 24, Canady measured 2.25
inches of rain at his Shallotte Point
home.

The maximum daytime high tem-
perature of 74 degrees was taken on
Feb. 24, he said, and the minimum
evening low temperature of 32 de-
grees was taken on both Feb. 21 and
Feb. 22.

The daytime average temperature
was 68 degrees and the evening low
temperature was 45 degrees, which
madc an average daily temperature
of 56 degrees.

That reading is eight degrees
above average for this ime of year,
Canady said.

Detectives Charge Four
In Northern Theft Ring

(Continued From Page 1-A)

Warrants were also served against
Hooper last week, charging him
with six counts of breaking and en-
tenng homes in the Leland area. He
was stll being held in the New
Hanover County Jail Monday on un-
rclated charges, said Messer, A
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fourth suspect, Davis, may face
charges in as many as four countics,
he added.

A theft ring operates when a
group of suspects carries out random
burglaries with intent 1o sell the
stolen items. Messer said detectives
arc sull investigating a connection
as o who bought the stolen goods,

The four suspects were “interre-
laed,” said Messer. “They knew
cach other.”

Sponsored by the Leland Town
Council, arca residents will meet
March 5 10 discuss the need for a
Leland area police department.,

Some residents say the increasing
crime rate in Leland has brought
about the need for a police depan-
ment, possibly funded by the north-
em arca towns of Leland, Belville,
Navassa and Sandy Creck.

Leland began a one-man police
force under former mayor Russell
Baldwin in June, but the officer re-
signed following the November
election, in which Baldwin was de-
feated.

The town council has taken no ac-
tion 10 form a new police depart-
ment but has agreed o discuss the
matier with area residents. Sandy
Creck near Maco has a police de-
partment, but Navassa and Belville
do not.

Man Dies In Monday Wreck

A Southport man died and another
man was seriously injured Monday
in a head-on collision on N.C. 87
about 1.5 miles north of Southport.

Christopher Todd White, 30, of
Route 5, Southpon, died at the scene
of the accident near the Carolina
Power & Light Co. Brunswick nu-
clear plant entrance, State Trooper
C.E. Ward reported.

White's death is the ninth repont-
ed on Brunswick County highways
this year.

Through February last year, only
one person had died from traffic ac-
cidents in the county, said Ruby
Oakley. spokesperson for the N.C,
Highway Patrol office in Wilm-
mngton.

“We are really distressed about
that number,” said Ms. Oakley.

According o Ward's repon,
White failed to stop at a stop sign as
he pulled from a private road at the
CP&L plant around 12:45 p.m. His
1987 Chevrolet was traveling at a
high rate of speed when it wmed
right onto N.C. 87, Ward stated.

The car crossed two lanes of traf-
fic on the three-lane highway and
struck a 1988 Ford station wagon
head-on, Ward swated. The station
wagon, registered 0 Eastemn
Delivery of Wilmington, was driven
by Charles Denson, 57, of
Wilmington.

Denson received serious injuries
and was taken 1o Dosher Memorial
Hospital - in  Southport by the

Southport Volunicer Rescue Squad.
He was later wansferred o New
Hanover Regional Medical Center
in Wilmington.

Both vehicles were destoyed in
the accident. Reponts indicate that
alcohol was not involved in the
wreck, said Ms. Oakley.

No charges were filed, she said.

Driver Charged

A Jacksonville man was charged
with reckless driving Saturday after
the pickup truck he was driving ran
off the road near the Columbus
County line and plowed into two
yards.

Timothy Wayne Orr, 32, was trav-
eling west on Kingtown Road (S.R.
1333) about 13.6 miles west of
Shallotte when his 1991 GMC pick-
up ran off the left shoulder and
struck a car parked in a yard, State
Trooper D.B. Harvell reported. The
car was owned by Al King Sr., of
Route 2, Ash.

Orr’s truck then crossed the road
and struck a mailbox, shrubs and a
tree in another yard, property of
Thomas King, of Route 2, Ash, Har-
vell said,

Damage 10 the propenty was
around $2,000 and $6,000 1o the
truck, Harvell stated.

Orr received class B injurics,
which arc serious but not incapaci-
laung, and was taken o The Bruns-
wick Hospital in Supply.

The accident occurred  around
5:30 a.m,

County Grads Fare
Below Average At UNC

(Continued From Page 1-A)

placed, sometimes opting for more a
higher-level course and other times
shifting to a remedial course as a re-
sult of their initial performance dur-
ing the term,

Fifteen campuses reported some
or all data for 19, 188 freshmen
from all high schools, public or pri-
vate, across the U.S. Performance
data was not provided from campus-
es with fewer than three students en-
rolled from the county, 10 protect
student identities.

These students enrolled three or

more freshmen from Brunswick
County in 1990-1991: Appalachian
State University (4), East Carolina
Unlgcrsily (16), NC. A & T Uni-
versity (5), N.C. Cenrral University
(8), N.C. State University (5), UNC-
Chapel Hill (8), UNC-Charlotte (6),
UNC-Greensboro (3) and UNC-
Wilmington (14).

entering  freshmen  from
Brunswick County ranked in the op
19 percent of their graduating class
and had average SAT scores of 420
verbal and 463 math. Statewide aver-
ages were top 23 percent of the class,
441 verbal SAT and 492 math SAT,
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