
Brunswick Agencies May Feel
Impact of United Way Scandal
BY MARJORIE MEGIVERN
People who can't read or who

lack food and shelter may find their
hopes of rescue reduced, thanks to
William Aramony, former presidentof United Way of America.
With the recent release of an in¬

vestigative report on his mismanage¬
ment and abuse of funding and pow¬
er, local United Way organizationsface a possible lack of trust from the
public in future campaigns.
A comprehensive report by two

investigative groups found dial the
deposed leader, who resigned in
February, had spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars on gifts, first-
class travel and questionable consul¬
tant fees. The "loose and informal"
management style stretched over a
20-year period.

Pete Barncttc, director of the
Cape Fear Area United Way mem¬
ber agency, the Volunteer and In¬
formation Center (VIC), said last
week, "He goofed seriously and it
will have an impact on local giving,but it will depend on the local ca¬
pacity to demonstrate good steward¬
ship.
"The biggest problem is its tim¬

ing," he continued. "In this election
year, during the campaign, peoplewill have a greater tendency to re¬
member it and relate it to the politi¬cal scene."

Barncttc pointed out the extent of
services his agency provides to
Brunswick County. "We served 16
percent of the county population last
year," he said, "and that's over
8,000 people."
VIC supplies the hungry with

emergency food, distributes federal
funds for utility bills and rent, and
helps provide shelter to needy fami¬
lies for 30 days.

Gladys Wagcnseil, coordinator for
a United Way grantee agency, the
Brunswick County Literacy Council,
is also apprehensive about the effect
of Aramony's mismanagement
"We received 53,900 from United

Way this year," she said, "and I'm
alraid this problem will have a nega¬
tive effect on future giving. We will
have to tell people how the money
helps buy materials and makes it pos¬
sible for us to run this organization."
She said there is great difficulty in

getting United Way contributions in
Brunswick County at besL

"There's a strong perception that
all the money goes across the river,"

she said. "It's hard to get across the
fact that Brunswick County peoplebenefit from United Way."
As Wagcnscil pointed out, there

arc only two member agencies based
in this county, VIC and HopeHarbor Home, the local shelter for
victims of domestic violence.

Cathy Swaim, shelter director,
was more hopeful than her col¬
leagues about future funding.

"It's most unfortunate what hap¬pened," she said, "but I think peopleknow and trust us and know we're
doing a good job. We have a good
board of directors."

Most organizations and agencies
must spend three years as grantees
before applying for membership, a
more secure status in United Way.Grantees must apply every year and
arc not certain of funding.

Other grantee agencies or pro¬
grams based in Brunswick County
besides the Literacy Council include
Prescription for Excellence, Bruns¬
wick Adult Day Care and a branch
of Lower Cape Fear Hospice, which
is Wilmington-based.

Michael Griggs, executive direc¬
tor of the Cape Fear Area United
Way, met Thursday in Greensboro
with Kenneth Dam, interim presi¬
dent of United Way of America.
Dam spoke with about 50 represen¬tatives of local United Ways in
North Carolina and Virginia.
"He assured us that the problems

have been identified and corrected
and that they intend getting back the
$300,000 Aramony owes the United
Way," Griggs said. "He told us that
information has been given to the
Justice Department and the Internal
Revenue Service and criminal pro¬
ceedings might be initiated by one
of these agencies. The United Way
would cooperate in those efforts."

Griggs added that financial con¬
trol and new travel policies Dam has
instigated will prevent future abuses.
He has reduced the national budget
by $4 million and anticipates
changes in the structure and compo¬
sition of its Board of Governors.
The percentage contribution made

by local United Ways to the national
organization may also be changed,
Griggs pointed out. Presently each
one sends one percent of its cam¬
paign contributions to the national
office.

"There's a possibility the dues
structure will be revised," Griggs
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KATHLEEN SHANNON GLANCY

is proud to announce that
ROBERT L. ARMSTRONG

has joined her law practice as partner.
The firm is now

GLANCYAND ARMSTRONG,

ATTORNEYS ATLAW
The Wilmington-based practice handles personal in¬
jury, workers' compensation and social securityclaims, as well as medical and nursing home malprac¬tice cases.

Mr. Armstrong is an experienced trial attorney and
former partner of the New York City law firm,Simonson Hess & Leibowitz, P.C. He will focus on se¬
rious personal injury cases and third party tort
claims.
Mr Armstrong joins the legal staff that includes
Michael L. Glaticy, disability advocate and paralegalwith sixteen years experience in social security dis-

3 ability, and Kathleen Shannon Clancy, who focuses
on serious on-the-job injuries and workers' compen¬sation claims.
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said.
The Cape Fear Area United Way

board of directors will meet April 23
and review the options for response
to the national organization. The lo¬
cal group has withheld its customary
annual dues to United Way of
America.

GALLERY <3
Local Art . Pottery . Jewelry

"Oil Painting Classes"

Ait Supplies
"THE UNUSUAL"

Winter Hours (Jan. & Feb.)
Tucs.,Thurs. Sat. 10-5

Calabash Post OfTicc Complex
JJwy. 179 . (919)579-9929^,

ss CostaRiviera
7-day Alaska Cruises
SECOND PASSENGER FREE!

Save up to $2499 per cabin
Certain Restrictions Apply!

Call for Details

FOUR
TRAVEL SERVICE

(919)579-7044 . 1-800-962-6648Pelican Square Shopping Center, 1815 Seaside Road, Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469 (next to Food Lion)

l ftis Special lime...

is for re-creation, renewal and rejoicing. The
message may be old, but the meaning is filled
with new life.

The staff and management at Larry's Calabash
Seafood Barn wish for you a blessed Easter
holiday. May it be just the beginning.

To celebrate, we are having...
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
SEAFOOD BUFFET

Easter Sunday, April 19, 11 to 3 PM

$8.95
Monday-Saturday 11 to 3 PM

Enjoy Lunch Buffet Special $4.95
~or~

Seafood Express Only $3.95
(Fish, Shrimp, Deviled Crab, Clams. Your choice of two.)

-NIGHTLY-
.Raw Bar-Oysters and
clams on half shell
.Grill Room-Fresh
Grilled Fish, Mahi Mahi,
Grouper and more.

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT SEAFOOD BUFFET
FULL MENU . GRILLED STEAKS
GRILLED SEAFOOD AND MORE!

^aiabasK
Seafood Barn

Raw Bar


