
Corps Seeking Comment On Bird Island Proposal
BY LYNN CARLSON

The U.S. Aimy Corps of Engineers is soliciting pub¬
lic comment on the plans of Bird Island owner Janie
Pace Price to construct a 6,100-foot-long system of
bridging and causeway to property she says she wants to
turn into a family compound.

In a notice issued Friday, the Corps said it will use
the comments it receives to evaluate the impacts of the
proposed activity and to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition or deny a permit for the proposal.

The future of the undeveloped barrier island off
Sunset Beach is the subject of a conflict between conser¬
vationists and Price, who owns most of the island.

The fledgling Bird Island Preservation Society wants
the island preserved in its pristine state and is recruiting
members and donations in hopes of buying the property
from Price. Leaders of the society say they have been in
contact with Price's agents and understand that she
would consider an offer, however, no purchase amount
has been mentioned.

Meanwhile, Price argued last we>ek on the statewide
news broadcast "Statclinc", that her property rights arc
being ignored and that her development plans would be
less intrusive to nature than the thousands of residents
and tourists who now use Bird Island as if it were a pub¬
lic park.

In its notice the Corps said, "The decision whether
to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the
probable impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the
proposed activity and its intended use on the public in¬
terest."

It says "all factors which may be relevant" will be
considered, including conservation, economics, acsthct-
ics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural
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.U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, naviga¬
tion, shore erosion, recreation, water quality and others.

Price proposes to construct 2330 linear feet of pile-
supported bridging and 3,770 linear feet of 46-foot-wide
road and shoulder on an old causeway which was de¬
stroyed in a storm in the mid-70s.

The plans, drawn for Price by Wilmington engineers
Henry Von Oesen & Associates, call for less than a
quarter acre of intertidal marsh to be filled at the end of
the access road. The access system would lead to 55 or
60 acres of upland in the middle of the island which
Price says she will turn into approximately 15 single-
family homesitcs for her relatives.

The Corps notice includes maps of the proposed de¬
velopment and sketches of the proposed bridge and
causeway as well as a pier with floating dock, beach ac¬
cess and through ramp. All are attachments to Price's
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Dumpsife Vandalism
The chain-link fence outside Brunswick County's Oxpen Road convenience site lies in ruins Tuesday

morning. "Apparently someone didn't like the hours," said Randy Gainey, branch manager of Waste
Industries Inc., which operates the county-owned dumping and recycling sites. It is third time thefence

has been vandalized since the company took over its operation last July. He estimated the damage
would cost taxpayers between $2,000 and $3,000.

Site Chosen For VIC Basket Distribution
The Schacffcr Buick building in

Southport will be the distribution
site for the Volunteer & Information
Center Christmas food and gift bas¬
kets.

"We tried to find a site that is
closer to the center of the county,
but our primary concern is enough
space to accommodate sorting and
storing all the food and gifts for al¬
most 600 families," said Angie
Fisher, VIC executive assistant.
"This proved to be our best option."

The building is beside the Wes¬
tern Si*rlin' Steak House by the
N.C. 211 entrance to River Run
Shopping Center.

"I know it will require a long dri¬
ve for some, but I'm sure they'll be
happy when they finally pick up
their Christmas basket," Fisher said.

For those whose last name begins
with the letters A through L, distrib¬
ution will be Monday, Dec. 21, from
9 a.m. until 5 p.m. For the remaining
families, distribution will be Tues-

day, Dec. 22, from 9 a.m. until 5
p.m.

BCC Trustees
Did Not Meet
The regular meeting of the

Brunswick Community College
Board of Trustees, scheduled for
Wednesday, Dcc. 16, was canceled.

Trustees will not meet until
Wednesday, Jan. 20, said Anne
Marie Bellamy, public information
officer.
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Inventory Sale!
50% OFF 1

Sweaters, Nylon Suits, Dresses
Holiday Wear and All Accessories

30% OFF Shadowline Lingerie
Register to Win $100 Gift Certificate

Minimum $50 purchase on charge cards. 9% will be added to
charged purchases on 1/2 price merchandise
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HBouticjas,
"We dress you in style"

Thomasboro Road, Calabash, 579-7848
OPEN Monday-Saturday 10 AM-6 PM

pending proposal before ihe slate Division of
Environmental Management.

The Corps notice says its decision to issue a permitwill not be made until the Division of Environmental
Management issues, denies or waives state certification
of the plans under the Clean Water Act. The DEM plans
to take final action on issuance of the Clean Water Act
certification on or after Jan. 22, according to the Corpsnotice.

The Bird Island proposal took on new urgency last
week for those who wish to see it preserved, when the
town boards of Sunset Beach and Calabash approvedresolutions to form a joint South Brunswick Water and
Sewer Authority. Bill Ducker, society president, asked
the Sunset Beach Town Council to exclude Bird Island
from the sewer proposal, but was told that would be im-

possible bccausc ihc island is primarily private properly.
Ducker said he fears that the potential availability of

sewer service to the island would make it more attrac¬
tive for development or put its purchase price out of
reach for conservation groups.

The Corps will accept written or oral comments on
the proposal until 4:15 p.m. on Jan. 4. Written materials
should be addressed to Rudolf Schicner, Department of
the Army, Wilmington District Corps of Engineers, P.O.
Box 1890, Wilmington NC 28402-1890. Schicncr's tele¬
phone number is (919)251-4629.

Comments on the application for Clean Water Act
certification should be made in writing and must be re¬
ceived by Jan. 18 in the N.C. Division of Environmental
Management, P.O. Box 27687, Raleigh NC 27611-
7687, Attention: John Domey.

All the Joys of the season
to our customers and friends.

Asphalt Plant, Hwy. 17 N., Shallotte . 754-7177

CHRISTMAS SALE
20% Off

Q» [All Fall & Winter Clothes
(except Dickie's Work Clothes) |Plus Extra 20% Off

Already Reduced Clothes
Extra Reductions on Some Items!

I 30% Off All Christmas
. Toys. Games. Cards & Decorations
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We wish you a J*
* Merry Christmas
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v arid many thanks for a great year!
y- From Dianne, Ricky & Chris and the entire staff of Black's Tire

Open All Day Dec. 24
Closed Dec. 25-26 and Jan. 1 for the holidays.

~"Save Christmas Bucks
with our year-end specials!

Oill Change,
1^8^ Lube & Filter^ $14.95

thru Citgo 10W30 5 qt. Max
Dec. 24 (M°st Cars & Light Trucks)

*+* Radiator,* Flush & Fill

thru

Give Mag Wheels by
For Christmas This Vear

$19.95
Dec "24 (inc,udes 1 9al- anti-freeze)
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FALLS ROADMASTER RADIAL IV
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STEEL BELTED STRENGTH
Strong, steal cord bens encircle the tire giving rigidity
to the tread lor low rotting resistance The steel cord
is coated with a high modulus stock which contributes
to overall durability and performance.

SCUFF RESISTANT WHITE SIDEWALL
A smooth surface above the white rubber stripe

resists scuffing because there are no ridges to scrape
the curb The whtowall dimension matches that of
original equipment tires on popular car models

CUSTOM WHEELS!

Value
All-Season
Radial
ALL WEATHER TREAD PATTERN
The shape and arrangement of
elements in the tread pattern
promote effective traction in four
season service. Tread elements
are spaced to reduce 'wander' on
grooved highways.
EVEN-WEARING TREAD
DISTRIBUTION
Tread void, created by grooves
and sipes is greatest at the center
of the tread to aid traction, then
decreases gradually toward the
shoulder area for overall, even
tread wear.
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Highway 17 North, Shallotte * 754-7231
Hwy. 17 N., North Myrtle Beach, SC . 1-803-272-3875

Also Located In Whiteville, Bolton, Myrtle Beach & Lumberton


