Minnie Hunt and Sue Weddle pose at the 40th Street access mailbox,

information about its work.

Mail Boxes Playing Prominent Roles
In Bird Island Preservation Effort

BY SUSAN USHER

The Bird Island Preservation
Society has the usual post office
box for incoming mail and some
days it overflows, to the delight of
group treasurer Sue Weddle.

But there’s also a special BIPS
box for outgoing news and infor-
mation, a standard rural delivery
mailbox mounted on a pole at the

. foot of the 40th Street beach ac-
"~ cessway at Sunset Beach.

On its post are tide tables; inside
~are Socicty brochures, newsletters,
copics of news articles regarding
the island, and information about
periodic nature walks to Bird
- Island’s public beaches.
It seems only natural that mail-
~ boxes are playing such a prominent
role in the Society’s effort to rescue
~the island from potential develop-
ment. Another mailbox on the is-
- land iself has helped bring Bird

- Island frequenters together over the
- years through the journal writing of

BIRD ISLAND PRESERVATION SOCIETY koard members Clete Waldmiller, Frank Nesmith,

a distribution point for news and

“This island is a
jewel and ¢ part
of Brunswick
County’s local
heritage.”
—Sue Weddle

“Kindred Spirits™.

Bird Island sprawls in the middle
of Madd Inlet, straddling the North
Carolina/South Carolina state line.
On low tide. it’s only a quick, shal-

low wade from the western tip of

Sunset Beach across the inlet to the
public beach of the privately-
owned island. Most Calabash and
South Carolina residents travel by
boat to the island’s far side near the
Little River Inlet Jeuty.

-

 After you leave the beach, wash the salt off your car & boat.

1 Automatic Wash Bay
4 Self-Service Bays

Detailing with Top-Kote™ Car Care Products
Attendant on duty daily 9-5

Holden Beach Road. East Gate Square » Shallotte
754-WASH -+ 754-LUBE
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YOU RELY ON YOUR CAR...
RELY ON US TO KEEP {T RUNNING RIGHT

@

COASTAL PARTS

109 Shallotte Ave. « Shallotte * 754-4902 ¥

The standard is
quality.

THE BAUNSWICK BEACON
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¥ Peggy Stanley believes in
Service Beyond The Contract

361 T
sSOLD
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' $137,000.

Peggy Stanley
BROKER/REALTOR
MILLION

STAFF PHOTO BY SUSAN LUSHER

DOLLAR PRODUCER

The 1,200-acre  complex of
marshes and dunes provides valu-
able habitat for feeding, resting and
in some cascs nesting, by an array
of wildlife that includes scveral
species considered threatened or
endangered, or whose numbers are
on the decline in North Carolina,
such as beach amaranth, a plant,
and sea turtles, piping plovers and a
variety of colonial nesting water-
birds.

At least one visitor to the private-
l_\'-uwncd i1sland. environmental ac-
tivist Arthur Cartier of Liule River,
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*Waterfront
clubhouse

*Tennis courts
*Jacuzzi

*Swimming pool
*Private boat dock
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Consult a professional...

rLUGY STANLEY
(919)579-6251 - 642-6990

OCEANISLEBEACH [H

MODELS NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION

1,235 sq. ft. « $75,000 (pre-constructed price);

(Floorplans and Elevations are subject to change Floorplan dimensions are

approximate. Consult
working drawings for actual dimenstons and Information. Elevations

are artlsts’ conceplions. )

. 179 one mile east of Ocean Isle Beach Causeway * 1-800-336-0111 + 919-754.5898




