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Bird Island Preservation Is Their Goal

Guides Lead Nature Walks
Along Bird Island’s Beach

(Continued From Previous Page)

S.C., has seen indications that some
type of large cat, possibly a cougar,
has nested there in recent years.

Interest in preservation of bird
Island rose sharply last year when
devewspment was proposed that
would dramatically change the is-
land.

Its owner, Janie Pace Price. filed
applications seeking permits 1o
build a 1.10-mile system of bridges
and causeway (o restore access 10
the island, specifically to reach a
proposed subdivision of a size and
density yet to be determined. but
referred to in terms of anywhere
from 15 single-family homes to
several hundred bedroom units in
various configurations.

“What they would like is some-
thing I'm totally opposed to,” said
Bill Ducker, Society president. “If
development of the island starts, the
whole character of Bird Island and
Sunset Beach will be entirely dif-
ferent from what it is. 1 think the is-
land 1s part of every property at
Sunset Beach. We all have a stake
ni”

The society organized last Octo-
ber in response to Rep. David Red-

wine's (D-Brunswick) challenge to
develop the extensive grassroots
support needed to raise funds for
purchase of the island.

In a feasibility study for the N.C.
General Assembly released this
June, the N.C. Department of
Environment, Heaith and Natural
Resources said acquisition of Bird
Island by the state would be appro-
priate. It proposed maintaining the
island in its natural state under the
mangement of the N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission, the agency
that administers the Colonial Wat-
erbirds, Nongame & Endangered
Species and Conservation Educa-
tion programs.

“That’s the Jesponse we were
hoping for,” said Ducker.

Membership has grown rapidly
as word spreads of the society’s ef-
fort. From 10 members last Oct-
ober, “we're headed toward 1,500
members,” trecasurer Weddle said in
a mid-June interview. “We've got
members from California to New
York. I'm waiting for some from
foreign countries.”

The group isn’t seeking condem-
nation of the property and doesn't
expect it to be donated for conser-
vation purposes, but has reason to

Guided nature walks are part
Society’s effort to awaken public inte
land just west of Sunset Beach.

of the Bird Island Preservation
rest in the natural beauty of the is-

The walks are led by two members of the Society’s “working™ board
of directors, and typically attract anywhere from one or two to 20 or

more participants.
Nature walkers meet at the 40th
with footgear appropriate for wading

Street walkover at Sunset Beach,
on the low tide and walking, Also,

you might want to include in your daypack sunscreen, insect repelient

and a litter bag.

Choose from these times, dates and themes:

Juiy 20 1 p.m. Sea Turtles, Minnie Hunt

July 21 2 pm. Shelling, Hunt

Aug. 24.......6 a.m. ............Bird Island Past & Present, Frank Nesmith

Aug. 25.......7 am. «.5ea Turtles, Hunt

Aug. 31.......Noon Bird Island Past & Present, Nesmith
believe the opportunity to purchase  process  of  determining  that
the island will exist once a fair mar-  (through  the  permit  application
ket value is established. process).”

“What we're looking for is a
willful seller,” said Minnie Hunt,

have that we need to know what the
island’s value is.
“sShe (Mrs.

Price) 1s in the

The island has a tax book value
ol $539.000. but il permits are ap-
proved tor its development  that
could drive the market value up

sharply.

For the society. it's a matter of
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working while waiting.

Working to build and strengthen
its membership base. to spark puh
lic interest in the future of the i
land. to identty other potential fun
ding sources. and to convince the
public that the island’s beauty and
value as a natural resource 15 wonl
a potentially hefty investment

Membership dues are coming in
at a rate that will support continued
growth and public education efforts
“until the tme we can call on o
membership for the considerable
funds that will be needed 0 pur
chase the island,” said Ducker.

While waiting for action on the
permit  applications, newsleticrs.
walks, fair booths and speeches he
fore community groups arc all part
of the Society’s educational efforts

Hunt and fellow board membes
Frank Nesmith lead the tours of the
island’s public beach. a deep love
of the island evident as they share
information about its history and
the plants and animals it shelters

On 1ts tours, the society stresses
respect the owner's private property
rghts, encouraging visitors 1o sty
at or below the high tude line and
not trespass. not to litter. not 1o
trample dunes. To leave no covi-
dence of their passing.

“We encourage everyone 1o Liake
one of these with them and to use
it.” added board member Clete
Waldmiller, displaying a litter bag

An  “ormithologically  correct
white heron anchors the society’s
logo on brochures and T-shirts. an-
other effort to increase public
awareness of the island’s question-
able future. While memberships are
the largest source of income, T-shirt
sales, hendled by board member
Kim Balbach of Calabash, also h_clp
finance the Society’s communica-
tion efforts. They sell for $10 and
are available at several local stores

"I think the effort has been suc
cessful in terms of numbers. but
cven more successful in terms ol
response from the public. We've
had very little negative response 10
what our goals are,” said Ducker.
who has homes in Florence, S.C..
and on Sunset Beach near Madd
Inlet. “We've had no developers
saying 1o us that we are anti-devel-
opment, anti-growth. That mcans
something in Sunset Beach.”

As might be expécted, member-
ship is strongest among those who
visit the Sunset Beach arca or who
own property there.

Local residents, particular those
newer to the area, are among (hose
getting involved, but the Sociely
would like to see even higher local
participation. It plans to targel
much of its future educational cf-
forts in that direction.

“This island is a jewel and a parl
of Brunswick County's local her-
itage.” said Weddle. “It’s a tremen-
dous asset that a lot of people sim-
ply aren’t aware of."” _

Memberships in the The ij‘ff
Island Preservation Society are $15
per vear, pavable by check. Mem-
berships or inquiries should be
mailed to the Society, P.O. Box
6368, Sunset Beach, N.C. 28470.



