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BY SUSAN USHER
Brunswick County's schools are medi-
ocre, place too little emphasis on academic
success and have room for improvement in
almost all areas, belicve a majority of those
responding to an attitudinal survey con-
ducted in February by the Southport-Oak
Island Chamber of Commerce.

Basing percentages on the total number
of surveys returned, nearly 56 of those sur-
veyed ranked the the schools as fair to mid-
dling when asked to grade the public
schoois on an “A” 10 “F repor card scaie.
Of those, 37.5 percent graded the schools
as “C,” or average, while only 17.5 percent
gave the schools an “A” or “B”.

However, more than four out of every 10
(42.6 percent) gave the schools a “D” or
“F,” mostly “D"s.

How did participants reach those conclu-

sions? More than 81 percent said they use
teacher quality, among other criteria, to
judge school system performance, while 69
percent listed curriculum quality and 60
percent consider standardized test scores.

Most were unimpressed with the school
system’s educational programs for non-col-
lege bound students, college-bound stu-
dents and students with special needs.

While 20 respondents didn’t answer the
question, two out of every three (66.7 per-
cent) ranked discipline and lack of parental
interest (06 percent) as the biggest prob-
lems facing the schools, followed by lack
of student interest (62 percent) and drugs
and alcohol (58 percent).

Iwo issues raised frequently by school
officials, overcrowding and lack of finan-
cial support, drew fewer supporters, 49 per-
cent and 37.7 percent, respectively.

Related stories, Page 2A

Interestingly, while 69 percent rated lack
of parental interest as a problem, 76 percent
of the respondents rated their own involve-
ment as “high” and 23 percent described
themselves as school volunteers.

Sixty percent said they think the schools
place too little emphasis on academic suc-
cess, while 34 percent believe current em-
phasis is sufficient.

The chamber’s education committee
conducted the survey in cooperation with
the county schools, the South Brunswick
islands and North Brunswick chambers,
with the aim of finding ways it could help
the school system improve.

The effort “can’t produce anything but

Most Answering Survey Rate Brunswick Schools As Middling

positive results,” said Superintendent Ralph
Johnston. “We're already addressing some
oflhcmmdwemnlmadymmgm
of the data from the survey”

The survey itself had two specific goals.
The first was to gauge the validity of this
problem statement:

“Too many students in Brunswick
County are, upon graduation from high
school, either unprepared for the job market
or in need of remediation upon entry into
colleges and universities.

“Many potential businesses and residents
choose to go elsewhere because of percep-
tions about the quality of education in this
area.

“it is desired that the quality of education
in Brunswick County, as well as the percep-
tion of that quality, be such that residents
and potential residents not only consider it

adequate for their needs, but also are l-
tracted to the area as a result.”

The committee also wanted to identify
the arcas relating to education that are of
most concern to Brunswick County resi-
dents, so that the committee, school system
and community can focus on those areas
for improvement. The education committee
plans to start work in July with the schools
on projects “to make a positive impact on
education in our county,” according to
chamber executive Karen S. Hope.

“We have a lot of work to do,” said
Frank Blackmon, a CP&L manager and ed-
ucation committee member who presented
the results to the school board earlier this
moiih. “I one group here could lake one
problem, and another group take another

problem, perhaps we could solve some of
these problems.”
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IMMUNITY STILL A QUESTION

BYERICCARISON
Two weeks after

Alexander’s lawsuit
was dismissed in federal court, the former clerk to
Commissioners has ap-
pealed the decision and filed a new state court ac- imuyddenges. That”

tion against the county and the three board mem- o
bers who voted to eliminate her job.
While making the same charges of racial and
political discrimination in her federal
Alexander’s new lawsuit also claims

“If you purchase liability
insurance, you waive all

Jjust a slam dunk.”

like to see us go to trial as soon as possible.”

—Attorney Martha Geer

have already prepared their case for federal court,
sol'mmdylogomdlhcyrcmdylnp I'd

Geer said the claim of “legislative immunity”
won’t apply in the state courts because the North
Cuo!mCmnmdounuplmmof-
being sued for oificial actions that

Former Clerk Sues County In State Courts

that ruling to be appealed all the way
mdaeNC.‘iuplmCmmbywhmhcvetsuhlu-
cs.

“It’s a complete defense for us, so we’ll file it
in superior court and take it as far as we have to
£0,” Ramos said. “Appeals courts are expensive,
but not as expensive as a trial would be.”

Consequently, Ramos said it would be unlikely
for a jury to hear the Alexander case for two to

three years.
Alexander, who is black and a registered
Democrat, was a county employee for more than

lbyunmddutlnthcbwdfmover 10 years.
Her position was written out of the budget after
ReplblmShwmdlmupnedHoldulo

Manager Seeks
Deeds Job Cuts,
New Pay Classes
In Budget Plan

BY ERIC CARLSON
Three jobs would be cut from the
register of deeds office and all

missioners by Interim County Man-
ager Charles McGinnis Monday.
ing plan calls for a county tax rate of

58.5 cents per $100 of property val-
uation, a_ru‘ltactionof‘)..ﬁc:nsﬁm
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The commissioners informally ac-
cepted McGinnis’s recom-
mendations, including 097 in
miscellaneous cuts, and considered
an additional $25,000 reduction in

Despite recent protests from
school system supporters who want
menmyfathehoadofeduu-

The board was scheduled to hold
another budget workshop
night at 6 p.m., after

appeared at
Monday's meeting to ask for in-
cieases in their proposed budget al-
locations. No one from the school
administration or board of education
Economic
ic Development Commis-
sion Director Tom Monks requested
money for a new car, updated com-
puter equipment and full-time status
for a part-time
“This is the minimum we need to
maintain the momentum we’ve de-
veloped over the past year,” Monks
said.

B ick C ity Coll
President Michael Reaves asked the
commissioners to increase the coun-
ty’s recommended allocation to the
college by $139,932 to help pay op-
erational costs for the newly com-
pleted Odell Williamson Audi-

improperly cause damage to an employee.

torium.

Alexander’s attomey also asseried that the Robert

filing such an action in state courts, county gave up the right to claim immunity from the clerk to the board should black,” the quested this year. McGinnis recom- Smith asked the commissioners to
Earlier this month. U.S. District Court Judge civil action when it bought liability insurance to Alexander lawsuit says. “He also stated that the mended that the new job be cut from reconsider McGinnis’s recommen-

James C. Fox ruled that the commissioners had mvupouﬂﬂchmhuchc-n. board needed to fire (Alexander) because of her the budget along with two positions dation to shut down the in-house

* ive i i "andconldmlhemdm "tfympﬂuel insurance, you waive political affiliation.” that have not been filled for the past  food service.

federal courts for

iability
defenses,” Geer said. “That’s just a _ At the new board’s first meeting, the commis-  year.

all immunity (See COUNTY, Page 2-A)
slam dunk. It's so clear under state law that 1

wouldn’t even raise it as a defense, although they
probably will.”

view. mwmwmﬂy‘m
bly hasn’t” been formally recognized as a defense

board members named in the action “
communicate or work with™ Alexander.
'Aplhdwamnoldmad-

of Appeals. in North Carolina courts. But because of that, the vised (Alexander) to distance her self from the
the merits state appeals courts are likely to look to federal commissioners in the minority, LE. (Gene)
the possibility of a trial rulings for guidance in deciding whether legisla- Pinkerton and Frankie Rabon—individuals that
case can be  tive immunity should apply. Holden perceived as adversaries.”
m&maw&uuymllumu Ramos said he “totally expected” to see the Both Pinker'on and Rabon were also
Alexander case in state courts and plans to intro- commissioners.
"I‘heﬁedu:lmlmgshmkhlhve-yhe-; duce a motion asking a local judge to grant the In their final meeting of the fiscal year, Holden,
Geer said. “Both sides same immunity allowed by the federal judge. He (See ALEXANDER, Page 2-A)

Supply’s ‘Miracle Baby’ Comes Home

BY LYNN CARLSON inches long. His feeding tube is out, and he’s cating by
The youngest heart transplant ever at UNC
Children’s Hospital came home to Supply for the first
time on Sunday, four months after being born with what
only a blessing kept from becoming a fatal abnormality.
Logan Pottorff, son of Eddie and Alicia Pottorff of
Supply, was bom with h ic left heart syn-
drome—the side of the heart which pmnploxypnw
vody was not developed. His only hope was a
realized when a donor organ became avail-
able March 24. His new heart came from a 20-pound
two-year-cld whose identity is unknown to the Pottorffe,
Until Logan reaches the weight of his domor, his icfi
bronchi will corntinue 1o be almost completely com-
pressed and his left vocal chord will be paralyzed, mak-
ing it tricky for him to eat and difficult for him to cry,
ing to his mom. Otherwise, he’s not too fragile to
be held and played with, as long as he’s protected
against sunlight and sick people.
l-lenowwelghllpuundsitms.mdmnlmﬂ

Logan still mqmwuhlyummanpelllﬁl,
special formulas and ten medications. on the
WWMMWGIHMM
high-tech hospitalization, endless prescriptions, and
medical care estimated to cost $3,000 a month for the
rest of his life, and you get a bill few families could pay.

The Pottorffs have been taken under the wing of the
Children’s Transplant Association, which has
mm"m&xlnpamkmzwmw_-m;t
NatlonsDank, accoidiing o ram Daics, coordinator for
Logan’s local fundraising campaign. _

But for now, financial worvies have been obscured by
the joy of a sick baby's second chance. “He's great.
We’re blessed,” proclaims his very tired mother.

If you’re on the street in Brunswick County and come
across an infant wearing tiny sunglasses or a miniature
surgical mask, you'll know you've seen a miracle.

Buii On Board
Dan Coley of Albemarie shows off a beautiful, 28-pound bull doi-
phin landed during a recent fishing trip aboard the “Seahorse” out
of Holden Beach. Last week was a good one for area anglers as a
mbmmmmmmm




