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BY SUSAN USHER

You can’t see it, taste it or smell it, but there could
be lead in your drinking water, perhaps more than is
safe to drink over time.

Bmdontpanrlhep'oblcmmbercnwdwd.

'l‘hsslhedoubleml.ury(:nmdumof
public utilities at Sunset Beach, is sharing with town
homeowners and renters this week.

“Evaythmgwasﬁnetheﬁrsmmmhsoftm
ing,” said Crim, “but in the second six months we had
three households over the limit on lead. Two were real
hxghandonewasshghﬂyclevaled.

Since July 1, 1993, public water systems have been
rcquuedtosnmpleforleadmdmppcrmutmmm
SuaneachhasZDregular sarapling sites and 20
back-up sites, all homes built betwaen 1982 and 1987,
plunﬂ)edwuhooppuamlhavmgleadsolda and with
no point-of-use filter system.

Residents take the samples themselves, removing
the strainer from the kitchen faucer, flushing the system
well with running water, and then letting the water
su:mlnuuplpcsmmmmsmwnmgmnclum
taking the sample.

In the last round of tests, three homes exceeded the
EPA’s standard of 15 parts of lead per billion.

When that happens, said Crim, federal regulations

uﬂymng&mwmﬁnmdmﬂplm
"Weduath:vcanyleadmonrm said Crim,
snuhastobeml.hehunmwm side.” The home-
owner’s side includes the service Iﬂdmg
mctctlolhehoummdlheplunhng serves the

water drawn {Tom the @p in e morning, or in e ai-
ternoon on return from school or work, can contain
fairly high levels of lead.

Lead in drinking water rarely is the sole cause of
lead poisoning but can make up 20 percent or more of a

Sunset Sampling Wafer Agcnn After Lead Content Comes In High'

person’s total exposure to lead, according to the EPA,
especially for infants who drink formula or juice con-
centrates mixed with water.

lfwonmdlludgeummsbody it poses a
sipnﬁau health risk, particularly to young children

and pregnant women.

Lead builds up in the body over time and can cause
damage to the brain, red blood cells and kidneys.
Amounts of lead that won’t hurt adults can slow down

normal mental and physical development of growing
bodies.

Other sources of lead that children routinely come
in contact with include dust and dirt, which makes it
important to wash their hands and toys often and to try
to make sure they only put food in their mouths.

When a bome has clevated lead levels in its drink-
ing water supply there are steps that can be taken to re-
duce exposure, according to Crim.

These include:

B using water from the cold water tap for drinking
mdmotmg.mnudoftheho(www

W periodicaiiy fiushing tie iines (remove sisaiucr,
nmwaler3w5mmum)tomnmelomelndsoklu
and debris from plumbing materials installed in new
homes or homes in which the plumbing has been re-
placed recently;

@ check to see if your copper pipes are joined with
lead solder that has been installed illegally since it was

banned in 1986. If so, notify the plumber and ask that
the lead-free solder. Lead

id
L
E

residence is made of lead. If so, you'll need to have the
line replaced with copper, steel iron or plastic pipe.

M have an clectrician check your home’s wiring. If
gmundmgwm:sarealhchedlolheptp&.nmuldm-
crease Corrosion. Find out if the wiring can be ground-
ed elsewhere; don't try to change it yourself.

More extreme options include purchasing or leasing
a home filtration/treatment device that removes lead or
purchasing bottled water for drinking and cooking.

Contact the county health deputmcnt (253-4381) or
state public water supply section (919-733-2321) if lead
solder was 1l|cg:lly installed in your home, or to find
vul mRAC el Wi ucann chccts of kad and how o
have a child’s blood tested for the oflead

Sunset Beach Town Hall has building permit
records thzt could list the plumbing contractor that
plumbed a particular home.

Pickets Must Go Back Up On Porches

BY SUSAN USHER

Why not rip out the pickets across
the front of your beach house porch,
install a screen to keep out the bugs,
sit back and enjoy the breeze and an
improved view?

Ask Sunset Beach Building In-
spector Dan Cordell: It may be an
increasingly popular to remove the
railing, but it violates state building
code. It’s a safety hazard, especially
for unsuspecting children.

Cordell believes most
owners aren’t aware of either prob-
lem when they rip the pickets from
their porches, especially when they
look up the street and a neighbor’s
done the same thing.

“Legally | can post a condemna-
tion notice,” he said, and that’s what
he’s doing, though he had hoped
town council could suggest a faster,
more diplomatic solution when ap-
proached last week. He had already
tried talking with rental agencies to
see if they could address the problem

to homeowners, without success.

Cordell is not abruptly shutting
down affected rental houses, but
posting each picket-free cottage with
a notice of unsafe conditions and no-
tifying the owners by letter. If the
property owner fails to take “prompt
corrective  action” to the
pickets, a hearing will be held with
the inspector and an order to correct
issued. That order can be appealed
to the town council.

The maximum length of time in-
volved in the process would be 60
days, past the peak rental season,
unless Cordell finds “imminent dan-
ger to life and property.” Then the
time frame can be shortened.

“We need to give them some time
to correct it,” said Councilwoman
Cherri Cheek. “It will be difficult for
carpenters to get in there while peo-
ple are renting.”

“The first kid that falls through
the screen porch and is killed, we’ll
forget our liberal ‘give them time’

position,” suggested Councilman
Herb Klinker.

Council also told Cordell he
doesn’t need to continue acting as an
informal advisor to individuals who
decide to serve as their own
contractor, but don’t know what
they're doing.

“We don’t have enough time to
babysit one person trying to save
some money,” Cordell told council,
suggesting his department begin of-
fering journeyman testing to insure
that anyone who dzcides to be their
own contractor is qualified to do so.

But testing could be “an adminis-
trative nightmare,” Councilman
Herb Klinker suggested.

Instead, town Attorney Mike Is-
enberg suggested he simply do what
state law allows the inspector to do.
“You can just issue a stop work or-
der,” he said. “Then it’s up to them
to bring the work into compliance
with the code.”

A re-inspection fee can be

;_Q.@Q WILL EN;ABLE M 10 QQ Nu
Grants To Fund Child Care Program

A sernies of grants from the State
Board of Community Colleges will

Anita White, dnmaorofumnpu-
satory education at BCC and a state
CASAS literacy trainer, has received
two basic skills demonstration pro-
ject grants from the state board.

A $40,000 grant will enable BCC
to continue using CASAS, the Com-
prehensive Adult Student As-
sessment System, in its own literacy
program, to train other instructors in
the southeastern region, and to de-
velop curriculum and resource mate-
rials to fit each basic skills program
site.

Another $25,878 will be used to
rework the curriculum guide used by

“The curriculum we’re using was
written in 1984 and it’s not really
been looked at in 10 years. Our staff
members are looking into rewriting
it. It needs to be more specific, more
workable.

“Unless you have a really creative
instructor you have difficulty mak-
ing it work for teachers or students,”
she said.

The existing objectives of the cur-
riculum are too broad and don't re-
late di:ectlytolhequalitynmdlr&

the programs are expected (0 meet.

“Programs need to be able to
show their progress in relation to the
standards,” she said.

Another state grant of $30,639 to
BCC will help single parents in fi-
nancial need to continue their educa-
tion by providing childcare.

“Some students are able to fulfill
a liiclong drearn because of our

PDeliciows

baked daily

childcare program,” said Marcia
Pittman. “Last year we were able to
help quite a few students. It's a min-
istry.”
'lbepmgnmmmm;ny 100
percent of all childcare expenses for
cligible full-time students with non-
school age children. Where appro-
priate, some after-school care is pro-
vided.

fresh lead

in cut shop!

SPECIAL
Italian &

French Bread

Custom designed birthday cakes by Mickie
Any size—for 6 to 60 people!

MICKIE'S DONUT SHOPPE AND BAKERY

754-2996

1 YOU LOOK GREAT! |

charged every time work must be
torn out and rebuilt and reinspected
for compliance.

Cordell received support from
council if no quick solution to an-
other concem of his.

He had been requiring permits for
major reroofing work, thinking it
wumovemghlthnmo&wmt
specifically covered in the state
building code.

The town wasn’t making any
money off the permits, but the
process allowed him to inspect work
in progress and make the contractor
do it again if it wasn't done right.

But Cordell was “backed to the
wall” in a challenge and lost. State
code, it turns out, allows major re-
pairs of a roof and even placing a
mfofthesmegndeandtypeo
material over an existing roof, with-
out a permit.

“I tried my best to have that clause
pulled out but the (State Building)
Code Council wouldn’t act on it.”

But Cordell isn’t giving up. At his
request, council authorized Town
Attorney Mike Isenberg to draft a
resolution to send to state legislators
asking them to support an amend-
ment to change the defective law.

“I would like to see the law
changed,” said Cordell. “There's
nothing protecting these homeown-
m""
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PAYING TOO MUCH?

AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE
DWI? TOO MANY POINTS?

Call Debbie Wheeler 754-2888

for iow .icwn payment and !ovw monthly payments

INSURANCE SERVICES

143 Promenade Park, Suile 4, Hwy. 130, Shallotte
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@ SEACOAST

- AUTO - PERSONAL

RESIDENTIAL »

LUNCH BUFFET

MONDAY-FRIDAY 11-2:30

Open Sundays
-8:30

A BENEFIT FOR SCHOLARSHIPS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
BRUNSWICK COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOUNDATION

*

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 6:30 PM

EVENING
EXTRAVAGANZA

00 RAFEL

"$69 of ticket price Is tax deductible by current IRS laws. There will be a cash bar avallable.

TICKETS: BCC FOUNDATION OFFICE,
(910) 754-6900, 343-0203, OR 457-6329

YOU MAY WIN A

*l 994 JEEP WRANGLER 4X4
mnhphyamleep,m ONLY 300 TICKETS

[HCKET *INCILUDES

L EGAN

SUPPLY, NC

.D. Morris today for...

THE CLEAN

l1AIR CHOICE™

In Beautiful Decorator Flat and

Glidden’ Duwaelnh Wﬁnl hl
s new a
mmtmmnmnm-
finest latex paint that is free of any VOC'S (Volatile Organic

. the solvents contained in most paints which can
I mudmmmmmmmw

Your Optician Must Be
. "f; Optleal Gallery.

New Selection of Designer
Frames from

C'lriuian

vor

a
i)

*Interior Flat
Wall Paint

17

Soml-Glm
memumm&

-Amt:mmmmmmm

MILLIKEN HOME CENTER

The Shaiiotie Eieciric Siores Compiex
754-6000 + Bus. Hwy. 17 Shallotte

sacrifice any of the quality that Glidden paints are famous for.

: )
MNT'GALQPE : Spred 2000-A Better Way To Paint

&
GUCCI

WE ARRANGE EYE EXAMS.

"Clip & Save™ ™ == ==
YOUR CHOICE OF ANY FRAME IN mcu
7 'chase: Not 9003 wih Gy othor specicl ofer EXPIRES 73194
orr QPTICAL GALLERY |

Across from Sandiiddier itestaurant, Hwy. 130, Shaioiie I

*Virtually no odor during and after application
*Superior one-coat coverage, so you get done in lass time
*Applies easily

CALL TODAY 754 - 468
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