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LESSON

FAITHFULNESS

International Sunday Sechool Lesson
for December 29, 1940

Lesson Text: Luke 12:35-48
Somehow it seems particularly ap-
propriate that we end this year’s
léssons with an admonition to faith-
fulness. With a brand new year just
a few days off, Jesus’s words 88 to
what is expected of his followers
ought to be a challenge to all Qhris-
tians Yo resolve to live more faith-
fullying in the coming year.

(In order to live one’s life fully
and faithfully as a Chyristian should,
we have to prepare ourselves for liv-
:z and making ready for dying and

e life hereafter. Perceiving the
danger that his disciples might be-
come so absorbed in preparing for

ing this life by providing for their

ysical needs (which is proper in
its place), Jesus _urged that they
pace his kingdom first and be alwaya
preparew for his return.

“In order to make his meaning
clearer to his listeners, Jesus related
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the story of the master who found
his servants faithful and waiting for
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him, whereupon he rewarded them.
In a similar parable Jesus declared
that the master of the house does not
know at what hour the thief may
come and, for this reason, he must
be constantly on his guard to pro-
tect his possessions. He applied the
message of these parables to his dis-
ciple in the words: *“Be yve also
ready: for in an hour that ye think
not, the Son of man cometh."

There are two phases in life for
which we must be prepared. We
must prepare ourselves to [ive life
at its fullest and best. This natur-
ally includes the proper cultivation
and development of the three-fold
nature of an individual—his body,
his mind and his soul. We should
not develop either nature, averlook-
ing any other, Many people anx-
iously watch the development of
their physical beings, doing every-
thing necessary to the proper care
of their bodies, with never g thought
to the culture of their mental or
spiritual natures.

There are parents in every com-
munity who see to it, even to the
point of personal sacrifice, that their
children have the necesasry require-
ments for proper development of
their bodies who, apparently, have no
thought to the development of their
children’s spiritual or mental nature,

. The second phase for which we
must be prepared is Christ’s second
coming., At times people have be-
come very excited about the return
of our Lord, even to the extent of
predicting the exact day and time.
Some have sold their property, left
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As we look back over the
year just past we fully realige*.
the factors that have com-
bined to make possible such

think of any number of in-
stances where your friendship
and your influence have been

institution and it is with this

stop for a moment at this
happy Yuletide to wish you
all the joys of the season. We
hope that your every Christ-
mas wish will be granted, that
this will be a most han=v oc-
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the everyday world and gathered on a
high mountain so as to le among
the first to greet him. Luke declar-
es, “The Son of man cometh at an
hour when ye think not.” Mark also
declares: “But that day and ‘hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son
but the Father. Take ye heed, watch
and pray: for ye know not when the
time is.”

We do not need to concern our-
selves over the time. Our chief con-
cern is that we ghall always live so
as to be ready when he does come.
Readiness for his gecond coming can
be measured by our faithfulness in
telling others of his first ecoming,
And, we should remember that twe
cannot be ready for his coming with-
out adequate preparation, The ath-
lete who has not been thoroughly
trained cannot hope to win the race.
The Christian who has not given
some thought to his preparation can-
not hope to merit the reward given
for faithful stewardship.

Christ urges us to be ready, to be
lik§ servants looking for the peturn
of their lord from a wedding feast,
We must, of course, first of all take

 Jesus into our hqu-g and plives as
we will sincerely try to live the kind

upeful, serviceable lives. + A life of
‘this kind will hel

and will be a
lividg testimony to the power and
‘ Christ.

Wl of us will have to
Aace to face with God. Are
j r that day?
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Rupert Ainsley Weds

Ruth Batten Friday

Miss Ruth Batten and Rupert

Ainsley, both members of ‘,h@_‘ Per- /
quimans Central Grammar bchool,
faculty, were married at thc Hex't-
ford Baptist Church on Friday S_tf-
ternoon at 3 o'clock. 'The servm:;
was read by the Rev. Clarence E.
Hobgood.
# Mfsa. Ainsley is a native of Thel-
ma, N. C., and a graduate of Thelfna
High School and Eastern _ Carolina
Teachers College a* Greenville.

Mr. Aigsley is a graduate of Cres-
well Schooks‘and also of Eastern
Carolina Teachers College.

Mr. Aindley is the principal at
Central Grammar School, having
taught at the school for the : five
years. Mrs. Ainsley hits be teach-
ing at the Winfall schooli for two
eaTS, '
}ef\fter a wedding trip to Florida,
the couple will return here to make
their home.

DELLA SHAMBURGERS MEET

The Della Shamburger Missfonary
Society of the Methodist Church met
Monday evening at the home of Mrs,
J. H. Towe, Jr. Mrs. C, T. Skinner
was in charge.of a very interesting
program. Nine members wehe pres-
ent. After the business selision and
pregram,. the hostess served a sand-
wich course.




