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LOOKING AT WASHINGTON

By Hugo S, Sims, Washington Correspondent

Anmy Planes Without Gas
Charge Creates Concern

The Arr'ny was short of combat

‘gesoline in March, according to Un-

der Secretary of War Patterson who
asserts that planes were actually
grounded for lack of gaa.

This, it seems to us, is the most
gerious charge that has come out of
Washington in the course of the war.
It is hard to believe that Mr, Patter-
son meant to say that our aircraft in
fighting areas were without gas but
the puzzle is where the planes were
grounded.

The War Department official in-
sigts that unless “drastic measures”
are taken in time to complete plants
now started there will be a shortdge
of 100-octane gasoline and “there can
be no question that our offensive will
be materially weakened.”

Whether the Armiy has sufficient
gas for its planes is more important
than any squabble between Mr. Pal-
terson and Mr. Jeffers, head of the
rubber drive. Secretary Ickes states
that the gap between scheduled pro-
duction and actual production of 100-
octane gasoline is “beginning to
show up markedly,”

The Secretary of the Inlerior says
the preference for the rubber pro-
gram was a sock in the jaw for the
100-octane gasoline program. Appar
ently he joins those who helieve that
Mr. Jeffers, in his desire to make a

record on rubber, has taken machin-

ery needed for both escort ships and
combat gasoline.

1942 Ship Losses Revealed
U-Boats Not Sole Enemy

The Special Senate Committee in-
vestigating war production, some time
referred to as the Truman Commil
tee, recently reported that sub
marines in 1942 were taking an aver-
age of one million tons of shipping a
month, and that this, in the agpre
gate, was largor than Angla-Amer)-
can new conztruction.

Secretary Knox  promptly
sue with the report,
estimate of losses was “very seriously
off” and adding that the figure of
one million tons a month must Linve
come from “some uninformed source,
probably common posgip.”

A subsequent statement, issued hy
the Navy to clear up differences
assertions, revealed
records kept since the war heg
1939 showed that submarines
account for slightiy over fifty
cent of all merchant vesgsels sunk hy
hoth sides.

The Navy also stated that “in terms
of tonnage” there is “nn great differ
ence in the Navy and Committee fig
ures for 1942, but pointed ont ihat
this figure included all losses and not
Insses from submarine operations
alone,

Reviewing the entire shipping situ-
ation in 1942, the Navy reported that
the United Nations had a net loss in
the year of nearly one million gross
tons of shipping. This evidently in-
cludes ships lost in the Far East as
well as those destroyed by enemy ac-
tivity other than the submarines.
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Lewis Exposes Miners' Case
Little Steel Formula Feared

The reasons given by John L. Lewis
for not submitting the case of the
coal miners to the War Labor Board
practically amount to a confession
that the demands of the coal miners
go beyond the policy that has been
set mp to adjust wages throughout
the comtry.

Tt should be understood that the
War Labor Board was established to
pass on wage settlements and that 1t
has been accepted by practically all
employers and unions as a court of
last resort for the settlement of la-
bor disputes in wartime.

Confronted with the duty of decid-
ing the troublesome question of wage
increases, the War Labor Board de-
fined a policy that has become Imown
asg the Little Steel Formula. When
workers ask for increased wages, the

. Board, using the formula, applies a

uniform test to all demands and,
when the facts warrant wage in-
creases on the basis of an increased
cost of living, grants them.

Mr. Lewis says that the War
Labor Board (1) “prejudged the case
of the Ameriean coal miners,” and
(2) would be bound, in the case of
the coal miners, to reatrict its deci-
sion “to the basis of the Little Steel
formula” and “deny our every re-

decision.

Treasury Saves $2,539,000,000
Contracts Are Renegotiated

Since April 28, 1942, the Treasury
Department has had the authority to
renegotiate contracts and subcon-
tracts entered into by the War and
Navy Departments and the Mari’
time Commission.

It is reported that saving effected,
up to March 31st, amounted to $2,-
539,000,000, of which $955,100,000
represents actual refunds by con-
tractors and the balance reductions in
contract prices.

The value of the act, signed by
the President more than a year ago,
is now self-evident, It ig also plain
that, without it, the government
would be unable to save the §2,589,-
000000 which it has managed to re-
coup. We donbt if anybody would

ingt
ll'l‘l

now oppose the passage of the act in
fuestion,
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all at onee, that conlractors were un-
congeionable in theip relations  with
the government.  The cost of pro-
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proved mueh {han  expected
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the part of contractors
eontract figures.
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schedules Only Reduced
Need Vast War Production

Taking cognizance of concern aris-

tions in the production program for
the Army, Lieutenant-General Bre-
hon B. Somervell points out that it
is not accurate to infer that these
reductions have been caused by any
accumulations of munitions beyond
our needs and our capacity to ship.

The General pointed out that over-
all strategy must guide the produc-
tion of material, and that it is import-
ant to realize that reported reduc-
tions represent “a reduction in sche-
dules laid out but not achieved, but
not an actusl reduction in terms of
production.”

While we have a reserve of certain
material and our overseas needs “are
being met” we are “providing our
own troops in training this year with
only a part of major critical items.”

He expressed belief that our Allies,
who have been equipping their armies
for a much longer period of time,
should have their capital needs by

will not be so equipped until later in
1944,

Rumors of “vast quantities of
arms and ammunition being stored”
in excess of our ability to transport
them overseas may not be enemy in-
spired, but the General thinks that
“certainly the enemy could plant no
more subtle propaganda in the minds
of oar people.”

Referring specifically to the ship-
ping situation, General Somervell as-
gerts that “there have been no huge
accumulations of stores which could
not be moved overseas” and adds, “in
point of fact, we are still not free
from difficulties in providing essen-
tial cargo for the shipping which is
available to us.”

Planes Many, Reids Few
U. 8. Bombing Grows Slowly .

The United States turned out 48,-
000 planes in 1942 and Donald Nelson
says that production will reach the
7,000-a-month rate in April or cqme

close to. it

In February, Robert Patterson,
Undersecretary of War, reported pro-
duction at the 5,500-mark and said
that more than sixty-five percent. of
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Increase In Egg
Production Here

The “little red hen,” smallest of
the farm animals in Eastern Carolina
is doing her part in the war effort in
a great big way if the figures in the
Farm Security Administration ofl"ice|
in Hertford are any indication.

A summary of the 1942 record for
148 Farm Security Administration
borrowers in Perquimans County
ghows whatl small farmers can do with
poultry if they are properly advised
and realize that they are aiding in
the war effort by carrying out their
advice,

In 1941 these families had 9,050
hens that produced 61,183 dozen egges.
In 1942 they increased their hens to
14,282 and the egg produection jumped
to 111,925 dozen eggs. They raised
27,898 haby chicks in 1941 and in-
creased that to 84,225 in 1942, This
made an average of 96.5 hens, 766
dozen eggs and 281 baby chicks per
farm for 1942 for the FSA families
in Perquimans County.

From the food side this praduction
would allow  the families all the
chitkens and  egrs they needed  for

Serious Protein Feed
Shortage Developing

A serious shortage of protein feeds
in North Carolina ame throughout the
Southeast for pourtry, swine and
cattle was indicatea at a feed conser-
vation and proauction conference
held on May 4 and 6 at Greenshoro.
Officials of the State College Ex-
tension Service, the State Depart-
ment of Agriculture and other eo-
operating agricultural agencies met
with the oil millers, feed processors
and livestock and poultry growers to
work eut methods of dealing  with
the shortage.

The consensus of opinion seemed to
be that there were aboul enough pro-
teins to lagl only one month, actually
in sight.  The ordinary of
coltonseed and soybean  meal have
“mysteriously  disappeared.” Fish
medl and bone meal are not to be had,
Corn at a ceiling price  of $1.08 is
now coming oul of the Wesl, where
corn  marketed through hops s
bringing about $1.50 a bushel, Col-
tonseed meal at $35,00 per ton has
produced a “hlack market.”

North  Carahinn's  lorgrest
rower, with 230000 Jayers andl 98-
DOl pullets, reported that he had just
enougzh protein for
of feeding.  Ope

supplies

ponltey

about two wieeks

oty "'}-'."""- re

chicks, 710 4-week chicks, 760 six-
week chicks, and 550 chicks about two
months old. Not content with this,
Elliott has placed orders for two
more shipments of 750 and 1,100
chicks to come at an early date. Also,
he had 450 pedigreed laying hens on
the firing line, bringing in large bas-
kets of eggs every day.

In many sections of North Caro-
lina, there 18 only about one brood
sow to each ten to twenty families,
Elliott wanted to make the swine
barrel on his gun extra large, 50 he
has put in six brood sows and is
furnishing feeder pigs for neighbor-

exceed the war goals requested. He
is urging Granville farmers to grow
an increased acreage of the legumi-
nous crops that bring good hays and
the oil-bearing c¢rops for plenty of
protein meals.

Whoa
Customer—"Are these aggs strictly
fregh ?”

Grocer (to his clerk)—“Feel those
eggs, George, and see if they're cool
enough to sell yet."”
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family use. In addition it furnishied
a surplus of 94725 dozen  eegs and
27,8345 chickens fur sale. This  sur-
plus would feed 3,157 serviee men all
the they nedded for 12 months,
aceording tn food standards  of the|
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TAYLOR THEATRE

EDENTON, N. C,
“WE HAVE THE SHOWS"

Friday, May 14—

Mary Martin, Dick Powell,
Betty Hutton, Eddie Bracken
and Rudy Vallee in
“HAI'DY GO LUCKY™
Filmed In Beautiful Technicolor

Saturday, May 15

Buster Crabhe and Al 51,

“"BILLY THE
0O

John in
KiD IN FUGITIVE
THE PLAINS"

Sunday, May 16—1oubl: Fealure
Mitry Lee and John Archer in
CSHANTYTONNY
Also Malt Disney's
“SALUDOS AMIGOS™

Monday-Tuesday,
John Garfield, Gig
Carey, George
hennedy and

"ATR

Man 14
Feature 10e
Ritz Bros, an
CBEHIND THE BT
D P Iads in
MG TOWAN"

May 17-18—
Young, Harry
Tobias, Arthur

James Brown in
FORCEY

Wodnesiny,

Ihouble and 25¢

Y N P

Ahorsdiy Veidioy, May 209
Tom Helt and Bonita Granville
“HITEER'S CHILDRENT
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Joret The moderneconomical woy
o restyle your Amm?btm/

ADD NEW HOMELIXE CHARM TO ROOMS
THAT HAVE GROWN DRAB AND DINGY!

Say goadbye to those dingy walls that just won’t re-
spond to your hardest efforts to clean them! This
'year, restyle thoge surfaces with a coat of Athey’s
| Interior Gloss . . . a paint that’s made especially for
your walls and woodvork.

¥Yon can use it on any kind of surface . . . wood,
plaster or metal. It flows quickly and easily from
your brush, smooths itself out magieally to leave an
even, lustrous coat of beautiful sheen and color.
And you may wash it repeatedly with plain soap and
water without dulling any of its original, glorious
lua!re. You can get Athey’s Interior Gloss in a va-
nely of soft, harmonious shades that add style and
charm to any room. See your
mearest Athey dealer today . . .
select the colors you like best
for the rooms that meed it
most!
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