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On Christmas Day

This Christmas Season, 1972,
the mystery and magic of
Christmas night are very real
as hundreds of millions of
people in small countries and
great nations across the
breadth of the world join hands
in the eternal wish of peace on
earth and goxdwill toward men.

In this day of instant com-

munications, flashing in words
and pictures the sometimes
confusing kaleidoscope of world
events, il seems appropriale to
give thanks for one gift that has
preserved the humanity and the
hard-won. accumulated
knowledge of men through
thousands of vears - the gift of
the written word. In countless
languages, the written word has
spanned the whaole surface of
the Earth making knowledge of
God and the teachings of Christ
life-long, everyday companions
of men and women everywhere
Through the written word all
men know the story of Christ-
mas. These words endure to be
read and reread again and
again. How else could the story
of Tinv Tim and the name of
Charles Dickens have become
synonymous with the Spirit of
Christmas?

Countless millions of children
have listened in breathless
wonder as their parents read
the fantasy-conjuring words of
“The Night Before Christmas” -
the reindeer. the fur-trimmed
red suit and the jolly cry of,
“Merrv Christmas to all and to
all a good night!" These words,
written in 1823 by an American
minister and poet, Clement C,
Moore, are here today as part of
the living legend of Christmas.
So. let's give thanks for the
written word. Its power has
preserved the Spirit of
Christmas:and its wisdom may’
vet save mankind from his own
folly

Veterans’

Administration§

The Veterans Administration
and Bankers Life Nebraska, a
mutual insurance company,
have signed a contract for
group mortgage protection life
insurance for severely disabled
veterans who qualify for special
VA grants to adapt their
housing to their handicaps,
H.W. Johnson, Director of the
Winston-Salem VA Regional
Office, announced today.

The insurance program was
started under legislation that
became effective in August 1871
and has been handled under a
hinder arrangement with the
company while contract details
were being worked out, Johnson
pointed out. Face value of in-
surance now in force totals
more than §70 million.

Signing the contract in
Washington November 21, were
Administrator of Veterans
Affairs Donald E. Johnson and
George B. Cook, Chairman and
Chiel Executive Officer of the
company. which has its home
offices in Lincoln

-Johnson said . that . the
program provides for payifg off
mortgages of up to $30,000 on
death of veterans who have
built or adapted homes to ac-
ommodate wheelchairs or to
adjust otherwise for disabilities
that resulted * from military
service.

VA granis up to $17,500 for
this special housing. .

Johnson said that nearly 5,000
veterans now have the mort-
gage insurance and that 160
claims were paid during the
first fifteen months of the
program. The average claim
was for about $14,500.

The veteran pays a premium

equal to what he would pay for -

imsurance of the same amount if
he were able bodied. and VA
pays the balance. This is
resulting in VA paying about 8
percent of the cost of the in-

region. When the program
hegan there were ap-
proximately 20 clubs. There are
now 28, several were reac-
tivated, and 5 groups are now in
the process of organizing new
clubs, These clubs include about

-+ 700 members. The staff has also

worked directly with the
Distriet  Senior  Citizen
Organization and with the
Economiec Improvement
Council's Program on aging. A
majority of the Senior Citizen
Clubs were originally started by
EIC.

The need is great for ad-
ditional In-Home Services to
enable the elderly to remain in
their own homes as long as they
choose. Expansion of these
services has been encouraged.
Homemakers are provided by
Social Service in 3 of the 10
counties. They are Pasquotank,
Dare and Washington, Home
Health Services are provided by
5 of the county health depart-
ments. Working with the
Comprehensive Health Plan
ner, efforts are being made to
assist 2 counties in obtaining
“seed money'' from the
Governor's Council on Aging to
initiate Home Health Services.
They are Washington and Gates
Counties.

In addition to In-Home Ser-
vices efforts have been made to
provide additional nursing and
boarding homes. A survey by
the staff in April revealed no
vacancies at the two nursing
facilities and only 3 openings in
the 27 hoarding homes. It is now
necessary to place a number of
patients outside the region.

A medical facility is being
supported by the aging
programs on the coast to bhe
located in Dare County on
donated land. It would serve
both nursing and hoarding
patients, as well as providing
for emergency (treatment,
Individuals are being en-
couraged to operate boarding
homes in several counties. A
loan is being sought for an in-
dividual to erect a boarding
home in Chowan County, which
has no bogrding home.

A Volunteer Sitter Program
was initiated at Chowan
Hospital to provide sitters at no
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To you and your family . . . may this
be your happiest Christmas ever.
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As we celebrate this ]oyoua occasion of the birth
of the Christ Child, let us remember especially the -
hope that was born anew and the love,that filled the world -
on that first Christmas. May Mﬂl]htthlllﬂlﬂl!
so that peace and u_lﬂltﬂm“FNVlﬂ among m “
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" Wird Bisnchgrd Today, on the eve of one of the most far-reaching advent of
Praprisiers ° po L] all times in the history of mankind — the birth of Christ.
- Savior of the world—there is a lightening of the spirit ;f
man which is lNar to this time of the year alone. It holds
S a magic all Imn, for it is a time of celebration and the
: . outpouring of love towards one's fellow men.
: SE : Distriby L el at Christmas-time. Christ's birth held the
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