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CHAPTER 8
By Bob Boyle

““Settle down, Miss Kay

'[SANTA’S PROBLEM PUP|

my hands of the whole thing. It

Nihn," Santa said. “‘Have a I8 definite. Peako cannot stay

Peako, that name. | can't
‘Fﬂllt name,"” she said,

Nﬂ%‘m It's good orange

in my kennel. | have to leave
now, so whatever you decide is
all right with me.’

After she was Juniper-

*Oh, come on, Miss Kay perper said, “‘Gee, Santa,
Nihn," Santa said. “It's really where will we keep Peako.

not as bad as all that. I believe
you're making an avalanche
out of a snowball. Certainly a
little pup like Peako isn't caus-
inqv-uu that much trouble.”

‘Well, all right, " she said. “I
will have a cup of tea but we
must decide what to do with
THAT dog.”

“By the way, where is Pea-
ko?" Santa said.

Santa looked beneath his
chair and there was Peako with
both front paws covering his
ean.

“I'don't think he wants to
hear this," Santa laughed.

Miss Kay Nihn looked down
and said, *'Oh, well, | must ad-
mit he is cute, Santa, but he
isn't obeying the rules.”

“He is only a pup.'’ Santa
said,

“But he sneaked through one
of my windows,'” Miss Kay
Nihn said, “And two poodles
helped him."

*Oh, then you know how he
got out," Juniperperper said.
“And you know we didn't help
him. My. my, my, Miss Kay
Nihn."

Miss Kay Nihn started to
blush.

“Yes, | know how he got
out,” she said. “But I'm sure
you elves put him up to it. |
don't think he would have left
otherwise."

“He issuch a loving pup,”
Santa said. “'I think he just
wants to he around us.”

With that, Peako jumped up
on Santa's lap and began to
lick his face.

“'He is a nice pup,’’ Santa
said.

“But Peako must be pun.
ished,” Miss Kay Nihn said. "I
can't have him disturbing my
k=nnel and getting the other
pups into mischief. I have to
punish him some way."

“What do you suggest, Miss
Kay Nihn?"' Santa said.

“I know,"" she said. 'I'm not
going to allow him to stay in
the kennel any longer. He is of-
I'icia]li evicted. He can't stay
with the other dogs.”

“But where will he stay?"
Santa said.

“That is your problem."
Miss Kay Nihn said. “I wash

*| think [ have the answer,”
Santa said.

“What, Santa, what?" the
elves asked.

“Peako can stay right here
with me until Christmas eve."

The elves cheered.

“That's a great idea, Santa.”

“That's wonderful."

“Hurrah for Santa."”

Juniperserpﬂ walked up to
Peako an fntted himon the
head, “Welcome to Santa's

“Boy, that Miss Kay Nihn is
dumb,” Juniperperper said.

“She is dumb, Jinkersnipes
said.
“Dumb, dumb, dumb,"” said

Jur.r.

“l don’t kmow about that,”
Santa gaid. “I think Miss Kay
Nihn is pretty smart."”

“How could she be?"” Juni-
perperper said. “'She said ahe is
ﬂuni.shing Peako and after all,

¢ is getting what he wanted in
the first place.”

“That's what I mean,"” Santa
said. “I'm sure Miss Kay Nihn
saw that Peako really wanted
to stay with us but because she
didn't want to say ves, she had
to come up with an excuse. Her
excuse is that she is punishing
Peako. Actually she is doing

As the holiest of seasons
draws near we wish our fine
friends a blessed Christmas
full of happiness.
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morning!

Here comes Santa loaded down with
good wishes galore for all our wond-
erful friends . . . we hope he brings
you yéur heart’s desire on Christmas

Peako a favor and she knews
l "

“Santa, that old meanie
doesn’t like dogs," Juniper-

Eth.i:kli San
o 'n .‘I -3
R
is
in r:hurrouﬁ.lnh:n.ml.":”"t
“‘She sure doesn't act that
way, Santa,” Jimmy sai

sala.
“Yes ahe does,” Santa said.
“Then why is she mean?"’
Juni aaked.
“See, it 1 like this," Santa
said. *‘Misa Kay Nihn does
love all her puppies. But she
can't get too attached to them
because we give them to the
good boys girls on Christ-
mas. It is a sad time for her. So
she pretends to be mean. But 1
tl:lnig;r_uuth if a!l. Miss K..,y 1
ia a very loving person.
"Sha_t‘i‘niuq't utmf&! a lq;ins
person,” Juniperperper said.
“Suppose she cuddled and
loved each and every puppy,”
Santa said. **Why on Christ-
mas her heart would break as
the pups left. No, Miss Kay
Nihn must act like she acts.
She really does like dogs.”
“Then that is why she let ‘
Peako stay here?”’ Jinkersnipes
said. ‘
“That is why,"" Santa re-
lied. “She knew Peako would
ha E.li:" with us, so Miss
Kay Nihn let us make the deci- {
sion. So you see, she is not an
old meanie, but an old nicie.”
Santa lifted Peako the pup
and said, “Come on, fellow, let
me show you the North Pole.”

(Continued on Page 11)
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wish you o
~ Merry Christmas.
Ry May your glodness
be everlasting!

Christmas

U.S. 17 North

Wishing you a Blessed Chrisimas
and a New Year filled with
Peace and Happiness.
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World ...

When the Star of Bethlehem
first Jappu‘r‘ed, how grest was
the joy of the Wise Men . . . let

“us rejoice amew in hope that

5 brings to a troubled
world. &
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At this heoly season, theughts
are turned toward peace. May
the prayer of men be answered.

C. D. White & Sons

Winfall, N. C.
PHONE 426-7637
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