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NRHDA Proposal

Public Hearing Set For Jan. 5
HERTFORD - Hun¬

dreds of people interested
in Increasing medical man¬
power in six Northeastern

. North Carolina counties are
expected to crowd into Per-
quimans County High
School auditorium here
Jan. 5 for a public hearing.The hearing has been called
by the Project Review

t,Committee of the Eastern^?arolina Health Systems
Agency.

i The subject of this hear-
« ing, which begins at 7 p.m.

and is limited to two and
one-half hours, is a pro¬
posal by Northeastern
Rural Health Development
Association (NRHDA) to
establish a primary care
project in Bertie, Chowan,
Gates, Perquimans, Tyrrell
and Washington counties.
Three of the counties .
Gates, Perquimans, and

Tyrrell . do not at this
time have physician
coverage.
NRHDA has made ap¬

plication for a 1220,000
Health Underserved Rural
Area Grant, available to
non-profit groups, to
establish three satellite
clinics in the service area.

In a special notice of the
meeting being published
this week, it is stated that
written testimony will be
accepted by the committee
and made a part of the of¬
ficial record of the meeting.
Persons wishing to official¬
ly be scheduled to present
information should call or
write the Eastern Carolina
Health Systems Agency by
4:30 p.m. Jan. 4 at P.O. Box
7306, Greenville, NC 27834;
phone, 758-1372.
Physicians and phar-,macists in the area opposed

the project at a Dec. 1
meeting of the Project
Review Committee meet¬
ing in Creenville. They con¬
tended that the plan was
hastily drawn, ill-
conceived, and would lead
to duplication, competition
and waste.

The Public Hearing had
earlier been set for Green¬
ville. However, T.B.H.
Wood of Edenton, president
of the association, pointed
out to Mrs. Ruth Cherry in a
recent letter that such a
meeting would not be legal
since it would be in viola¬
tion of the committee's
established policy of
holding such hearings
within the general area of
the project in question.
The association was

formed under the guidance
of Dr. Clement Lucas Jr., a

family practice physician
in Edenton, and Dr. R.N.
Hines Jr., an Edenton den¬
tist. Dr. Lucas has recently
opened Albemarle Family
Practice. Ltd., at the in¬
tersection of U.S. 17 and
Highway 37 in Perquimans
County.
NRHDA's objective is to

promote primary health
care services to the
underserved area of the
Albemarle region. Each of
the six counties to be served
is represented on the 20-
member board, and all
members are consumers.
Centers are proposed in

the general location of Co¬
lumbia, northern Per-
quimans-southern Gates
and Midway in Bertie Co.
Medical and dental ser¬
vices would be provided in
each center and would not
dispense drugs.

Wood said all would be
coordinated with existinghealth care facilities with
no duplication. A close rela¬
tionship would be main¬
tained with local health
departments. The centers
would provide 24-hour
coverage by specialists in
all phases of health care.

"This is a new concept of
the delivery of health care
in our region and certainlythere are those who would
question it," Wood stated.
"NRHDA is a consumer
composed group that is peo¬
ple oriented and with
nothing to gain, save a feel¬
ing of accomplishment in
this vital area."
"No local money will be

required to set up the
centers and all fees
will come to the board
to operate them," he
concluded.

Board Of Education Meets
The Perquimans County

Board of Education met in
regular session Dec. 19 to
discuss and take action on
several matters.

In the program area, a
discussion was held on the
need for a full time coor¬
dinator for programs
related to exceptional
children. This need, it was
explained, results from an
increase in the demand for
such programs and federal
and state requirements
related to serving the needs
of all children. No action

* was taken on the matter.

In the area of personnel,
the board approved the
employment of Patricia
Knight through EIC funds
to serve as an aide at Per¬
quimans Union School.

A discussion was also
held on the idea of an
Occupational Advancement
Studies Center reviewing a
meeting held Dec. 14 with
the Boards of Education
in Gates and Chowan
counties.

It was reported that Ms.
Marie Haigwood, Assistant

Deputy State Superinten¬
dent, will meet with the
local Board Feb. 6 to
discuss state and Southern
Association Accreditation.
A discussion was held at a
previous meeting on look¬
ing into having the local
system accredited.

Progress on roofing at
Central Grammar School
was discussed under the ad-
ministrative operations
area. It was pointed out
that bids for that work will
be received prior to the
next meeting.

The board also discussed
the location of fire hydrants
at Central Grammar School
and Perquimans Union
School. This matter was
taken to the Perquimans
County Board of Commis¬
sioners for comment and
consideration. They in¬
formed the Board of Educa¬
tion that the matter would
be taken to the engineer
working on the countywide
water system.

In other action, the Board
approved the permanent
suspension of Zebedee

Spruill from the Per¬
quimans County School
system.
Prior to the regular

meeting, members of the
board attended a Christmas
concert at Perquimans
Union School under the
direction of instructor
Danny Meads. Following
the meeting, the Board met
with the Perquimans Coun¬
ty Board of Commissioners
to discuss the future of Per¬
quimans High School, a
report of which appeared in

week's issue of The
Perquimans Weekly.

Commissioners Discuss Several Matters
The Perquimans County

Board of Commissioners
met in regular session Mon¬
day night, Dec. 19.
Opening discussion was

held concerning licensing of
insulation contractors. It
was decided that a $20
license fee be charged and
then a permit would be
issued at a cost of $15 per
job. The amount of bond the
insulation contractor would
be placed under was set at
$1,000. Further public
notice of this action will be
given.

Hertford Mayor Bill Cox
was present to discuss the
town and county jointly hir¬
ing an electrical-plumbing-
insulation inspector. It was
decided that the proposal
would be tried for a six
months period with ex¬
penses shared on a 50-50
basis. Following the trial
period, the board would
then review the number of
jobs required by both the
town and county to
determine a permanant
agreement.
In other matters, the

Board heard a status report
on the Perquimans-Chowan
soil survey and was in¬
troduced to Roger Hansard,
the newest member of the
survey team.
The Board awarded a

contract to David Phelps to
have the trees on the court¬
house green trimmed.
Keith Haskett, Per¬

quimans County Tax Super¬
visor, presented the per¬
sonal property values for
tax listing purposes for
1978. The proposal was
amended aad approval.

DRAWING FOR TV - As part of the

Srand opening for Bank of North
aroliaa'i new building at Harris Shop¬

ping Center, the local branch offered a
drawing for a fret color television. Santa
himself showed op Friday afternoon to
r'" l miP":*4* 'laffl/SBSSE

select the winning ticket. And the winner
was Mrs. Jessie Cox of Grubb St, Hert¬
ford. Overlooking the drawing is Wayne
Ashley, vice-president of the local branch.
(Staff photo by Kathy M. Newborn)

Haskett also submitted
preliminary maps for flood
control areas which were
not approved.
Bob Snapp, county plan¬

ner, presented the grant ap¬
plication required by the
Coastal Resources Com¬
mission to apply for a local
permit-letting officer. The

board approved having the
application submitted.
Following the regular

business session, the Board
then met jointly with the
Perquimans County Board
of Education to discuss the
future of Perquimans High
School. No action was
taken.

Boards Discuss
Career Center

A joint meeting of the
Boards of Education in Per-
quimans, Gates and
Chowan counties was held
Dec. 14 at D.F. Walker
School in Edenton to
discuss the concept of a
career advancement
studies center.
The idea has been

previously presented to the
three boards individually
and each had expressed in¬
terest in further exploring
the concept.
Af a result of the Dec. 14

meeting, the boards agreed
to visit some existing
centers using the concept
as a first step.
Plans have been made to

visit the P.D. Pruden
Center in Suffolk, Va. which
serves three school
districts, a center in the
Winston-Salem Forsyth
School District serving
students from several high
schools, andna center in
Union County. The last two
centers will offer contrast
between an urban and rural
setting.
Some of the questions to

be considered by the boards
in looking at the center con-

cept relate to control,
management, financing,
location, and scheduling.
The boards anticipate

having some of these
questions answered by
visiting the three centers
mentioned and also allow¬
ing a first-hand observation
of the concept in operation.

It is anticipated that this
concept may enable the
local bodies to seek funds
from booh federal and
private sources.
In discussing the

meeting, Perquimans
County School Superinten¬
dent Pat Harrell said the
idea is receiving en¬
thusiastic support from all
three boards. He said the
major reason the concept is
appealing is that the three
counties have a lot of
similarities but are limited
in local dollars making it
"virtually impossible" for
the counties to offer this
career center concept on
their own.

Harrell emphasized the
point that such a center
would offer more op¬
portunities to students and
would riot be a regional high
school.

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS - At the
annual AADA banquet held recently,Albemarle Chemical Co. was recognized
as Perquimans County's Outstanding

Business. Shown above, Tommy Johnson
accepts a plaque for the honor from Ed
Brown, Chairman of AADA's Industrial
Development Committee.

LOCAL LEGISLATORS - Local
legislators were on hand at AADA's 16th
annual banquet and awards presentation.
Shown above (1. to r.) are Senator J.J.
(Monk) Harrington, Senator Melvin R.

Daniels, Representative Vernon James,
and banquet speaker, Carl J. Stewart,
Speaker of the North Carolina House of
Representatives. (Staff photos by Kathy
M. Newbern)

Ashley Elected President:

AADA HoldsAnnual
Banquet, Awards

By KATHY M. NEWBERN

For the second con¬
secutive year, a Per¬
quimans County resident
will be serving as president
of the Albemarle Area
Development Association
(AADA). Wayne Ashley of
Hertford was installed as
president of AADA, to suc¬
ceed R.L. Stevenson, when
the group held its 16th
Annual Report and
Banquet Program Dec. 21
in Edenton.

Joining Ashley in pro¬
viding leadership for the
regional organization will
be the following, elected by
acclamation: Charles
Evans of Nags Head, East
Vice-President; Pete Dail
of Edenton, West Vice-
President; Larry Daven¬
port of Creswell, South
Vice-President; and
Glorius Elliott of Tyner,
Secretary-Treasurer.
Perquimans County was

not only represented in the
new officers line-up, but
received recognition in
several awards presenta¬
tions made.
Albemarle Chemical Co.

of Winfall was recognized
as Perquimans County's
Outstanding Business of
1977. Presenting the awards
to the recognized business
in each of the 10 AADA
counties was Ed Brown of
Hertford, chairman of
AADA's Industrial
Development Committee.
Accepting the award on

behalf of Albemarle
Chemical was Tommy
Johnson.

In the area community
judging, two Perquimans
County communities were
also recognized. Belvidere
received the second place
cup in the large community
category and a cash prize of
$75. Part of that recognition
came for raising the family
income by $2,000. Also
honored was the Beech
Springs community which
placed second in the small
community category, also
taking a cup and $75
cash. The community's
concern for youth was
acknowledged.
Mrs. Eva Hurdle of Per¬

quimans County was the
next award winner, taking
first place for conservation.
The garden and com¬

munity development
awards were presented
by Mrs. Vivian Jones,
chairman of the AADA
Community Development
Committee.

Prior to the awards
presentation, those attend¬
ing the annual banquet
heard remarks from
special guest Carl Stewart,
Speaker of the North
Carolina House of
Representatives.
In the introduction,

Representative Vernon
James described Stewart
as a "friend to northeastern
North Carolina" and "the
next Governor of North
Carolina."
Stewart's opening

remarks were complimen¬
tary of the work being done
by local legislators, most of
whom were present at the
banquet. He pointed out,
"Legislative activity now
covers a great broad spec¬
trum that, years ago, it
didn't have to cover." And
he praised local legislators
for keeping abreast of
happenings in state
government.
Then, directing his com¬

ments to the Region R sec-

(See AAVA, ptge S)

No School Jan. 2
Parents of students in the Perquimans County

School system are reminded that the school calendar
has been revised to give students an extra day for the
Christmas break.
According to the revision, students will report back

to school on Tuesday, Jan. 3 instead of the original
Jan. 2 schedule.
The extra vacation day will be made up by students

and teachers on Jan. 19 which was originally
scheduled as a non-student, teacher workday.


