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Large group turns out to meet candidates

By KATHY M. NEWBERN

Over 150 mle turned out in Per-

quimans ty last Wednesday
to meet the candidates.

. e 120-seat courthouse was filled

. to capacity with the overflow seated

S, ¥

in the aisles and standing in the
entrance.

The event was sponsored by the
Hertford Business and Professional
Women's (BPW) Club to allow local
citizens an opportunity to meet, talk
with, hear from, and question can-
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didates in local, district, and state
\races.

While only two of the nine can-
didates for the U.S. Senate race at-
tended, nearly all district and local
candidates were present.

Using a five-minute time limit per
candidate, Miss Thelma Elliott, a
BPW member and past Board of

Education member, served as
m ator first recognizing the can-
didates for U.S. Senate.

Speaking first was a represen-
tative for U.S. Senator Jesse Helms
who - will meet the Democratic
pominee in November. The
reprgsentative said, “‘Jesse Helms is
a mjan of principle and a man of

truth and he's gone up there and he’s
,told it like it is and he’s leveled with
the people of this state. He's a man
of truth and honor and decency. He
said that Senator Helm’s has a
dream to free the country from
“‘government bureaucracy and red
tape.”

The eight Democratic candidates

seeking the nomination for U.S.
Senate were recognized next with
two present and one having a
representative on his behalf.

Mrs. Joe Felmet gave a presenta-
tion on behalf of her husband,
Democratic candidate for U.S.
Senate. She said, “Joe Felmet ad-

(See Meet the Candidates, Page 10)

.. Albemarle EMC will be

affected by VEPCO agreement

RICHMOND, VA. — North
electric
cooperatives have signed an agree-
ment with Virginia Electric and
Power Company providing for the
purchase of a portion of six of the
firm’s nuclear power generating
units over the next seven years.

The power plants in question in-
clude one two-unit facility which is
already in operation and a four unit
rlant which is expected to produce
ts first commercial energy in June.

The agreement, which was signed
here Friday, culminates almost two
years of negotiations between the

wer company and North Carolina
Eiectn'c Membership Corporation,
the gower supply arm of the state
EMC organization. .

It was signed at the same time
that Old Dominion .Electric
Cooperative, Inc., representing 16
co-ops in Virginia, Maryland, and
Delaware, executed a similar con-
tract with VEPCO to acquire a por-
tion of the same generating
facilities.

. The N.C. EMC contract calls for

“the EMC'’s to.acquire about 1.3 per-

cent of the capacity of the six
nuclear units,

commitment by the 28 Tar Heel
EMC’s to acquire their own
generating facilities. Among those
co-ops is the Albemarle Electric
Membership Corporation with its of-
fice located in Hertford.

The 28 EMC’s now own no genera-
tion and must purchase all of their
power requirements from the
private power companies and the
Southeastern Power Administration
at bulk rates for re-sale to their
consumer-members.

“This is a real landmark for the
state’s electric cooperatives,” said
Alton P. Wall, executive vice presi-
dent of N.C. EMC. “It signals the
begi of a new era in power sup-
ply for all of them — an era which we
hope will eventually lead to com-
plete energy independence for the
EMC’sinyears ahead.”

By moving to independence in
power supply, he added, the co-ops
can establish “some control over our
own destiny while also avoiding the
costly negotiations and legal battles
that are required every time our

-suppliers want to raise their

wholesale rates.”

N.C. EMC spends hundreds of
thousands of dollars yearly in
engi and legal fees to protest
these rate hikes before the Federal

Ener Regulatory Commission
(FER%' ,Wmﬁ“s]:id.

Under the VEPCO agreement,
bulk rates for EMC power re-

ﬁimtbemhauwmbem

on the power company's retail rates
The purchase contract includes a
vision required by VEPCO that
the EMC must flow
wumu C0-0ps
are the VEPCO ser-
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organization, all of the participating
EMC's would share in the ownership
of the generating units, including the
financial obligations and savings
that come with them, Wall said. All
28 of the state's EMC's are members
of N.C. EMC, but each of them must
approve the final purchase ar-
rangements in order to participate
in the project.

Once each local EMC has acted on
the proposal and the financing is ar-
ranged, the co-ops will immediately
atquire a portion of the Surry
Nuclear Station, which features two
788-megawatt units situated on the
James River in Virginia's Surry
County’ The BMC’s will buy roughly

20 megawatts of that capacity, or -

enough energy output to take care of
about 20 percent of the total power
requirement for the six EMC’s in the
VEPCO service area.

Other units to be affected by the
purchase are all part of the North
Anna Nuclear Station, which is
under construction in Louisa Coun-
ty, Va. It includes two 898-megawatt
units and two 907-megawatt units.

One of the smaller North Anna
units is now involved in start-ip
testing and is expected to go on line
June 1. The second is slated to begin
commercial operations in the spring

of 1979. The two larger units are to
become operational in 1983 and 1984,
When the co-ops buy into the last
of these units, Wall noted, they’ll
own about 67 megawatts of capacity,
which will cover almost 40 percent of
the total energy requirements for
the six EMC’s receiving the power.
The only other VEPCO generating
facilities now planned or under con-
struction are the six units of a
pumped storage plant in Bath Coun-
ty, Va., which is scheduled for com-
mercial operation in 1982. It was
omitted from the purchase plan.

However, VEPCO and EMC of-
ficials have left the door open for
negotiations on additional purchase
arrangements or shared ownership
plans involving other facilities that
might be planned for the years
beyond 1984,

Meanwhile, N.C. EMC officials
are also working on two other froats
to establish an independent source of
power supply. They are negotiati
with Duke Power Co. on a proposa
to buy a share of a unit of the
Catawba Nuclear Station in York
County, S.C., and they are con-
ducting a feasibility study of a peat-
fired generating plant that the co-
ops might build in Eastern North
Carolina.

Program eligibility
changes are noted

Some North Carolinians may be
[ e for additional food stamps
as result of a recent court deci-
sion regarding emergency issuance
dm%hl Paul Gregory J

. Pa r.,
County director of

gortunity to apply. Further, USDA

as prescribed that press releases

be prepared which speak to in-
tereste(l

individuals.
Since exact language as provided
USDA must be shown, the USDA
tive is quoted below:

“You may be eligible for addi-

tional food stamps as the result of a
recent court decision in Aiken v.

Obledo regarding emergency is-

(See Changes noted, page 9)
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