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*Pete Broughton
In life's races she

iOften finishes first
IfNOELTODD
Mclaughlin

^ete Broughton's life has
I beta one of a series of firsts.

She was the first "Miss
Perquimans County" to make

_ it to the "Miss North Carolina
VPageant."

While in her forties, she was
the first, and perhaps the only,
"grey-haired grandmother"
who water-skied the
Perquimans River, a claim
she held until her 50th bir¬
thday when she shelved her
slats for good.

* And, she was the first and so
far the only woman who has
been elected to the Hertford
Town Council. <

Although she wasn't the first
born, Pete, 61, said that she
had always envied her older
sister for that claim until her
sister confided that she had

. always wished she had been
^ the second.

Pete, christened "Mattie"
after her father's sister, came
from a family of all girls. Her
father was the last of the old
English line of Relfes, a direct
descendent of Pocahantas,
and wanted a son to carry on
the family name.

One day Mr. Relfe came
home to find his wife crying.
Mattie had been sick with
small pox and because the
sores had spread to the baby's
scalp, Mrs. Relfe had been
forced to cut her hair. And
finally, the last of Mattie's
curb had been shorn.

ft "Why cry?" said Mr. Relfe
in response to his wife's tears
over the lockless baby girl. "I
always wanted a son. I think
I'll call her Pete."

The name, as they say,
stuck, and perhaps con¬
tributed to the tomboy
character Pete had as a child.

Hertford Mayor Bill Cox
said he remembers her as a

r

little girl In white duck pants
that persistently took away his
marbles in competition.

Pete said she wore out two
pair of roller skates a year as
she skated to school from age
five on up to graduation from
high school at age 16.

"I have always liked ac¬
tion," said Pete, "I never
liked to play with dolls. I
preferred to be out swimming,
riding my bicycle, or roller
skating."
Although Pete's grand¬

mother was adamently op¬
posed to dancing, Mrs. Relfe
told the grandmother that
they were just going to have to
succomb to the dancing Pete.
"That child is a born dancer,"
she said.

And probably the biggest
thrill of Pete's childhood was
winning a local Charleston
contest when she was about 12.
Although Thelma Nixon, then
a Divers, was considered the
"Charleston Expert" about
town, Pete managed to out¬
dance her and win a pass to
see "Ben Hur" at the local
movie theater.

But in those days, nobody
could spare the 15 or 25 cents
to accompany Pete to the
movie and she had to go alone.
"I was scared to death," she

said, "I bet if the theater was
still standing, I could in there
and pick my seat out today."

The theater, called the
"Rex," was over what is now
the 79 Cent Store in Hertford
and just happened to belong to
her future husband's father,
although Pete said the two
didn't even know the other
existed at that time.

Pete netted the "Miss
Perquimans" honor when she
was 16. And because con¬
testants were judged on who
received the biggest applause,
Pete said a lot of people at¬
tributed her win to the fact
that her mother's third grade

class out-clapped everybody
else.
Although Pete didn't win

anything at the pageant in
Winston-Salem she said, "I
had a ball because I got to
dance."

She liked to dance so much
that upon graduation from
high school with the "Best All
Around" distinction, Pete's
ambition was to become a
Ziegfeld Follies girl. But the
strict family regime would
have none of that, and Mattie
Pete Relfe was sent to college
instead.

At Greensboro College for
Women, Pete said the only 'A'
she received was in swim¬
ming. But because she was a
depression child, Pete had to
come home after only one
year.

Once back in Hertford, Pete
began going to "every dance
within a 100-mile radius"
accompanied by a young man
named John Broughton, Jr.
They fell in love, married and
had two children.

Her children grew up. Her
husband died. And Pete
Broughton was alone in the big
house on Church Street

She still lives in that house
today. As we talked, Pete got
up to straighten the pictures
handed down through the
generations, mumbling about
the trucks that rumble by.
keeping them constantly-askew.

She spoke of running for the
Hertford town council as a
move she made "at the spur of
the moment." Pete had
worked for the tow,n in several
capacities, including assistant
city clerk and secretary for
three mayors for 14*4 years.
When she ran for office in 1975,
she had been out of the town's
business for two years and
worked at Hertford Savings
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After December IS. 1979,
Dr. A.F. Downum

will no longer be coming to Hertford on
Tuesday*. The records of eye examinations
are being taken to Edenton at 103 W. Eden
Street and the people of Hertford are in¬
vited to come to the Edenton office for con*

Hertford's first lady
Pete Broughton, a spunky 61-year old, was the
first woman ever elected to the Hertford

Town Council, in addition to many other
"firsts."

and Loan as assistant
secretary and treasurer,
where she is still employed.
Once elected, Pete said she

thoroughly enjoyed the work.

"I enjoyed the challenge
and I enjoy being a part of
things," said Pete.

"I never realized that a
woman could work with four
men and still receive respect
as a woman," she added, "I
was as much a part of the
action as the men on that
board."

Although Pete was not re¬
elected to serve another term
on the council, she said she
might consider running again.
"I miss it," she said.

Although Pete has some
empty hours to fill that were
previously devoted to working
for the town of Hertford, she
doesn't seem to have any
trouble keeping busy.

Pete plays bridge and reads
constantly. When she's feeling
low, whe likes to turn to Elbert
Hubbard's Scrapbook, a
collection of "other men's
genius, written for his own
relief of workaday
sameness."

An accomplished seam¬
stress, she sews, knits and
does alterations for herself
and her daughter.
"Thank God I have enough

intelligence to read direc¬
tions," said Pete who con-

siders cooking her special
talent.

"I've been cooking since I
had to stand up on a stool to
reach the stove. I don't even
use a recipe for most things,"
said Pete.

One taste of her cheese
cookies was proof enough. She
must have found some time
for the kitchen between her
dancing and roller skating
hours as a youth.
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919/297-2507

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 9-5:30
WED. 9:30-12 NOON

WANT TO KEEP WARM?
HERE'S YOUR CHANCE.

HEATERS REDUCED
IL-WOOD -COAL

YOUR CHOICE

25% OFF
GET YOURS EARLY

W.M. MORGAN FURNITURE CO., INC.
1914 - 1H9

©tIfUt *K.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

SUIH 12, HMIT BUILDING
303 EAST MAIN STOET
tlUMtTHCITT «C Jim

t*fc K VwUatofhM. C.M.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
1. Income Tai Preparation
2. 1980 Tai Planning
3. Estate Plannini
4. Accounting Systems

S. Financial Statement Piepaiation
t. Financial Planning
7. Financial A«dib
I. In house Computer Semen

"INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES SMALL AND LARGE"
Call For Appointment 33S-5134 or 338 5135

"TWENTY YEARS IN CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING"
MEMBER

American Institute North Carolina Association and
Virginia Society of Certified Public Accountants

Your Pharmacist!
'harles Woodardl

-Says-
Woodard'i Pharmacy, 101 N Church Street,

\ Hertford. NC. Tel 52*2366

Trust us with your generics
Generic substitution is law. Now, your pharmacist, at

the direction of your doctor, can choose to fill your pre-"'
scription with a non-brand-name generic as a substi¬
tute for an often higher-priced brand name drug.

With generic substitution, you will have to trust
your personal pharmacist more than ever. It's like
shopping the meat counter. If it's tender to your pocket-
book, it probably won't be to your palate!
Now that generic substitution is legal, find a pharma-

cist you can trust to save

you money without leaving
you short on quality.

fmu Woodards pharmacy0RUG51 [Dial 426-5527 Hertford, N.C. '

I want to thank the the ministers, churches,
neighbors, and friends for all the pretty
cards, the beautiful flowers, phone calls,
visits and the prayers since I've been sick.
May God bless you all.

Clarence S. Chappell "

USED TRUCK BUYS


