The Hertford Town Council now counts
itself among those who are protesting a
Carolina Telephone rate hike proposal
that would see the cost of area telephone
service increase by about a third.

“It's hardly worth what we're paying
now,” would seem to be the council's
attitude towards the proposal.

The only thing that Carolina Telephone
doesn’t want to go up on, it seems, is long
distance service. That may be because
the company doesn't have any
jurisdiction over long-distance rates.

Everything from hooking up a new
phone to just keeping a phone on the wall
is going to cost more, though, at least if
Carolina Telephone has its way about it.

Included in the rate proposal
justification is the old catch 22, service
can't be improved without more money.

Part of the problem is probably
couched in the inheritance factor.
Carolina Telephone took over where
Norfolk-Carolina left off, and Norfolk-
Carolina did not leave off in a par-
ticularly advantageous position.

But an increase of more than one-third
in one chunk is more than area

service rate hike

customers can digest, particularly whea
dial tones are sometimes conspicuously
absent and long distance dialings are
sometimes interrupted by busy signals.

The fact that rate hike proposals are
pot immediately embraced by the public
utilities commissission offers some
consolation, though. Proposals are
examined, evaluated, and citizen input is
considered.

We suspect that Carolina Telephone
can survive with a rate hike of less
magnitude than the company has
proposed.

If we are correct in our assumption, we
must depend on public stances such as
the one taken by the Hertford Town
Council for wringing the extra money out
of the proposal.

Those persons who would like to
comment on the proposal chould be
present at the public hearing in Elizabeth
City on Jan. 6.

Written statements may also be sub-
mitted to the Chief Clerk, North Carolina
Utilities Commission, P.0. Box 991,
Raleigh, N.C., 27602,

Looking back

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS OUT FOR THIS
YEAR: Christmas decorations and the
multi-colored lights, long a part of the
downtown shopping atmosphere during
the holiday season, will be out for this
year, according the Mayor V.N. Darden.

« Mayor Darden stated that the Office of
Civilian Defense had requested all cities
and towns to forego the usual Christmas
lights as decorations this year due to the
black-out rules and the danger in case of
.anairraid.

» However, the stores of Hertford have
decorated in the usual holiday manner,
and those seeking the varied colors and
Spirit of Christmas can get it by visiting
the shopping centers of the town.
BIRTHDAY PARTY: The Hertford
Troop of Girl Scouts were entertained
last Monday night at a birthday party,
the occasion being the anniversary of the
Jocal troop. Refreshments were served to
‘the large number attending the party. As
.a climax to the evening, the troop
Jdeaders, Mrs. R.S. Monds, Jr., and Miss

Mary Jane Spruill, awarded first class
badges to the following Scouts: Eloise
Godwin, Maxine Landing, Pat Morris,
Julia Laughinhouse, Catherine Holmes,
Maude Holmes, Nancy Zachary, Mildred
Skinner, Myrtle Norman Elliott, Romona
Divers, Juanita Divers, Betty Winslow
and Betty Chappell.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT: Born to
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde E. Lane on Tuedsay,
Dec. 8, 1942, a son. Mrs. Lane was the
former Miss Daisy Mathews.

AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: Jesse
Lee Harris, son of Mr. and Mrs. Z.A.
Harris, left Sunday for Columbia
University, where he will enter Naval
Officers’ Training School. Mr. Harris
volunteered in the US.N.R., and is in
Class V-T.

IN THE ADVERTISEMENTS: At
Pender Quality Food Store, 12 Ib. bag of
flour 60 cents; Grapefruit, size 70...5
cents each; oranges, 8 Ibs. 49 cents;
lettuce, two heads are 27 cents; U.S. No.
1 Maine Potatoes in a 10 Ib. bag are 33
cents; tangerines, 1 1b. 10 cents; Lang’s
dill or sour pickles, in quart jars 35 cents;
and Handy towels, roll 9 cents.

. Political similarities
' come to fore

While news analysts attempt to un-
‘derstand the events of 1980, historians
can look back a century to examine 1880,

- However different they might other-
wise be, the years 1880 and 1980 have two
things in common: both saw a
‘Republican elected President of the
United States and both saw a Joseph W,
‘Nowell as a Perquimans County Com-
‘missioner.

%

In the gubernatorial election
Perquimans went for Republican R.P.
Buxton, rather than the victorious
Democrat Thomas J. Jarvis.

Both Republicans and Democrats were
then strong and active parties here, and
stiff opposition was offered to several
county incumbents. In two instances the
election of 1880 had surprising results.

When the County Commissioners met
in December, 1880, to seat the new board,
there were two groups of men claiming
the positions. James P. Whedbee moved
the induction into the office of James M.
Whedbee, Elisberry W. Riddick, and
incumbents Trotman, White, and
Gregory.

Rejecting Whedbee's probably
Democratic slate, the Board heard
William A. Moore’s motion to seat Henry
H. Griffin, James Robert Parker (far-
mer and undertaker), Charles T.
Layden, Edward W, Felton, and Joseph
H. Hoffler. This probabe Republican

Harold Gensling must be running for
something, else why would the 65 year
old Bethel resident have started a hobby
19 years ago that he still carries on
today?

From what I could gather at the
recreation department's running ciub
meéting Sunday night, Gensling began
running just for the health of it, and now
that he’s started it he can’t stop.

The way he talks about running, it's
obvious the sport means a lot to him. He
began his remarks Sunday night by
saying that he was going to initiate a
discussion on running. An hour later
Gensling was finished telling us how he
got started and what he’s learned from
pearly two decades of pavement poun-
ding.

The logical order of this column,
though, would be to dispose with first
impressions. Gensling doesn't look like a
runner. He doesn't look 65 either, for that
matter.

With a pipe as a virtual extension of his
hand, and cowboy boots on his feet, he
looks at least 10 years younger than his
actual age. The years of running haven’t
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Retired but not tired
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melted the meat off his bones, either.
First impressions behind us, the next
logical stop in this story is the beginning.

f 1 |
him to do something about his health,
Gensling began a fitness program
prescribed by the Royal Canadian Air  They do it five or six days a week, and
Force. It was a total fitness program, running takes a high priority. For in-
including sit-ups, push-ups, and, of stance, if Gensling has to go to
course, running, among other things. for some reason or another, he gets his
Much of the program was eventually” running in first.
dispensed with, but Gensling kept right
on runping into retirement and

Perquimans County.
At the same time he started his run-

while Gensling continues for another

three or four miles. .
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