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PERSPECTIVE-

Widow Billups has

second marriage

As owner of the land upon
which she lived, Exum Elliott
was in a position to assist his
widowed sister Elizabeth
Billups. With the outbreak of
war, he was given responsibility
for the welfare of many others.

In April 1861 Exuin Elliott was
appointed a member of the

providence committee for
Ballahack District in
Perquimans County. The

committee was to furnish food
and necessities to widows whose
sons had gone to war, to wives
whose husbands had joined the
fight, to any family whose
economic survival was
jeopardized by a breadwinner's
patriotism.

A similar committee in the Up
River District included Andrew
J. Ownley, a recent widower in
whom the widow Billups was
interested. Ownley had visited
the widow's farm several times
in 1858, for he had attended her
husband’s estate sale, had been
one of the commissioners setting
off her year's provisions, and had
been the deputy sheriff in
attendance on the jury alloting
her dower.

In March 1865 Elizabeth
(Elliott) Billups married
Ownley. They would have one
child, Eugenia. By 1870 Elizabeth
was a widow the second time, but
her financial position was
perhaps better than it had been
ten years earlier.

According to the 1870 census,
Mrs. Ownley had the use of 125
acres improved land and 75 acres
of woodland, the farm being
wvalued at $800. Production was

low, but the farm did make one
bale of cotton, the up and coming
crop of the day.

Works on the farm was then
done by John M. Delaney, a
twenty-one year old who made
his home with the widow and two
of her daughters. Two years
later, in September 1872,
Delandy married hi8s boss’
daughter Mary Lousia Billups.

" In January 1873 the Delaneys
came into sole possession of 83
acres including the old house
John Bogue built. Mrs. Delaney’s
mother continued to live with
them until her death in 1879; at
her sale Delaney purchased
some of the family heirlooms,
including three of 10 pictures
which were signs of gentility in
those days.

Before his own death in May
1900, John M. Delaney married
twice more, choosing widows
Elizabeth Bagley in April 1887
and Harriett Dail in December
1889. The last added her own
three children to the Delaney
household, until she moved to the
home of her third husband.

In 1902 Joseph L. Delaney
became sole owner of the house
which had been his father's and
his grandfather Timothy
Billups’. The house was then one
hundred years old. Delaney sold
the house and 64 acres to Thomas
Martin Ward in September 1913
for $1,250.

A native of Chowan County,
Ward occupied the house until his
death in 1932, He bequeathed it to
his son Herbert L. Ward, whose
ownership for 47 years from 1932
to 1979 was the longest in the
history of the house.

The John Bogue House, built in
1802, has been owned by Bogues,
Jordans, Whites, Billupses,
Delaneys, and Wards. It is one of
the oldest and least spoiled
buildings in Perquimans County.
With a little help, the ancient
dwelling should see the
completion of its second century
and the start of its third.
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Swapping has become the
name of the game in the little

town of Hertford.

d A Chat

With Jane

To make room for us,
Riverside Insurance Agency
purchased the lot that was owned
by Carolina Telephone and set up
their new office in a trailer just a
few doors down and across the
street from our location.

Agency, have vacated their
building on Market St. and
moved to a new locaion in the
nuecleus of Hertford on Church St.
in the offices adjoining Hertford
Hardware and Supply Co.

The Winslow's hope that their
new location will prove to be
more convenient for their
customers, while giving their

Swapping is fast becoming the new trend

for a new dwelling at 119 W.
Grubb St., but we're not the only
business that is on the move.

forward to the additional space
for displaying merchandise and
dressing rooms that will be
afforded her in her soon to be
new location.

I'm sure that each of these
businesses have encountered the
headaches that The Weekly ran
into when we began moving into
the new shop. Keeping a business
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